
.... 

.-..:.l 

• 

, :." ~c r:~c t ., .. t~ ·) .. ) 

~ ''~~ t..> :.:~t ~.r . -,~~=~1~,; ll 

t~!i':: l'O \,)~,J ) 

•., 1 ~~( ! ~ ?, . .'<l :,- , 1! 
~~111.t :r'".1 r', ~;-r-. !l·tr:. ,1 

r, 
• ;lr' 

~O-·:-..;r • \~L 

, J . c .. 
1.) • 1 . 

:1.t, ~~l. .L 0~ '. t ill.."'• d t tc 
11- •, ,:-, N~.::.: ... :o, i - . 0 b 

• 1. , - -•~·-• • · ~ C 
• • :.~:. ~it :, :~ ,. :_·w o 

t , ~t~ ~ 

r, 3 -: ::tt.~ :.a:-n.•. i'-.. _.:... -e ~ as wel.J.. 3 by 
t,;:Ls t ·.,.,. l! r ~ Ha--s.lS-e .. • 1~ 

_r-:!_1;.,.,.!.C~ t o t ~ A11r:°!1!'..i.at.rat1,m 
,.-;:'ti i~e oolJ)tul .• ) 

,Ja;~...., ··• "J! '."t~b:2- ,. -~~ · POOt-..1"- i, 
J,) - ,:,. !~◊o~,.rt L,. (;orJ~il i 

~ 1.r11,nn c- . ., in 
Pr- -~attlont.} 

•· , ,,­
,> _ _ ., ,/' 



.. . 50 

•·'",,, :0£1 • .;.-;;' 

A~ t.10 :~o ~., <1 ~stat.c (Coll&) in Cb.a: lottes71lle~\ t .._. .,.'.-},, - ... ........ 

m- .rooi :e.t c,. •· ocya.."'llod l ctliro.l ah.:,, dtdi-al 
~- .o" .. ott. , G~1G~· a~~ Vr;Uc;,:l..m., Ur. oou,, and .. r . ClU.i.'ord 

~ onty- ~nuto 1.1ill: arouru! t ho ?Joodward estate, 
• ;![. 0 . 1 n. n . .3e.:::r otar:, Sn,-der a..~1vod 

Fn1•r- nc CO!l Club a.t ll. g5 a . o . 

• e t:. ,, ncco::1pm ie i y Adni ral Leoh7,, See~t 
sn7d.:ir , t.mtl ~: •.: ~ ner.lbor:., of t O ~a::,-ty .- de:Qarted the 
:.~od-.:m;. .. ...:. ~.s tnto ·"o~ .. L'!onticollo.. Upon arr-1 at the 
-- ~~-:; r · :"~lt.!o oi· >- nt ello, t.. i.e ~esidont ~ted 

y ?:;:-'-:).s.d0!1 t ·' K. Hen: to o • the llomor1al Fouodat1oo 
"'"' r; GO'iO.: r O th.a 3tate O Virg1 ~.a. the 

t ~~a ot:i enbo a_ t!:ls Procidcnt1.al. 
p~ t ...... , t:-" ~ : •o si.den pr o cnted at ta!.e: timo a 
c.:: ry • • .l ;:iaJ.0 i'ron t :1£; \Jood o a tree planted 7 Th 
J.;;t ... ·c.r;::;,....1 :it, ,,.c•nt l · ... e llo. .:no President .. dellveled 
n.:.::. .3• • 1'1· -:;;,2J...:, ?ortico O..:. it:Jnti cello. J?oll..o'ui.ng 
t.~: -- ?l. .. (.,t2.ldc.:_t 1 . v_clJ.ro.as and t: a .., ncl.usion 0: th.:·: 

1.:.~i~0J 1 0 , the party ent.ored the.lr ears 
t o l\10-:ias J::; :t:1",.,r son 'a ta!lb and t.llenee to 

"·1 0 _-ive;. s i ty of Vlrgi.uia. Upo.n a.r.A.iving a.t he tOI:Jb 
t ~0~a0s ,It..£:::. .. c _ :.5on ,., tho ?r•osidont, eaco:rtccl y .. 

:•'!>£11: l: ... liou.s. t ,.:a a!: d a~'3or~paniod by C-ovei..,,...u..'Jr ruck., 
. .' u.n L:> :.iL L·.J s-.b.y ,, illli.: i:Io~ :ra:::l.t:~ oJ..:;stc D-."¼2,.4en # aes1.den.t; 
02. '.:.i.l-0 :J;:u \r-t3r s i t~7 o.r V l r r.:; :t r:J.a, proceeded t v tl-.10 tomb 
:hu.ro t.J.~ ?-· . ...si -: ~~ l ::.i d ;: wroat.b. a t- 'tho ba & or the ~ 

0£ T'"' Jt.:L::o;eJ~ n ., f ollowi O vn 1c·1 he r-et.urnoa to 
b.!s cm... pl?ocoa.c.te<l. t :.J t :~r- Un.J~ versit~"'t?' o.t Virginia• 
a.r: ~ .,..n;,:; t 1 .. 2, :' . J:1._. 

'C.~m arr· v ... l at .ae. !Jni.Yer--sity o;f Virginia.,. the 
L. ~i :.l.i:;.1;.~ •:;; ... s c-.;;e0rtcd by ?resid.c.nt Dar-....e.:.,. and Mr. F'.dward 
~ • J ~ i! -:;-!; lr.2. us~ 1" ort.101" Socr-o. ,._._"i.1"'1 or State, tll ... -.:>ugh the 
. otun. a. ,. tn.e Lam. und to t l..e Col.onnade Club,- whore 

.:.iv P ... ~s - dent attended a l.m1choon given in his ht nor. 
'r'.:i.-1 ~ .. ·c : ,-i ..;.;nt • :oomher:.:i. o~ his p.a:rty dep.art.od the 
voJ.o.r.n .... uc '"' ..t.U:J a t 3 .,00 P.Ll. an·· notored d.lr."OO to 
to stato. 

t}_, ""C ~~·•'""'l"'.~...,,1""'d '.--~ :.:.. '1F',.,.. .~t~ ~ ~~-
, s;.-:. ~.,v~-JY·{;~ """, ;J J ..:, .* ~ \. ~.;, ~\4: ..;. • • 

~ ul Va·:.lgl'lc,'ln~ an · / d..'11.ir ~•'osk o t, • • departed 
J.-.;1 :· J. esti:1.t; , s.nd 1.,otor-o.d dire.et t 

. -J: fo,.,. . or x ...... esi(..ent JU?:!es. :Joc....-oo> ro 
ai J. a. lionroo' ~ • till 
c~t e s w e-. 1•0 ~la-ing. 

tho r- a t our OJ. the !lOmO 
._ • 4 . 4-- the 

wn. arting 
;;._' .i. 1."'0 • pi 
~ alrnn o.:. dil 1 1' 
.. ~ui o :cc.:::w<~o 1n. 

:i..·oai r.oocr.w ~ ·iVinB 
t 



. i ' 1 JUJ.y 4th CO t t' 

::.l 

{-,~~~:.:~= 7 ·~. 
~ t'1L: 'l', l't.l ,\.'t ~ ~;~ 
-:~~ ;:~~.:~~- ' ,:: / 

·ent,, accompani·ed by SOcrotary Sn7der_, • -~ ~-·1 

!.:J $ r0n r ooc:i n.- :in· Jmiral osl{e'tt,"_. 
• i o i t ~1e ~a.c.i : J.a c . uvertible., iUhich 

-;. t ' ···ove, t~ _J. .;lOt.oz•ecl to t.l-w lUrn:r:ro1 Club on 
:.: . ·,·:., • arr i ving at 5 .30, p.z.::. •• vb.ere the 

::...c ,,_ ,:>,~l" • o ·· .u.:LJ :>t.\.'Pty at-!;endf> r ocoption 
3:_ l.::~ls.oy. At 6 .00 p. .m.,. t ~:. .. d;,aidsnt-• 

-r s :-:-c.:.,~:.r, (;. -}IL • ,,, rJ iw..u::m.i Club mu li10tored direct 
t :1 t .... ., >c-o • ~- ·. ' .:l •· •-D. to ,. arr .t vi ~ llJ.t 6...20 p ...:n.,.., Vibe~ 

'.:.he ove. 4 '.; .. 3ecret.nJ:ir7 Sn7dor was a 
:::,;u··ot this evening .• 

, : 



t...:. 0G .!/0:. -.., ~· adtued ror t...,ia day, . the 
i ,-,, ,,--1;; ... o:.- niuing in rooidenco th$ 

·:.,ct,~,L~ fulyde ... emnined 
f_J7l'Ze c ~c--Z- t.. 



sun 1 a;r ,. Jlil ,- 6th: 

.... --if:~ .-. ""'-~ ::; c-.!' :un pQI't:,, nth the 
:, ·,a~ a.a:l ::~turned to ' 'l 

\L ,'i.~• depur'ted the Woodlinu ,., 
_ ~ , . ? to \;::-i.shlng to.a. 1'he 

esid..:.:-:.lt r· tib ... e a ... dil.l~ in ~~ 
, i.,... :t , .. , -, L~- r· e: ~ H~ ... ,.. .... ,,..,,~· "!~.A .... 

. -.........i:,_ ..,.,_ ,_ .. .. •.• , .,., ~-.; ___ ,,_, 

4Li."l.d -:-en-· _·· t 1.l ·; • 'iiero ""~~~ers. 'bo 

/ 
P:..~.,.s.1t-.. ent ··ur .. ..,t:d :ar tv -~.Jnt Morgan 
Pi t- s on t ho • .-· of' ~ c i• ,~ o.r1al Bridge 
r·pr-. !- ~ • VO to l . ·,-a-d t-c r!o~is-e.. Tbe 
i p l r-~ r t.o •e South _ O?tico Ol.' ~ ml1 'ta 
l !i-o:u~e a.-t ,_ •. -...;...... , ~, ··, I f \ _..., _.., 

f 

! 
f 

/ 

/ 
, ' 



t!o d :.17 Jul ·7 

12. 

no a.blo C l 
lroru3 

J . L on 
tin 
Jonoo 

l' oJ: 

·.co do u C. ck,, 'J Jl 
I ti n;_; 

11coo J e 
o t lll'il t · o llnvy - t.o IJ-8.j 

by 1ockat t ) 

12. 5 l' n ) 
o ~ , t ~ t i l"' -~ he 1a nep 0 -4 Prank 

li,:..yr.',::;r .. ..:.. ,\.lltE:o ., of l'..allSas C1 ty ~ r1enda 
c - _ .... si ,;.:.o!:l t . Z~u i c o·" inG • a.shL~ July l2t!l 

.. -1:• - ci..;?.co., ai'ter a t ur -~ duty 
-~ • Asko-· t-o pay resp&c Ls bef'are 

of c- ·.r. ~. -
up:,oL~~ } 

Ho o ra :.)l e C-or on • • la , • Chair?ua..--i, Board of 
Di! e tors ., Te. 1eos0.e Valley Authorit-:, 

Lt. Ge a ral R n- ~'!o , • W'nool er . Chiei' or Eng1n~rs$ USA 
11a.Jor Gene.. Lo· is • Pie , or Army Engineers 
(Dr. John St e e l:~ ) 
(Re .flood cor.t rol) 

Vice .dmiral 1 . H. 
( dmira1 o.aket t ) 

~ ;::1 onA: .... ~- ~~ 

. ,, 



10. ·15 o ::o !>n'.:ilo J. 
( :?:10nod , • 

e~ F. Gurrey ,, o r Jona.tor froo a .. 
C or .. nolly yoa t ordn;r to a f or this.) 

ll . 1 5 ...., ono1--n. :.)l c AdoJ.p:1 A. Be ... lo. J • 
(~-;:u,od i..: • Connelly :fron l o~ York l o.3t eo ) 

11 . . 3 CD c ent reco_ vod meot>o .. ~ o. the Executive COl:lCitt-oe.s 
~· t ao C!ltll of" t:lO Cow-itJ DC Do!'ZlOnstration 

o t! at1onn.l • .soc1at1o " 

St' ~"':..!~~ Sti~li-~ 
~~ ! l 1if(:!9 Ci t:1 , _iO'.i ::.~~-:_ ~ 

,:4 :~ .. ~ ll 
~ar~orso).11":Z , •.-, .. Vo. . 

C. T • ..:· ... l 
OJ. •.• :t:~e :; IT=-.nco.~; 

Dr.n :·'t ~;! . B _;i::, i tt 
Fleti !~ toz "$ N. J:. 

• P.. Brtll1e J 
me. 'l sxr~s 

E. D. B-c -
Lm.""O , Tc:rn s 

1.. Q_2 DS!0:·.s?.?_~a.l I J:1 ~'/~:::rr:-s: 
Urs .. Louella Co~iooE. 

oc 1aoll Ci t :r I Io..;,a 

f.!r;;; . -:1. 3 . ill 
Pa..~ker burg,. ~ • Va. 

• • :_e en.st 1n 
Oma!ia~ obro.ska 

A. F . 
0000l"'d6 

Dougall 
.,..,, D 

Paul. Barger 
• '.:!a torloo.,, Ia~,~ 

0-eat 0 s Rose f'e,l.d 
s to...-,i Lake• Iowa 

Edia"in Ba~ 
Sp~ieJ.d.., lll. 

John Step~ ens 
• ar:ion>· iU-kansas 

;J. 1;r . Cavender 
.Jonesboro• Arkansas 

S-. D., .t:>a teman 
Pt.. Sili t.~. Ar kansas 

Lew Liar Prie-e 
Richfle-ld • Utah 

• ss }klrglwtta Jobsen 
rlacke.n~- ". J . 

~ . &.D. . Beck 
Laredo• irrums 

~-- Geo 0 e Bos enfeld 
Storm Lake• Io11a 

llelf'0n8te1n 
ebraska 



Tue dav .,, July 8th con t 1d ! 

ll . 5 an Colonel John L . Gaylord 

12 .15 pm ( • Edz;ar Jowrer ) 
(Ar ~anged by Mr . Ross - of record ) 

1.2 . 30 PL'l • • John Ben Sl1eppi rd , o f Texa s 

12.45 pm 

1.00 pm 

3.30 pm 

"~ . Raymond E., Tioberts , Edi t or,, Future agazine., Publication 
O .!. t h a United States Junior C~1.a.mbe of Commerce , Tul.sa 3, 

O .. d.a.h oma 
Mr • .rrank G. Fister , E: ecutive Vice President , U. S. 

Juxiior C~amber or CoLil'.llerce 
• (Gael Sulliva..~ wrote Mr .Connelly in June t ha t 

She:ppard had just been elected President o:f the 
Junior G~er of Commerce ; at one time very active 
i n Young Democrat ie Clubs and how an attorney in 
Lo; ~vi ew, Texas . Wants to t alk about wh.at :~he 
Junior Chru:lbe1~ of' Col'Jli:lerce o:f Texas c an do · f:o'r 
t be Pre sident and t ~e 1948 campaign) 

Hon o _a b l e , . Stuart S:,'lllington 
{Jirote Mr .. Connelly in .June t h at he pla.ru-ied to be 
here and wanted to pay his resp~cts to t he President 

i • mll 11pt s tay in Washington s ~eaclily , but exp-ects 
"or a while to ... a y per:I.odic vis.its.) 

{Luhch) 

Cr. Oscar Ewi ng ) 
(C ame i n yesterday 
this appointment . 
tlr . Connelly ) 

to see Mr. Connelly and arranged 
Will come, o:f f r ecord. to se-e 



l 
10. 15 

l J . ~O 

. ::J .:> 

l ;) ~ . _,/ 

t-1 

~,..., 

a..:. .... 

( :2!• . Jc.co j • ?o to!3~.::t) 
(:h• . Jo::m .. St0cbo.n) 
(~ . .....otosl:·: is :-- ) s:..:.0:.'lt, o. ~~c 'Ulnl.1.:,acatod 
Clot~l.::; '!:.01•!£·:. •~ of kno.:-ica..) 

So .. lll. t0r 
( Z'b.o. 

Ccr . , .... .. . \ . II.:l i.: c , ~ ow • 'o.;,r..ico 
Conr::.oll - Uor..d:l.7 o a::;k o .. this ) 

J;:;c-r . Jo ;l!l )attick Ce:. !'Oll- Abbin3 
(.,?o , .__. :~ ~ •• d1 sc tor of Bo;rs o • of I tnl J and 

!!.e::.L:.~ lto::;::> - ~entar.ivo in I t y 0 ,1. A!:erioa."1 Rollo " 
-101 I ... al ;: .. ':;:'-~is ;:-,e-..:t:.c~J t c :me " o ..za e l ullivan 
01' l .:;2-~:.:.1.l..:.:.· , 'ti.:.-:) ~1id .. ,2,:; ~i vcC: it fror:i Anori~au 
:-:011~-· ;.'.>:' t::1./ . ..::..... . ,,):-.1.Uell :, c:iecked it vd t 
~:~,1 • SLi!. .,,:~ :::::o~~~• ;,,,10n-t ., ·±:.-:: s"1.id ! 1'Uscr .. Abbi .::; i s 
---. -,-.j'"'..l'.)l y ;:.:10:,:e t o t~!·) .Jc;0,11 tLJ.Ont not only i n 
~~1.0 ";;\.-:, -~. lpU...; l Cle.::. ::-.'tmti nod OYO> but al.so 
•"- ·-> u './ a :le. ·.~~ ~--'f l _i :;L . . t~ s Uni too St n tes 

i :.;1 : t\D. :~- ~.:.1e De> t- h t-::10n t. :,.ol.!.eVO£l 1 t v ou.1.d 
. Le a LO....,J. :!.182, r'o:i.:• t'::e :?re·::Jid~1t to racoi ·1e ~ sgr. 
; ;,, t ;1~~-: .lf" b.-:J MD t i:'-:(!- -~o do ss . u} 

ll.. ~;c x:.... :.r. :;.. .';:.c.::or .,._ .. ::""1r., , ruo .:;.,, ; --c ia. Sayan:, tho »10..--eign 
·?, ·t n ·l 3 t e;r .-:11."t .:· c!--u 

; . S.. · cnor Do 1·Joi~O ~:~t..!.O ,. tb.e Ambassador o~ 
Por u 

Emio rnbJ..o ... cn~_ce "'C.oopo_ s u. ,. Arlbassador to 

.r!Or t.> j l e i'Kll::W......"l .i':~~ ..:ou~, Aas!at.ant SOcret ,lll y of stat e 
(Cor;.f:..de::i ticl we_.,.. • "!~~ t ! ia St ate no:v~t 
o.s t o F~Po o o? ': '.1 :io. vi s-it ·p .... t :1& Porei.gn Mini:i.ter 
o,.. _ e~tt~ . r eccntacl ~ rrae1de:tut. rOl?' hi.s -
inf ormt ion.. :r..:..1.e Department recommended t t lh-. 

::10ur si t in on this t tlk• and the two Ambnssa.dars 
a.ska ~1a:: t !l.07 b e tl.l.oood to coz:ie al.ao.) 

T.1:le r os i 1ont oceived tl-1.0 liat1onal Cor::Ditteemen. 
Corn i tteewor.!fm., Cl ni!"tlcn and V1ce.'..,"Caairmen• f :r<m. the 
Stat..0-s o J: .r-karulas , Kentucky• Lo"ti~~ Okl$hama ~ 
Tennessee and Texas: 
i .. m:.\ ti SAS : 
tr .. R. B. , , a t 'l. Comittooman. Camden 
:.lr::; .. .• ~ ob ills, C ar.i.do 
I.!r:l . J ack c ~s,, mit' l C-ommit t -ee oma:n. Camden 
Honornblo thur L. Adnms 1 Stato C::aL~~ Jonesboro 

s . Caroll Jobnnon~ Vice Ch.airman• r.lorrillton 
llr,. Carroll Johnaon and • Carroll Jobnson.JJ-. 
Hon. Harvo· a. Co.:lbn , Soc ta."'7• Lit'tl.e Rock 
-~ a . llarvoy o . Combs•· Li tt1o Rook 



Wednes day , July 9th cont ' d : £ J -., 

KE:·ITUC KY: ~~--' L. .... ' 

12..3-0 pm 

12.45 pm 

Honorable Kee Johnson , Nat 11 Committeeman, Wash~~ ~D,~ ·C. 
Mr s . T. C. Carr oll, Nat 'l CommitteeV1oman ., Shapherdsvflle 
Hon. J. Lyter Donaldson, State Cha1rl:18ll 1 Carrollt on 
Tion . illiara Blanton, Vice Chairman, Paris 
Jr~ . Espey Goodpaster , Pres ., i'Jomen ' s Dem.Clubs , 

'Jwi csville. 
LOTIS LA.HA : 
Hon . ilenry c. Sevier ., Hat 'l C omru.tteeman, Tallulah 
Mrs . Henry C. Sevier, Tallulah 
Ilonorahl e John Fred Odom, Stat e Chairman# Baton Rouge 
Hon. Wayles Browne ; Vice Chairman., Shreveport 
Honorable and Mr ::; . J. E . leale , Tallu.l~ 
·o:I.t\:? Or.IA.: -
llonor.ibl a nobert s . Kerr, • a t'l Co tteem.an, Okla..lioma City 
1.lrs . O. •. •] ai'ky., National ColT!l'.ll ttee ;vol:la_r1 ,, Forgan 
Hon . H. I • llind3 , St ate Chair ~an, Okla.horn.a t1:.ty 
1Jrs ·. H. I . Hinds 
k~:3 . Sue Ruble., Vice Chairman., Oklahona City 
Honorable EJ.ner Harber, Amer i can Nat'l Bank , Shawnee 
: r G . El=ler Harber , Sha ~mee 

· -Honorable For-e s t dcintire,. ~ocreta.ry~o Governor Turner.,. 
C¼la..11.oma City 

Honorable Ben To1i _:::h t 
TEHNESSEE : 
Honorabl e R. s. Waltars~ Nat 'l Cornitte eman,. Morristown 
1rs . Albert E .. Hill, i1fa t 'l Cornmi tte ewoman.,. Nashville 

Hon. J .. Frank Hobbs, State Ch.airman, Lawrenceburg 
Mrs . J . Frank Hobbs 
Mrs. Hallum. •• • Goodloe, Vlee Chairman.,. Nash vil:le 
Hon . Joe,Carr,. President,. Young , Dem. Cl.ubs , Nashville, 
Mrs . Joe Carr 

Mrs .. Ogd.en Reid , o\7Iler . and Publisher or Ne w York 
nerald Trihune 

(Arr ang ed sometme ago by Mr;. Ross) 

(rlr. John Goodloe~ R. F . C.) 
(G rune to see Mr.Connelly and saw. the ?resident.­
off ·the record.) 

(Lunch - Secretary or the Treasury and Honorab1e 
James ·, ebb , Director, Bm.'eau or the Budg et) 

3,-30 pm (Colonel les Knowles ) 

3~45 pm (Colonel A1 Hollanq) 

4.oo pm { • Pete Cou ch) 

4,20 pm (Honor abl e Bryce Smith) 



t thls ti!:lo ) 

1 ) . JJ :CJ. 

~ CounciJ. o 

11. _ ,.., :-~ .: ~ .. ::.:-.l~· _. ·:.il li.:?.:." :: . -.... :-~s ~ .. J:::...:l , _ ... c . 
.. _., _ ..; .,. -· , ::::;: .,_:: , ,_., j:..:::,.~ Li i ct.way and Public 

G.;.)~ .. 1 ~~ 1~r:. o.: i?--- : r.i _~1 , :1 . C. 
~~:-:::~ t ,.):.:, •.; 1 :_.-,~•J ~~<JC/ ~ . ·:·,,, ~ • 

Jc . ·-.) . f -· 1~ .,.-. .• ; ~- o· ,· .. ,,_ .,,..-1 ,;. : , ~. I ..,.,,..,..tor ~o-b·b 
.,.. _,_ • · ,. .. . ._ o.,; \.. '.. L'-- U\. ., ~ ~LJ 1 .,:. ._,_ ,. -',.,,11 ....., .,t,. v- U ,. 

J.c13 t 7.".,--2:J ~ t.:::.c :.le~;!..':': •.)-' :ll•., Sibbs to present a table 
-~ ~~~(. ?:'::;3l.lent . ~tr· . •l i :i vs s made this tabl.e, 
;;..:,icj_ l<:...; to.:.:- :2~3 : J 3 ;:.s L cll!B on mich ho has inlaid 
~ : ,.~ ,.:~p o..,:· _:1.e ·Jn:lte--1 J t.:1t;)s f rom 5l spocies of 
r ... ..:.--:;; 1:)-.:J -::. i:1 t ;12 ~ 2 .ia tul"':.ll colvr, f'r01:1 e v-, ry corner 
-;;:..' U f: , _lobe . } 

ll ~--- r"'I--. ~C t ,.1-f .... "'"~ T ;·~ n." 'JIit - r•"" - ~ l ~ ~ -'I~ .. '!"'-~ a v\.l ....__ V-L' :.J ~ ~ .. '.J ~~i) .:...., ;;..; ,. vv • l..l ~;... 4.. :-0.•b-L."~~,. 

11. 45 

J . 8 .. • ' -i J...:: =:,::1-.... J ,\C .3.docy 
(To P1..,::1.3Cl1~ t:1c :?::.•::i :.; luont th copy :.)f l.94.., r Q\IJ'ITZZP. , 
U S ., ~ d 1 j -::; ru "J Ac ,~d.~J '1.nnU"' 1.. Rec.el ·,;ed i.ds appoint­

on t :.. ri:i "t~o ?:~?cs· ~10nt _. tlie_ Senator• l.9•lori. Ia 
l""ron L l b ,1rt~,..- ... ;to ., ~G3ellted t 1li.s to the ? s.ident 
1--ri ].J45 az:ia 1 ~10 . ) 

Th.e . ra~:.d.cnt _ ecoi 'Jctl tb.G fo .. tional. Com::d.tteemen.,. 
C .-.1 t o,a;;wOLIB.n ar 1 t he 3 t :ite P:•esident-s oC the 
£0° , 1:-ono-era~.ic Clubs ~ America: 
AG--ne':1 _ t i.vs. Anna> Columbia• Sou.tl:I, C8rol.ina 
Ula.Tl, Enoch s .. ., Ironton,. Ohlo 
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Blundall,. J s · ., Dal.las Tex as 
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own, Robert., • tington :seac # Call.f. 
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of Business Administration) 
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( , ~,. Co.rnell us v ~.nde!'"..,ilt . t n itnay}l ' 
( G:--mei~ a l C •., l Spaatz) 
(:.in. Syminotv~ asked to h.uve this. arranged, of 

' 1/'ecord ) 

&/norable ,Jen.es E. We b b ., Direet;or• Bura au of' the'.. 
... ( ~ .i .et 
{ ?h~me :t Mr. Conn.ell.. yest.er ay fo? th1.s} 
) \ 

• r'a . ~\ri •. Cro-rm Pri nce Olav o~ .. 1orway 
. 1- !".ae iµnbassa.dor of rtorway 

' 1\ 

pn The S~cre tru: y of 14.;rioul.ture 
(- C~~sk~d ~ . Co- elly to ~rari-~e this Saturday) 

l.. pm. Tl-1e ?resident motored to Off ice af' At-to~-ne7 
Ganartl ~o-i" sui~r isa iiatnda3 l.unoheon--A.ttorney 

Q"mora.l' Birthday) 

i{The Pos aste 

4. 15 p::i (Bono a 1 e <'wtln Paule-y) 

7.20 

/ 

if (~ 'r esi en · :to t or 1ayflow r Hotel to attend 
• • D~r ~ Bu.si.~as Advisory Council) 
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0

-
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•-;. 
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.Brown, Edw - E. 
Broyl es , Reve~en.d Verno1 
Bruaro ., Honry, Pros . 
Dyke• Ken R. 

doForest . Col.. L. Ef.f1:ng,ha:m 
Deupr eo 1; B. R., Pres-. 
DoUt;l.a.s.s, Dr . Paul • .,. F ., 
Evil ~-~ 0 ·e Ross 

Lenroot,, Ka. th.aj;' 1r o 
!£?tis* -. .,..., 
Linto ~ Albe_ t 
Luce Jt Henry R. 
1lcC a.ho~ T-J 00!:laS 
rau~ • nr. l D. 
lUtch.al.l. .,, I:il?-. Eva 
Incrtthar:l. , • • II ry ks • 

Xellocc. • Vernon 
Killian-., J . • Jr. 

G:ra.hm:1,- Frank P • 
Gr-.")en, Wil..li am 
!:!.ollander• Sidney 
Ha:tdal.m.ipas ~ angel os 
::a"fteWts ege • tor 
~ ., 1.' l s on , Georgo 
llells,, lllam G. 

ol.Bon , Dona.ld 
01Boyle, Rt. Rev. 
O' Shea~ lllam J . 

gr. Patl"1ek A. 
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~ ,... and •• :5 . V rnou ., Gas ta __ 

(Lunch) 

Cnb:!.not 
(Lovett £or St ate , r-.2,-..c1 e for Lebo emd 
.for T~ easury. Gener al F1 eninc absent-. 
o~ll.ers ·present.) 

U~c i ns 
All 

4 .. - O T ~ Hono::"aol e Rob.ar t Lovett. 1 Unde_ See.retar,1 or State 
!!.Onorabl e " llliam Ben ton., A.snistant S$Cl"etary o .:. S~ate 

s .. .20 p!!l (Ilonor bl .e Geor:;e Allen ) 
). 

7:. 45 p~ (The r esident a t tendecl a .. i ay and Dinner at 
Gadsby' s T v~1"n.,. Al.exandria. Virgini.a~ g iven 
b - Genoral ari..d i rs-. Harry Vaughan) 
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NEW EVIDENCE OBTAINED TO PROVE THE EXISTENCE OF UFOs 
-- The BLT Research Team 
has provided new evidence of hemoglobin at bovine 
mutilation sights. There 
is also exciting new evidence from the message held 
in General Ramey's hand 
that a disk crashed at Roswell. 

TWENTY UFO SIGHTINGS OVER TEXAS. Twenty sightings 
of triangles , cylinders, 
fireballs and discs in the last several weeks indicate 
an Alien interest in 
Texas. Perhaps they wish to help us remember the 
tragedy at Waco and the 
deaths of some 60 women and children who died when 
government tanks spitting 
gas attacked the Branch Davidian Church. Five percent 
of our total US 
sightings are over Texas. 

NEW EVIDENCE ON ROSWELL CRASH 

Tom Carey writes that a correction should be made 
on the message held in 
General Ramey's hand in and photographed by J. Bond 
Johnson on July 8, 1947. 
Dave Rudiak's line #4 which is a key line to the message 
should read: 

" **** S*S IN THE "DISK" THEY WILL SHIP FOR Al-8TH 
ARMY AF**" 

The key phrase here is "in the disk" referring to 
something that was inside 
as well as to where it was being shipped to General 
Ramey who is the A-1 at 
Ft. Worth. What kind of balloon or radar target carries 
omething inside? 



Dave Rudial i "ab ol ulel certain'' tha t th e memo 
wn addre ed to Gen. Ho t 

. Vandenberg at the Pentagon who a t the time wa 
deputy chief of the rm 

ir Force. With the new scan , Rudiak was able to 
make out several letter in 
Vandenberg' name above Ramey's thumb which protrud es 
into the te ·t of the 
memo. Thi tie in nea tly with the followin g statement 
on page 57 of "THE 
TRUTH BOUT T HE UFO CRASH AT ROSWELL" by Randle and 

chmitt concerning 
General Vandenberg: "The Associated Press reported 
that Lieutenant General 
Hoyt S. Vandenberg, Deputy chief of the Army Air Forces 
(A.AF), hurried to AAF 
press section in Washington to take active charge 
of the news about the find 
in ew Mexico." The message is addressed 
To: Va ndenburg 

1 )* * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** ** ****** *NEAR OPERATION 
AT THE 
2) ** RAN)CH AND THE VICTIMS OF THE WRECK YOU FORWARDED 

TO THE 
3) ***T)EAM AT FORT WORTH, TEX. 
4) ***** S*S IN THE "DISK" THEY WILL SHIP FOR Al-8TH 

ARMYAF** 
5) BY B29-ST OR C47. WRIGHT AF ASSIST FLIGHTS AT 

ROSWELL. ASSURE 
6) THAT CIC-TEAM SAID THIS MISTAKEN MEANING OF 

STORY A D THINK 
7) LA TE TODAY NEX1' SENT OUT PR OF WEATHER BALLOONS 

WOULD WORK 
8) BETTER IF THEY ADD LAND DEMO RA WIN CREWS. 

Signed Ramey 

EDITORS NOTE: Again I wish to thank those research 
groups, Dave Rudiak, Tom 
Carey and Don Schmitt, Don Burleson, Neil Morris and 
the Roswell Photo 
Interpreta tion Team that are making new evidence available 
to us. Vandenberg 
wa Deputy Commander, US Army Air Forces in 1947. 



Later he became hief of 
taff, United tates Air Force. A review of his official 

daily activities 
calendar revealed he returned from Wichita Falls, 
Te ·as on July 5, 1947, less 
than a hundred miles from Ft. Worth, Texas. 
On Monday, July 7, General Vandenberg's Dairy is full 
of UFO reports, and he 
spends most of the day taking care of a flying sa ucer 
recovery in Houston, 
TEXAS, an incident that he later claims was a hoax. 
One entry sticks out. 
Be asked General Van what he thought the flying discs 
were and General Van 
was quite noncommittal. General Van said that "Some 
rational Guard planes, < 

were put on duty on their own volition to search for 
the discs, but no planes 
have been put on duty from Bq. AAF." It is possible 
this was a simple code , 
to remind him of the exact date for Roswell and where 
it was being shipped. 

On Tuesday, July 8, Col. Blanchard announces to the 
world press a flying 
saucer has been captured ,near Roswell , NM. Late afternoon 
J. Bond Johnson 
takes General Ramey' s -photograph in Fort Worth with 
a copy of the message 
apparently just sent to Vandenberg in his hand. Vandenberg's 
Dairy reports 
he returned from Congressman Wolverton's office at 
5:07 PM and went 
immediately to Secretary .of the Army Air Force Mr 
Symington's Office with 
reference to personnel for .the President's Air Board. 
At 6:20 PM went to Mr. 
Leo's office and then home. It is not known what 
the President's Air Boar,d1 . 
means and may refer to UFOs. Be should have received 
Ramey's message by then 
or first thing Wednesday morning. 

'·· , 

On Wednesday, July 9, General Vandenberg's Dairy reports 
he talked with 



General Doolittle on the phone and told him to come 
in at 10:30 AM. Be met 
, ith Mr. mington apparently with Doolittle at 10:30. 

t 10:50 he met with 
General Ei enhower Army Chief of Staff, and General 
Norstad P chological 
Operations. At 12: 15 he met again with Mr. Symington. 
At 12:15 Vandenberg 
i called by the White House and told to be there 
the next day. His diary 
also says at 2: 15 PM: Vandenberg returned from JCS 
(Joint Chief of Staffs) 
and met again with Symington. At 3:40 he met with 
General Gardner, General 
Power and Col. Peterson. He does not mention handling 
the UFO situation but, 
General Doolittle is known to have investigated UFO 
sightings in Sweden. 
General Vandenberg's Dairy indicates he meets with 
virtually all key 
military personnel in Washington DC and something 
very important was 
happening. It should be noted that Vandenberg is 
concerned that the Air 
Force was becoming a separate service in a few weeks 
and he was attempting to 
obtain funding for 70 Groups. Congress appeared to 
cutting the Air Force to 
only 55 groups. Publicizing the new possible threat 
from UFOs could help 
increase Air Force funding. The message stating that 
there were both victims 
of the wreck and shipping a disk speaks volumes. 
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weird kit of tools under his arm. descended into the cavernous bomb 
bay. There, in its spec.:ial cradle, lay a black metallic monster of the 
approximate size and shape of a baby whale. It was known variously 
to the chosen few who had ever laid eyes on it as "T hin Boy," or 
"The Thing." It was wholly dormant and innocuous as Captain Par­
sons clambered down into its nest. Only the night before, four B-29's 
in succession had crashed trying to take off from Tinian. If the 
Enol.a Gay, with its special cargo, had suffered a like fate, a properly 
activated "Thin Boy" probably would have blown a good part of 
T inian Island off the map. So Captain Parsons, one of the few men 
u ound who had been trained at Alamogordo , volunteered at the last 
minute to fuse the world's first airborne atomic bomb while in fl ight. 
H e hoped reverently to God that he knew how, and that he cou ld do 
it in time. He was far from certain. 

Four alternative targets in the Japanese homeland were circled on 
the chart that Colonel Tibbets carried on his lap. An hour ahead of 
him were three reconnaissance planes to scout the weather over 
each target. Clear vis1b1lit} from 30,000 fee t was a requisite for this 
greatest of all air stnkes. As daylight crept up out of the eastern 
horizon and spread across the sky, the Enola Gay's navigator, Cap­
tain Theodore Van Kirk, was advised by radio code that conditions 
over Target One, the cit) of Hiroshima, were ideal. He and Colonel 
Tibhets set their course accordingly, and the bombardier, Major 
Thomas W . Ferebee, got into pos1t1on behind his bombsight. "Zero 
instanlu had been calculated for 9 : 15 o'clock. At 8: 50 the shoreline 
of Honshu, the main Japanese island, swept past in brilliant sunlight 
far beneath them. At 9: 11, with the two accompanying observation 
planes deployed a mile away, one on each side, the Enola Gay 
reached her -initial point" for a straight run directly over her target. 

What premonitory emotions and anxieties gripped the men 
aboard is not recorded-whether they shouted "Bombs Away!" 
.. There she goes!" ·-rake this, you bastards!" or anything at all . 
\ \'illiam L Laurence, on special military leave from the New York 
Times as press officer for the Manhattan Engineer Dis trict, was the 
only reporter with a next-lo-eyewitness proximity to this awesome 
venture. From his privileged listening post in the main communica­
tions center at Tinian, he followed the minute-by-minu te progress of 
the flight and interviewed the crew when they returned that after­
noon . He captured some of the drama in these words: 

The Enola Gay had a four-minute run on a perfectly open target. Maj. 
Ferebee manipulatt"d the cross hairs on his bomb sight until the target 

was at the intersection between his course line and his rate line. The gr~ 
moment had come. He synchronized on Hiroshima and let go .. .. 

Those inside the Enola Gay Brst saw a little pinpoint of light, purplish 
red. In an instant the pinpoint grew into a giant ball of purple fire, a hal 
mile i~ ?iameter. The great fireball suddenly exploded into a huge mas 
of SWlrlmg flames and purple clouds. Out of it came giant concentri 
"~hite rings of fog, as though the earth itself were blowing mighty smok 
nngs. 

Suddenly out of the swirling purple cloud came a huge column o 
smoke. . . . Then came another phase. The ten-thousand-foot colum1 
suddenly grew into a giant mushroom, with tremendous clouds of dus 
swirling about its base for a distance of three miles .... 

At exactly g: 15 this morning Hiroshima stood out under the clear blu­
sky. One t: nth of a millionth of a second later, a time imperceptible b: 
any clock, 1t _had been swallowed by a cloud of swirling fire as though i 
had never exISted. The best watches made by man still ~egistered 9: 15.1 

Halfway around the world, the United States destroyer August, 
was a day out of Norfolk, bringing the almost-brand-new thirty 
second President of the United States home from his first intema 
tional ~~nference, at Potsdam. As he sat at lunch on August',6 wit] 
the ships crew, an officer handed him a radiogram that had jus 
heen received. It read : 

To The President 
From the Secretary of War 

. ~ig _bomb drop~ed. on Hiroshima August 5 at 7: 15 P.M. Washingto1 
time. First reports indicate complete success which was even more con 
spicuous than earlier test. 

In later years, the President recalled: 

When I read this I signalled to the crew in the mess hall that I wishe< 
to say something. I then told them of the dropping of a powerful ne~ 
bomb which used an explosive twenty thousand times as powerful as ; 
ton of TNT .. .. I could not keep back my expectation that the Pacific w ai 

might now be brought to a speedy end.2 

The ~ecision to atomize Hiroshima not only brought the war b 
the Pacific to a speedy end but did much, much more. • 

Jo'seph Stalin probably knew more about America's atomic-boml 
project than Harry T ruman did when he became President. In fact 

• August 5 in the Western Hemisphere ls August 6 in the Eastern. 
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Trum, n di<l not vcn know it c ·i \ •d 011 th • en Ing \! h n h \ 
, m in, and it , t\ nlmo ·t h o , e ,, Int r b for h , lo g t hb 

S t full-d briefing on th m_ ·t rlou op ration of th f uh t• 
tan ngin r Di tri t ( the :idmini trative euphemi m b hind \! hlch 
thi great t of , artim gambl , a cone a led) from the ecretary 
of \ Var, Henr L. tim ·on. Yet, in less than three month he, ould 
be ailed upon to m:ike the mo t a\! e ome deci ion an President 
had e r b n a ked to make-,. hether to loose this mo t terrif ing 
, eapon v r d vi ed b man upon human targets. 

o man ha e er , alked with le preparation into a greater 
tangle of problem than did Truman when he tepped aero th t 
anomalou Con titutional threshold that eparates the figurehead 

ice Pr idency from the towering and lonely respon ibilit of the 
Presidency. ince h is inauguration in January, he had een President 
Roo e elt privately only three time , and each occasion , as brief 
and incon equential. In hi established role as presiding officer of 
the enate he was almost totally i olated from the flow of issues and 
deci ion in the executive branch of go ernment, save as they di­
rect) concerned legisl:i tion. What he knew of the grand strategic 
of war and peace, then approaching an apocalyptic climax, he 
picked up largely from the papers and the gossip of the enatorial 
cloakrooms. 

"The Pre ident," Woodrow \Vil on , rote nearl half a century 
ago, "i at liberty both in law and in con cience to be a big a man 
he can." 

But a Vice President can be onl a big a man a hi President 
want , or permits, him to be. FDR groomed no one to be his succes­
sor, and if he ever regarded Harry Truman a anything more than a 
congenial makeweigh t on the Democratic ticket in 19-44, the fact is 
lost to hi tor . or is there much evidence that the Vice President 
himself contemplated or tried to prepar for the historic crisis that 
en eloped him on that April evening in 1945. At a later time he 
said : 

I felt that I had lived five lifetimes in m first five days as President. l 
was beginning to realize how little the Founding Fathers had been able to 
anticipate the preparations necessary fo r a man to become President so 
suddenly. Jt is a mighty leap from the Vice Pre iden y to the Presidency 
wl:en one is forced to make it without , aming. Under the pre ent system 
a ice President cannot equip himself to become Pre ident mere! b 
virtue of being seoond in rank.8 

ou•1ou1 wu.L••••vw 
Of aJI the, Vad complnit 

thrust lo the ~ , 11G11e •• ,.... fonmdabl, 
demanding than IJw .bomb, 11w rOSMft.ct ., - --. 
relaUve . in the ol .....,.. m. ~ 
was no qnadon hut tJwt che ,___.we ••• • ... CJmted Na 
houtd forward; tk mn cGl&ld. i IINd be. C'&llt 

lo ope, le under thetr owa ~ ,._ no. a1 Jn.c. • 
discovery nd hMneutng atomk ftffV ..,u,,,-, llllliq-,, 
sonaJ retponsJbilitia for the Presidat. Only a t shl ol -
ol tens of t1iousands enpged dw aaamr ,,,..,.._ .... , 
dimension, 01' were abk t.o a, llmitJe.. ► .,.w«'w 
e ch majo, step du., two-baDioo-cfoOa, 1a1ras. caq..-.111 ... J 
dent' penonaJ cmt1ient. he • al ti. ._w. - • 
o.r o to that a ~ nltim:ate cpi-ttan. '"SJ.I .. .., ... i 
on living tazget?'" 

ong the f people the wcidd ... 
imperfectly. hat going Ou Ridp. "---- -

lamo.1, ew lmco. and fbniord. Waehhp _,.,.. h 
talin nd his top 3.1SOCiates m the lutmll~ n., W CDtD1• 

more than a yeur fairly accurate •to-dale 
plied them through the~ netwark _ _. C. 
physicist us Fuc~ who attacW lllaalllllllttla I 
neering District ( IED ) • a highly ~ a,I a-Me 
role. (This desolate aot bow.. ~cr:ncwa euthoa 
until several years bter. when Fucm .., cangh,t at r.. tp 
by the British. ) tor Truman a.lmoa bhmdned 1M • 
company o the informed in m.id-1 llliam111111 ... St 
War Investigatin Committ he decided • • 
gators down to see what ~ 
lions of dollars of ppropi3ted fuads • 
hush-bush operation in Eastrm Tmneaee. lie 
time by the personal plea of ~ ~mo11,, 

gitation to his and told him: ·~12at1•. I 'l Id vou wt. 
is. hut it i.s the greatest project • the ~ al the wcdd. It is 1 

top ·ecret. Man_ the people ho ~ engaged 
, or have no id ~ tit is. and do would apprcciate, 
not goin into those plants... • 

Ahnost late-r--the 
relie ed to be able 
President in dew.l 
and to speculate , t i 
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out et of the 1ED program in 1941, timson had been designa ted 
by President Roosevelt to be his chief civi lian li aison with the scien­
ti t and military men carrying on the work. On this visi t to the 
White House, he brought with him Major General Leslie R. Groves, 
the chief admini'tra tive officer of the project, who explored the 
main technical aspects of the work for the new President . 

The substance of Groves' report was that, as the culmin ation of 
five year of totally unparalleled scient ific effort , a workable atomic 
bomb was now almost a certainty. The remaining doubts , he said, 
would be re olved sometime after the middle of July when an 
actual te t explosion wou ld be attem pted in the ew Mexico desert . 
If it succeeded at all, this explosion would yield an equivalent force 
of about 500 tons of T 1T. Thereaft er, he went on, the first "opera­
tional" bomb would be ready for use arou nd the fir st of August. 
And-in what turned ou t to be a historic understatement-this one 
hould have twice the killing force of its prototype, or the equiva­

lent of 1,000 to 1,200 tons of T T. It was a 20,000-ton bomb that hit 
Hiro hima, and "Thin Boy" was already obsolete before it was 
dropped. 

( ot every one shared General Groves' optimism. Admiral Wil­
liam D. Leahy, the crusty old sea rover who had stayed on briefl y as 
White House Military Adviser after FDR's dea th , also sat in on the 
briefing for Truman that morning. When Stimson and Groves had 
departed, he warned the President : "The damn thing wi ll never go 
off, and I say th at as an expert on explosives." Some of the sc ientific 
people of the MED were equally, if less picturesquely, skeptica l. ) 

For his part of the discussion that morning, Secretary Stimson 
dwelt less on the weaponry aspects of atomic energy than on the 
larger ques tions of it place in broad miJitary and political strategy 
and the moral implications of America's monopoly of it .4 

( The Brit­
ish and Canadians were junior partners in the enterprise, but the 
essent ial techniqu es had been developed by the United States. ) 
There was first, he said, the issue of whether such a ter rifying 
weapon shou ld be u ed at all . Beyond this was the qu es tion of our 
obligation to hum an ity as the custod ians of this ecret cosmic force, 

, ;rnd how that custodianship was to be exercised in a postwar world 
V fu ll of jealousies and tensions. He urged the President to look be­

yond the immediate prospect of the first man-made atomic bl as t to 
the tremendous long-range ram ifica tions that wou ld begin immedi­
ately to ensue. At Stimson's suggestion , Mr. Truman agreed to the 
prompt crea tion of a special committee of distin guished civili ans to 
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study, and to advise him on, the whole range of moral and politic; 
issues presented by the emergence of atomic energy as a totally ne, 
aspect of civilization. 

Rarely has there been a government committee of higher calibt 
than the so-called Interim Committee which resulted from this tall 
Stimson, whose record of public service went baclc to the Taft ac 
ministration, was its chairman, and on its roster were such names a 
James M. Byrnes, form er Supreme Court Justice and War Mobilize 
and soon to become Secretary of State; Ralph A. Bard. Assistan 
Secretary of the avy; Vannevar Bush, director of the Office o 
Scientific Research and Development, and James B. Conant, wh, 
left the presidency of Harvard to become chairman of the Nationa 
Defense Research Committee. Serving in an advisory capacity wer, 
several of the brightest luminaries from the new science of nuclea 
phys ics-such as J. Robert Oppenheimer, Enrico Fermi, and Arthu 
H . Compton, each of whom had had a commanding role in th, 
capture of atomic energy. 

The minutes and final report of this group are still classified an< 
beyond common reach, but Herbert Feis5 has done a thorough jol 
of piecing together the proceedings from many competent sources 
There were, he says, two basic items on the agenda: ( 1) how thi: 
new source of energy ( characterized by Stimson as having •mort 
effect on human affairs than the theory of Copernicus and the law o 
gravity") was to be controlled internationally, particularly with re 
spect to Russia; and ( 2. ) how the bomb was to be used in the W8.J 

against Japan ( Germany now being on the brink of defeat ). 
On the first proposition, the committee was unable to arrive at i 

clear-cut consensus. Opinions varied all the way from the argument 
that it should be jealously hoarded as an exclusive American secret 
with this country assuming the Messianic role of enforcer of tht 
world's peace, to the opposite extreme where we would immediate!) 
take the Russians into our confidence and. with them, deliver tht 
secret into the hands of an international commission under the con­
trol of the United ations. 

As one reviews the rationale of these arguments th t took place in 
such tense secrecy two decades ago ( to me, there is an antic parallel 
h~re to the opening witch scene of facbeth ), one is ruefully re­
mmded of how much of its time mankind spends going nowhere on 
a treadmill. The arguments have not changed, and the dilemma is 
the same in 1965 a it wa in 1945: Ho, hall v e control tomic 
energy? How hall we blunt its po, er fore il nd sharpen its paten-
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tial for good? How, indeed , can we save ourselves from immolation 
on an atomic pyre tha t we have built an<l fu eled with our own 
h:mds? These awesome ques tions have not been answered through 
countless hours of international wrangling, bullying, and negotia­
tion, nor through prayer, nor through "peace strikes," nor through 
the scientists' blind search for a damper or counterforce against the 
atomic holocaust. On this, as on so many stubborn cold war issues, 
that evolved in the late 194o's, we are still pumping that treadmill. 

On the second proposition, raised by the Interim Committee, a 
sharper consensus did emerge: that the bomb should be used as soon 
as possible against a major military target to force Japan promptly to 
her knees. There were both pros and cons to this, of cour e. Most 
importantly, a group of scientists at the atomic project in Chicago, 
headed by Leo Szilard, protested vehemently against the debase­
ment of their efforts by turning it to the lethal purposes of warfare. 
They also argued strongly against the doctrine of an atomic mono­
poly, pointing out that the principles of atomic fission were already 
known to scientists in many parts of the world. Any effort by this 
country to hoard its knowledge of atomic energy, they said, would 
only feed the envious and probably warlike determination of other 
nations to develop the bomb for themselves. 0 

c./ Another viewpoint commanding attention was that the bomb 
should be employed against Japan, but only by means of a nonlethal 
demonstration in the ocean or on a deserted island. There was gen­
eral revulsion within the committee, according to Secretary Stim­
son's recollections, aga inst the idea of the mass slaughter that would 
result from bombing a populated center. But weighing against this 
was the prospect that the conventional ground, sea, and air attack 
then being waged against the fanatical Japanese would take at least 
ano ther year and possibly as many as one million American and 
British casualties before victory could be achieved. One or maybe 
two well-placed atomic bombs should, on the other hand, end the 
war in a matter of days. 

J As for the alternative of a harmless demonstration, there were 
sound arguments against that, too. To make it effective, the event 
would have to be widely billed in advance so that the enemy could 
see the awesome blast, or at lea t know about it and be properly 
intimida ted . But in the then current state of atomic science, there 

• Atomic '"proliferation" is a greater concern to Washington as this is being written 
( 1965) than the imminence of atomic war. Besides the United States, Great Britain, 
Russia, France, and Communist China now possess atomic weapons. 
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was no absolute assurance that this primitive device would go of 
planned, or that the delivering plane and its crew would not 
demolished in the process. Such an eventuality, it was reaso1 
would be a mortal blow to the image of Allied invincibility 
probably would encourage Japan to fight on more detennim 
than ever. It could also, it was believed, cause the Russians, ' 
had promised at the Yalta Conference to get into the war aga 
Japan three months after Hitler was disposed of, to drag their f, 

L/There was, after all, in that baleful, tortured summer of 1945, : 
one overriding objective to American world policy: to whip Ja1 
and end the war in the shortest time with the least possible cost 
men and money. The debate in the Interim Committee theref 
resolved itself in forwarding to the President the following histc 
conclusion on what to do about the atomic bomb: "\Ve can prop 
no technical demonstration likely to bring an end to the war. ' 
can see no acceptable alternative to direct military use."• 

The controversy ove, the moral rightness of this conclusion l 
never ceased. But it seemed not greatly to trouble President T 
man, to whom it was clear and logical that bombs to be used in 1 

war against the Axis had always been the end purpose of this wh, 
gigantic effort . 

Thus reinforced, he embarked aboard the Augusta on July 7 : 
his first meeting with Prime Minister Churchill and Premier Sta 
at Potsdam. Their basic purpose was to correlate plans for a pea1 
fu l Europe ( V-E Day had occurred on May 8 ) and for finishing t 
war in the Pacific. On the evening of the 16tli, Stimson, who h 
followed the President over by air, handed him, at the "L~ttle Wh 
House," in Potsdam a message just received from General Groves 
Alamogordo, ew Mexico. In strictly homemade code, it read 
follows: "Operated on this morning. Diagnosis not yet complete b 
results seem satisfactory and already exceed expectations." To Prir: 
Minister Churchill's headquarters, the Secretary sent this meanin 
fu l paraphrase: "Babies satisfactorily born." Both meant the san 
thing: The static test in the ew Mexico desert had handsome 
succeeded. The atom bomb was a reality at last. 

ow only three important steps had to be taken before tl 
doomsday bell would be tolled. 

On the 24th, President Trnman at Potsdam OK'd what amountf 
to the final orders for the Enola Gay' historic flight. Directed t 

General Carl A. Spaatz, Commanding General, U.S. Anny Strateg 
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tr Forces, and signed by General Thomas C. Handy, Acting Chief 
of Staff, the orders read in part : 

The 509th Composite Croup. 20th Air Force [ the ato~ic strik~ f~rce] 
will deliver its first special bomb as soon as weather will per~,t v1~11al 
bombing after about 3 August, 1945, on one of the t~rgets: H_iroshima, 
Kokura, iigata and agasaki . .. . Additional bom~s will be delive_red o~ 
the above targets as soon as made ready by the pro1ect staff. • • • Dissemi­
nation of any and al l information concerning the use of t~e weapon 
against Japan is reserved to the Secretary, of War and the President of the 
United States.7 

!ext was the problem of what and how to tell Stalin, now that the 
secret of the bomb was abou t to unfold itself. Truman and 
Churchill conferred anxiously about this. Their dilemma was to 
convey to the smilingly treacherous old dictator just enough to head 
off his complaints that his allies had bypassed him, but not enough 
to reveal the true nature of the weapon. ( They put off to an uncer­
tain tomorrow facing up to the ultimate political realities raised _by 
the bomb. ) So, at the conclusion of their formal Big Three session 
on the 24th , Trnman strolled nonchalantly around the table to 
where the Russian leader was chatting with some of his aides . 

"I casually mentioned to Stalin," the Presiden t has recalled, "t~at 
we had a new weapon of unusual destructive force. The Russian 
Premier showed no particular interest. All he said was that he was 
glad to h~~.r it and hoped we would make 'good use of it against the 
Japanese. . 

Truman and Churchill chortled smugly over their coup as they 
left the conference together, blissfully ignorant that the enigmatic 
Russian Premier had scored a poin t in one-upmanship against them. 
What he could have said, bu t didn't, was : "So? I've known about it 
all along." 

Finally there was the question of whether the Japanese could be 
induced t~ surrender before the A-bomb was used against them. The 

V country had already been hammered into near helplessness. To_kyo 
and dozens of Japan's other major cities had ~een turned m_to 
charred shells bv the massive fire raids of the B-29 s. fts navy and its 
air force had b~en reduced by the summer of 1945 to virtual impo­
tency. Only its army remained strong, and_ it ~as known that the 
fana tical Japanese soldiery could make an mvas10n of the Japanese 
homeland a costly and long-drawn-out butchery. While there had 
been some ten tative and ambiguous peace feelers from Tokyo by 
way of Moscow, the Allies insisted on "unconditional surrender" a 

the sole price of peace. ( Churchill demurred over this rigidity, 
since the United States was carrying the main burden of the Pa• 
fighting, he let the President have his way.) 

The text of a proposed ultimatum to the Japanese rulers had b 
drawn in Washington several weeks earlier. Truman gru 
Churchill's assent to it on the scene at Potsdam; and the assen 
Chiang Kai-shek, the Nationalist Chinese leader, by radio. The 
contained no hint of an atomic bombing, but sternly promised u 
des truction of the Japanese homeland, just as Germany had b 
destroyed, unless the terms of unconditional surrender were im~ 
ately met. The ultimatum ( later known as the Potsdam Declarati 
was issued on the evening of July 26, and its content was beame• 
Japan repeatedly for the next twenty-four hours by the powe 
radio transmitters of the Office of War Information on Srupan. 1 
nights later, millions of leaflets were dropped over Japan from 
ing Fortresses. They repeated the substance of the Declaration, 
with an ominous new note added. Eleven cities were listed, of wl 
at least four would shortly be picked for total destruction from 
air. "Attention Japanese People," the leaflets read, "Read this c 
fully as it may save your life or the life of a relative or a friend." 

It is now known that there was a violent split within the Japa:1 
governing hierarchy at this time in late July over whether to • 
tinue the unequal struggle or to give up. The fate of the Emp 
and his sacred status, which the Allies had failed to clarify in t 
surrender terms, seems to have weighed powerfully in behal 
those who counseled a fight to the death. At all events, it was 
side that prevailed , Premier Suzuki disclosed the government's 
cial position when he told Japanese reporters on the afternoo1 
July 29: "I believe the joint proclamation of the three countri< 
nothing but a rehash of the Cairo Declaration. As for the gov 
ment, it does not find any important value in it, and there is no o 
recourse but to ignore it entirely and resolutely fight for the succ 
ful conclusion of this war." 

His defi ant words, broadcast to the world, stamped "Go" on 
flight orders of the Enola Gay. 

The bomb that exploded a thousand feet above Hiroshima ki 
upwards of 78,000 people, most of them instantly, which was ne 
twice as great as the number who survived with injuries. It de1 
ished practically every house within a three-mile radius of the 
get zero, or about 99 percent of the city's buildings. The sec 
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111akini-: i1 111nll' ll"'l'"11,iH· 10 1"'1111l.11 "111i111c111. ... 1\1) 111 1111 c \\'Ill k will 

be <.unc.erncu al11to,t exdu~i\"cl) wi1h do11te,1it polily 111 .tllt:n .111d with 

effons to tran,form the political eco110111) or our d omestic imtitutions."3~ 

The truth is 1ha1, after stimulating much comment with a uramatic 

thesis anti after engaging in l>C\Cr;d polemicd .111ides in the Nn11 l'ork 
R eview of noolcs and >0 irritating ll etbert Feis th at the la u er in his 

book on the origim or the Cold \\'.1r 1cl1"ed to me ntion the author o[ 

Atomic D,plomacy by name, Alpe1ovill cou ld not prove his m a jor conten­

tion . Adam Ulam, in a camtic anal)~is or " D r . Alperoviu," has written, 

One would e:.pect Alpero,1tz 10 .1dd11cc al lc.1,1 .i ,i1111lc im1a11ce of an American 
11ego11ator SJ)ini; in dint 10 ., Ru»1.111 d1111111( thl· period in 11ucs1ion ( 19·15-16), 
"You ougla 10 rt'llllll1bn "c h.l\c 1hc bomh." or " If )Oll l(O ca,y on the Poles 
we m1gh1 ,l1Jre our nudcM l,.now-ho,, ,,11h )Oll .. Or he might offer a public 
Hateme111 l,1 in American olho.tl 1h.11 " the Rm\1.111\ Ot11(hl to keep in mind 
l,dore 1hn go 100 far 111 Ru111.rni;1 1h.,1 ,n- h,l\l' 1111, wt·;ipon •• Dr. Alpcrovit1 
don not Ole :.n, ,uch 11n1anlc> bnau,e 1hcrc \\Cre11'1 any.:io 

H is supponen "c:re tt'dUtcd to ,.t1i11g 1hat .-\ lpero, iu had widened the ir 

horiJOm, had m;ide them set' 1h.it >0mc offtu.tb in the nited tates 

Government Jud behnecl tha1 the 1h1c.11 of the atomic bomb m igh t h e lp 

1hem 1e,ol,e th1:11 11uublt'"l> ,d1h 1he R11"i .111,. ,\ lpc1ovi11 w.1, red11ccd to 

reh 111g on the pm, t'I, ol I'"< holo~, Pm,t·,,1,111 ol I he bomb, h e d eclared, 

111flucnt1:J .-\1111:11<j1J ulhu.1h 111u1e 1h.111 thq l,.11<: w 01 ,.1id I n a , idcways 

moH·nH:n t in om: of hi, .\',:w l'urk lfr111ew e,,.1y,, lpcrovi lL a lso took 

refuge in logic. American militar) leaders, he remarked , believed the 

bomb unnt'<.C')>aT) for ,ictor) o,er JapJn, but the ni ted ta1es Govern­

mt'nt faileJ to rea,-!>t")> the militjry ,ituJtion. \ Vhy did "th e mome ntum 

1e 111 ;; 111 '141ic-n the nulitJT) rea~m di!>.q>pl'.tred?" Amwer: " diplomatic 
mornt'ntum haJ b) this 1irne tal..en co111rol of policy."•0 

By tht' time he had matlt his re1reat, half or the grad u a te students in 

the cou1111 1 '14"t're bd1t, 111g h1, or1gi11.d thesis and the o l11er hair were 

looking to,· hole, in hi, argu111t'lll One of 1he latter ;u the Un iversity o[ 

Tenne,st"e rounu 1h.,1 in Alpt'roviu 's daim t ha t o n June 18, 1945, 
TruntJn ·, mihtaq ;ith1~n hat! dgreed 1hat J apa n could be forced 10 

rnirender unrnnd11wnjlh without the u,e or the bomb a nti withou t a n 

in,J,ion (;rnJ 1ht d1plu111a11< mo111en1u111 wa,, th<:1du1e, abou t to set in) 

anJ Jud quo1ed Cu1c1al .\fjr,h.111 ;1> S,l)ing, ,.. I ht: imp.ttl _o~ R uss'.an 

entr) 011 1he Jlic.id) hupeln, J.q1.1nne nt.1) 1,ell lie the dcc1s1ve ac110 11 

3,( uld II 01 f »n" p ◄ 

~11- On \loonn l11>lu!\ Ke 1rJJ111~ d1< Culd \\ Jr ," n«·1p1ul 111 l'Jlnson, cd, Orrgi1u 

of tire Cold II ar p II~ 
•OCold II dr £,1011, p , l he pS)cholug, 11 on p i i . ··Thus it appears that the natural 

milillr\ 3 urnp1w11 1hJ1 th.:: l,o111I., \< u11IJ 1.,e us.-J tx-cJ111c i111err11r,hed \<llh dip_lomatic 
,t1Jl'-1r' in J \\J\ .._, • 11 u1k 11 \<JS prouJlil) 1101 <U111pl<1tf) 11111k1swoJ by the paruopants 

1h~t11!.C'IH'S " 
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k vcri 11i-: 1lic111 i111u c 1pi111la1io11," he h;1d trimmed the 11uotatio11 so 

give it ;1 quite different meaning from what Marshall intended.H HUI 

as I he T ennessee sharpshooter was a bout lo draw a head on Al pen 
the e11fn11 l terrib le of I 965 was, as mentioned, rapidly disappearing 

the h istoriogra ph ica 1 horizon . 

3 

R evisionist cri tics of U.S. foreign policy during the Cold War era 

encounte red th ree problems or issues or aspects of policy that can 

d ecision in the yea r I 946 that bother them in varying degree. Lik< 

conten tions discussed in preceding pages, these also are worth ca 

n o ti ce in what b y this juncture may b e beginning to appear as an ( 1 
to knock clown every theory the revisionists have put up. Frankly, ar 

risk o [ appearing to be a traditionalist, a defender of received tr, 

a nd a victim of Cold War rhetoric (after all, is there not some mer 

-IIAJperovi1z needs 10 show that 1here was no military justification for 1he bomb. l 
h is key piece o( cvi<lencc , because it would mean that President Truman obvious! 
11l1nior rl'a,011s (or using a10111ic weap<HIS. On pp. :137- 38 of A lo111ic D iplo111flcy, Al 
vitt wril l'S ;u follows: " lie /ore //re 11l0111ic bomb w,u drof1ped each of the J oint C/11 
St 11// 1u/i,iutl 1/111/ i i was /1i/!J1/y lilcdy that }11/11111 could be forud to surre11der '11 

tlir iu,111 /ly,' w i1/ru 111 usr uf tire /,0111/, 1111tl 1vitlio111 u 11 inv1uio11 . [Alperovitz's italic, 
deed, th is charae1erization of 1he posi1ion taken by 1he senior military advisen 
conservative one. General Marshall 's June 18 appraisal was the most cautiously ph 
advice offered by any o( the Joint Chiefs: 'The impact of Russian entry on the al 
hope less Japanese may well be the decisive action levering them into capitulation. 
The ellipsis points at the end of this quota1ion are Alperovitz's, after which he pas: 
the opinion of Admiral Leahy. For the quotation from Marshall, Alperovi1z clte 
Potsdam documents in Foreign Relations, but from a carefu l reading of Foreign 

lions: The Conference o f flu/in , J94J, l (WashJngton, 1960), 905, 1he ~me page us, 
Alpcrovitz, It is clear tha1 Marshall an1icipated the necessity of American troops Jar 
on Kyushu , an opcra1io11 then being planned for November I, and thal ii migh1 
be necessary to lan<l troops on Honshu, the island con taining Tokyo, which I 
landing eventua lly was scheduled for April 15, 1946. Following ls a properly full q 
lion of Ma rshall 's opinJon (in the document the general was reading, the design. 
"J apan" mean t the Honshu landing): "There is reason 10 believe that the first go 
in Kyushu should not exceed the price we have paid for Luzon. II is a gri m fae1 that , 
i, not an easy. hloodlcss way to victory in w;ir and it is the 1hankless task of the le. 
10 111 .1i111ain their linn outward front which holds the reso lution of 1heir subordii 
Any irie<ol111ion in the leaders may resu lt in costly weakening and Indeci sion ir 
s11ho1dina1e•. . . [Ellipsis marks in original.] An important poin1 aboul Russian 
1icipa1ion in the war is that the impac1 of Russian entry on 1he already hopeless Jap; 
may w<:l l be the decisive action levering them into capi111la1ion at that time or sh 

therei1/ler if we land in Japan ." Alpcrovitz omilled 1hcse fina l, i1alidze<l words 
failed to print the precedi ng 1wo sentences, lifting his quotation completely 01 
context. I am greatly indebted to John Garry Clifford of the University of Connect 
who in 1%8- 1969 taught al T ennessee and devoted part of a seminar to the Alper 
book, for calling my attention 10 this use of quotation . 



"Always has been," Dad said. "J c i one o( our wea pons." 
T he truth, of course, as Dad had ind ic..i ted in his prev io us com­

men t, was that the a tomic bomb would be used on ly as a las t 
despera te resource. I3ut he hoped tha t the th rea t of using it would 
force the Ch inese to move more ca utiously. 

Now the reporters, sni ITi ng a story, re;i ll y went to work on him. 
" Does tha t mean , Mr. President, use aga inst military objec tives 
or c ivilian?" Robert G. N ixon of Interna tional News Service 
asked . Note the nea t way tha t question penned my fa ther into a 
corner. H e tried to extrica te himself by s;iy ing th ;i t w;is "a matter 
tha t the mi litary people have to dec ide. J 'm no t a mi lit.1 ry author­
ity tha t passes on those things." 

M y fa ther was thin ki ng o( the way t;1rge ts we_re se lected fo r 
the a tomic bombs d ropped on J ap;in. H e had ordered his mil itary 
ad visers to se lec t authentic military targe ts, and they had done 
so. H e was trying to avoid the implica tion tha t he or an yone else 
would willingly d rop a bomb on a purely civili .1 n wrget. H e was 
trying to do this in a nice way, without cutting down Bob Nixon. 

" Mr. President," sa id Frank Bourgholtzer, " yo u sa id this de­
pends on U nited a tions action . Does tha t mea n that we wo uldn' t 
use the a tomic bomb except under United Na t ion authori zation '" 

This question tried to pin Dad into ;m other corner. N umerous 
congressmen , mostly R epubl icans, were extremely touchy about 
the agreements which President Roosevelt had made wi th the 
British, giving them a say in the use of the atom bomb. When 
those agreements expired in 1946, Congress had absolutely refused 
to renew them. In fa ct, their intra nsigence had forced Dad to 
break off a ll direct relations with Brit ish rese;irch in atomic 
energy. Struggling to avo id g iving hi s home-front cr it ics political 
ammuni tion , Dad replied : "No, it doesn ' t mea n that ;i t ;i ll. The 
ac tion against Communist China depends on the ;1ction o( the 
United Nations. The milita ry commander in the fi eld will have 
ch;irge of the use of we.1pons, as he a lw;iys has." 

H ere my fath er was trying to s;iy tha t eve n a UN army had per­
mission to use a ll the wea pons in its arsen;i l , if its s11rvi val was at 
stake. 

N one of the reporters tri ed to p ursue these ques tions beyond 
the s ingle answer m y fath er g.1 ve the111 . Th ere was no incl ic;i t ion 
tha t the subject was considered the main theme o( the press con-
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ference. They again went on to other things and the conference 
ended with a plea from Dad for the reporters and the nation to 
understand that " we have exerted every effort possible to prevent 
a third World War. Every maneuver that has been made since 
June 25 has had in mind not to create a situation which would 
cause another terrible war. We are still trying to prevent that war 

from happening." 
The reporters departed and within minutes, the UP began 

carrying the following bulletin: " PRESIDENT TRUM AN SAID TODAY 

THE U N ITED STATES HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION USE OF THE ATOMIC 

BOM B IN CONN ECTION WITH THE WAR IN KOREA-" 

The AP was just as bad : " PRESIDENT TRUMAN SAID TODAY ACTIVE 

CONSID ERATION IS BEING GIVEN TO USE OF THE ATOM IC BOMB AGAINST 

T HE CHI NESE COM MU ISTS IF THAT STIP IS NECESSARY-" 

Only much la ter in the message did the AP explain the context 
of Dad 's remarks on the atomic bomb and make it clear that they 
were not in the prepared statement which he had made on Chinese 
intervention, a t the beginning of the conference. Charlie Ross 
hastily summoned reporters to his office and sternly told them that 
the stor y's implica tion-tha t new consideration of the atomic bomb 
was in the works, because of the Chinese intervention-was simply 

not true . 
Meanwhile, the AP ticker kept piling d istortion on distortion: 

" HE SAID .. . THE DECISION OF WHETHER TO DROP ATOMIC BOMBS 

WAS ONE FOR THE COMMANDER IN TH.E FIELD-" 

From Iew York the AP sent orders to its 'Washington Bureau 
to jump this to the top of the story. It now read as follows: 

FIRST LEAD TRUMAN KOR.EA 

WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 3 0TH-(AP) PRESIDENT TRU MAN 

SAID TODAY USE OF THE ATO MIC BOM B I KOR.EA HAS ALW AYS 

BEEN UNDER CO NSIDERATION-AND WHETHER TT IS USED IS UP 

TO AMERICAN MILITARY LEADERS IN THE FIELD •• , • 

An appalled Charlie Ross hastily put together a clar ifying state­
ment-bu t the damage had been done. The afternoon papers 
ca rried huge headlines m aking it sound as if my father were 
shipping A-bombs to MacArthur with a carte blanche to use them 
- the last th ing in the world he would have done at such a moment. 
In Europe the story crea ted an even bigger sensa tion. Italian 
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papers dechred lhal bombers loaded wilh ;1lo1 11 weapons were 
ready to take off from J apanese a irfields . T he Tim es of In dia ran 
an editoria l under the heading, "NO, NO, NO." London went 
into the biggest flap . The House of Commons had been deba ting 
foreign policy for two d ays, and Mr. Churchill and other Con­
serva tive leaders had been urging Prime Minisler Attlee to go to 
America and confer with my father on Britain 's numerous prob­
lems. \,Vhen the news of the a lom bomb story reached the H ouse, 
the left wing of the Labour party immedia lely circulated a pe ti­
tion, wh ich collecled a hundred signa tures, declaring that if Attlee 
supported Dad 's supposed alomic intenlions, they wo uld bolt the 
party and bring down the government. A panicked Attl ee an ­
nounced tha t he would Ay to Washinglon immediately. 

It was a ll ridiculous, and very disheartening. Douglas Cater in 
his book, Th e Follrlh B ran ch of the C ovr:rnm e11t , ;11Jout the 
re la tionship between the free press and the gove rn 111 c 11 t , ca I led 
the handling of this story a jo urnalistic lapse tha t bordered on 
"complete irresponsibi lity." 

Natura ll y, the person on whom lhis a tomic fbp took the most 
terrible to ll was C harlie Ross. Inev itab ly, he felt responsible for 
his fellow newsmen's lapse. H e thought he sho uld ha ve anticipated 
the question or asked Dad to clarify his remarks before the press 
conference ended. Charlie had been press secre tary for more than 
five grueling years. "This jo b is li ke a prison," he wrote a frie nd 
on May 2, 1950. But he added, "The work remains, of course, 
extraordinari ly interesting." 

Charlie suffered from severe a rthritis, and he also had a bad 
heart. H e was at the top of Dr. Graham's worry list. After he 
wrote tha t le tter, C harlie and th e rest of lhe \Vhite H ouse staff 
were plunged into the multipl e crises of the Korea n \Var. Then 
came the ex hausting trip to- Wak e Island ;ind lhe shock of the 
a ttempted assassina tion. Finall y, on Monday, December 4, Prime 
Minister Att lee came hurtling into \,Vashing ton for a summi t con­
ference which only incre;ised th e ;i lready imposs ible pressure­
especia ll y on Charlie. 

The first d;iy of my father's t;i lks with life prime minisler made 
it clear th;it Mr. J\ll lec's lrip had been 111111en:ss;1ry. T here were 
no real dis;igreemerHs on ;i ny of the world problems lhey were 
facing wgelher. llu l a very ga rb led acc<H lll l o l th e: fi r~l clay's 
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111ee ting was published in a London paper. Several reportcn asked 
Charlie to give them a more factual briefing on what was really 
being said. The following day Charlie di.scwscd this problem with 
Dad and got permission to tell the reporters everything that did 
not end;inger our security_ After lunch that day aboard the..~t 
W illiamsburg with leaders of Congress, Dad and Mr. Attlee spent 
the afternoon discussing the problem of maintaining the Allied 
coal ition in the United Nations, in the face of the new Chinese 
aggression. Charlie a rrived back at the White House in the early 
evening and gave forty reporters a detailed account of the day's 
discussions. H e did his usual masterful job. Then he was button­
holed by TV newsmen and asked to repeat some of the things he 
had said for their cameras. Charlie wearily agreed and sat down 
at his desk , while they set up a microphone on it. His secretary, 
Myrtle Bergheim, started kidding him, in the usual style of the 
Truman White H ouse. " Don 't mumble," she said. 

'"You know I always speak very distinctly," Charlie replied. 
Suddenly, the cigarette he had just lit fell from his lips. He 

sl umped back in his chair. Miss Bergheim immediately dialed Dr. 
Graham's number and he sprinted from his office in the main part 
of the White H ouse. In less than a minute he was giving Charlie 
oxygen and administering a heart stimulant. But it was too late. 
" H e was gone," Dr. Graham said, " before I got there." 

Dad was shattered by the news. It seemed at the time like the 
las t possible thing that could go wrong. He knew better than any­
on e how totally and unstintingly Charlie had given of himself in 
his job. Sadly, Dad sat down at his desk and wrote out in longhand 
a sta tement which is, I think, one of the most moving things he 
ever put down on paper. 

The friend of my youth, who became a tower of strength 
when the responsibilities o[ high office so unexpectedly fell to 
me, is gone. To collect one's thoughts to pay tribute co Charles 
Ross in the face of this tragic dispensation is not easy. I knew 
him as a boy and as a man. In our high school years together he 
gave promise of these superb intellectual powers which he at­
tained in after life. Teachers and students alike acclaimed him 
as the best all-around scholar our school had produced. 

H is years of preparation were followed by an early maturity 
of usefulness. In the many roles of life he played his pa.rt with 
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exalted honor and an honesty of purpose from wh ich he neve r 
deviated. To him as a newspaperman truth was ever mighty as 
he pursued his work from Washington to the capitals of Europe 

Lo the far continents. 
Here al the While House the scope of his influence extended 

far beyond his va ried and complex and always exacting duties 
as secretary to the President. He was in charge of press and 
radio, a field which steadily broadened in rece nt years with con­
tinuous advance in the technique of communica tions. It was 
characteristic of Charlie Ross that he wa, holding a pres, con­
ference when the summons came. \Ve al l knew th at he was work­
ing far beyond his strength. But he wou ld have it ,o. He fell at 
his post, a casualty o[ his fidelity to duty and his determinatio n 
thal our people should know the truth, and all the truth, in 
these criti cal times. 

His exacting duties did not enc.I with his work as pre,s secre­
tary . More and more, all of us came to depe11d on the co unse l 
011 que,tions of high public polity whicl1 Ile (()llld ~ive out of 
the wealth of hi, lcarni11g, his wi,do111 ;111d hi, Ltr-llu11g ex peri ­
ence. Patriotism and integrity, honor and honesty, loft y ideals 
and nobility of intent were his guides and ordered hi, life from 
boyhood onward. He saw life steady and saw it whole. We shall 
miss him as a public servant and mourn him as a fri end. 

After the sta temen t was typed, Dad walked dow n the short 
corridor LO th e lounge where the reporters were waiting. They 
form ed a semicircle around him and he began to read the words, 
"The fri end o f my youth, who became a tower of-" 

H e could no t go on . "Ah, hell," he sa id , and threw the typed 
words dow n on the table in front of th e reporters. " I ca n ' t read 

this thing. You fell ows know how I [eel anyway." 
H is head bowed , Dad walked ou t o[ the room. 
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[CHAPTER] 

Twenty-Six 

I WAN DER ED into this vortex of grief and crisis. Five hours after 
Charlie Ross died, I gave the final concert of my 1950 tour at 
Cons titution H al l. Although I was on a warm, first-name basis 
with a ll of D ad 's aides, I was closest to Charlie. I treated him like 
an uncl e and he trea ted me like a fresh niece. We were always 
exchang ing wisecracks and friendly insults . From the perspective 
of his own gr ief, Dad had d ecided that I must not be told what 
had happened until the concert was over. This was easy enough 
to ach ieve. When the President of the United States gives an 
order , there are dozens of people ready to carry it out. It was far 
different from keeping the news of the attempted assassination 
from me . Then I was in a distant city, with only a handful of peo­
ple to protect m e from reporters. Dad's order was faithfully 
obeyed . I went onstage knowing nothing about Charlie's death. 

But Dad could not control the reaction of the audience. Charlie 
R oss was one of the most popular men in Washington. News of 
hi s death had spread throughout the city. I was the only one in 
Constitution H all who did no t know about it. Coming on top of 
the bad news from Korea and the phony atomic bomb scare, 
Chari ie's death may have made many people in the audience feel 
it was bad taste for me to be singing a t all. At any ra te, I soon 
se nsed there was someth ing wrong wi th their reac tion. At the 
time I blamed it on Korea. I was sure it had nothing to do with 
th e music. In fac t, I thought it was one of my better performances. 
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I \(' As a result of the 1950 elections, the large Democratic majority in 
\i'('', the House was cut drastically. In the Senate, the new alignment 
\ ,1 became 49 Democrats and 47 Republicans, with the Republicans 

, f,. picking up six seats, knoc~g out Senator Scott Lucas, ~e Major!ty 
~-, J Leader, and Senator Franru Myers, the Democratic Whip. In Ohio, 

\ ,. Senator T aft won re-election by a whopping 400,000 majority and 
: • became the frontrunner for the Republican Presidential nomination 

in I 952. 
Only a day aft.er he wired Washington that the Chi nese Reds had 

intervened on a full scale in Korea, MacArthur sent a revised opinion 
that this was not so. But, he added, "hostile planes are operating 
from bases west of the Yalu River against ou r forces in North Korea . 
. . . The present restrictions ... provide a complete sanctuary for 
hostile air immediately upon their crossing the Manchuria-North 
Korea border. ... Unless corrective measures are promptly taken 
this factor can assume decisive proportions." 

Besides the right to "hot pursuit" of planes across the Yalu, Mac­
Arthur also requested permission "to execute the bombing of the 
targets under discussion as the only resource left to me to prevent a 
potential build-up of enemy strength to a point threatening the safety 

or the command." 
In reply~ Truman denied MacArthur the right to engage 1n "hot 

pur,u1t of l. O l.1ny r•,.mt's and rqc:1..t<:J h1"' plc.1 to bo111h h;1,..::, in 
,M anchL,r:J \ she sav. it, such action would not only extend the war 
to China but would also cause the Russians to intervene as Red 

'hina's ally. World War III would then be unleashed upon the globe 
with all the new hornble weapons or war. 

Despite Truman's rt:~trictio~ MacArthur began a renewed drive 
to reach the Yalu. On ~ . c' ~., r 21., scattered units unde r his com­
mand arrived at the borcler. Three days later he sent Walker's Eighth 
Army on what was to be its final offensive. " If successful," he said, 
"this should for all practical purposes end the war, restore peace and 
unity to Korea ... [and] enable the prompt withdrawal of United Na­
tions military force,." There was aho a report that MacArthur had 
told one of his commanders that "the boys will be home for Christ­
mas," a report that the gc::neral lat.er denied. 

Then, on ~u, L111l•a~ ( MacArthur's hope fo r a qu ick victory 
vanished. Across the wobbly planks of Yalu River bridges unde r cover 
of darkness, more than 200,000 Chinese Communist troops, well-
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armed and trained, poured into North Korea. By the twenty-eighth, 
Walker's army was reeling under a massive, sustained assault; and on 
the east coast the X Corps found Chinese units both to the north and 
the south. With utter disregard for life, ignoring gunfire and heavy 
casualties, the Red Chinese soldiers swept forward in waves of frontal 
attacks. The X Corps soon lost contact with the Eighth Army, and 
the competition to reach the Yalu was now forgotten in a headlong 
retreat and a fight for survival. Bitterly MacArthur complained that 
the sole reason for this disaster was the order from Washington limit­
ing the fighting to Korea. To reporters, be spoke about " extraordinary 
inhibitions ... wi thout precedent in military history." 

"After the Chinese breakthrough," said Senator Connally, ·"the 
Republicans absolved MacArthur of all blame and loudly demanded 
Acheson's scalp for the blunder." At the same time, ill-feeling toward 
MacArthur ran high at the Pentagon. "It was well known in Washing­
ton that General Bradley disliked MacArthur," Senator Kilgore said. 
As for General Marshall, he and MacArthur bad not been friends for 
decades. 

While the Chinese Reds continued their savage advance, future 
military tactics in the Korean debacle became a matter of international 
concern because of Truman's news conference on November 30, 
1950. Speaking to reporters, be remarked that "we will take whatever 
steps are necessary to meet the military situation, just as we always 
have." 

" Does that mean that there is active consideration of the use of the 
atomic bomb?" a reporter asked. 

"There has always been active consideration of its use," Truman 
replied. "I don't want to see 'it used. It is a terrible weapon, and it 
should not be used on innocent men, women and children who have 
nothing whatever to do with this military aggression." • 

Most newspapers omitted -the words "always" in quoting Truman. 
The result was that his statement was given an entirely false inter­
pretation. In England, a hundred Labor MP's signed a letter to Attlee 
protesting the possible use of the bomb, and a long and serious debate 
on Truman's supposed intention to use the bomb followed in the 
House of Commons. At the close of the debate, Attlee was loudly 
cheered when be announced that be was flying to Washington to dis­
cuss the use of the bomb with Truman. 

By the time the Truman-Attlee talks got underway on December 
4, Truman was in possession of a MacArthur note that read: "This 
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command ... is now faced with conditions beyond its control and 
strength." Truman promptly pointed out to Attlee that although his 
advisers did not believe there was a chance to hold the line in Korea, 
he intended to make the attempt "until the situation improves the 
chances for negotiation." lf the Chinese took Korea, he added, they 
would next move into lndo-China, then Hong Kong, then Malaya. 
The Soviet Union was the true aggressor, the two agreed, and would 
benefit most if Truman listened to MacArthur and extended the war 
to China proper. As General Bradley later expressed it, such a con­
flict would involve the United States "in the wrong war, at the wrong 
place, at the wrong time and with the wrong enemy." 

On the filth , Truman and Attlee, with their advisers, met again on 
the Williamsburg for lunch and further discussion. This was one of 
Truman's worst days. Afterward, Charlie Ross returned to his office 
in the White House, where he suffered a heart attack at his desk and 

died. 
Truman was stunned. But he had no opportunity to retire alone 

with his grief, for that very evening Margaret was giving a concert at 
Constitution Hall. Concerned that Ross's death would affect her sing­
ing, he implored his aides not to inform her. That evening, Margaret 
said, when she walked onto the stage, "the atmosphere was charged 
not only with grief but with mystery . I think I should have been told 

that my friend had died ." 
The concert went smoothly enough, but its aftermath produced a 

furor because of a letter Truman wrote to the music critic of the 
Washington Post while under great emotional stress. The statements 
in Paul Hume's review of Margaret's concert that most infuriated 
Truman were: "She is flat a good deal of the time ...• She cannot 
sing with anything approaching professional finish . .• . She communi­
cates almost nothing of the music she presents." 

After Truman read the review early the next morningl he did not 
wait to reach his office to write a denunciatory letter. Without break­
fast, mourning the loss only thirteen hours earlier of Charlie Ross, 
and with both Clement Attlee and a military catastrophe on his hands, 
be dashed off a wrathful note in longhand on a White House memo 

pad. The collector's item Hume received read: 

I have just read your lousy review buried in the back pages. You 
sound · like a fru strated man that never made a success, an eight­
ulcer man on a four-ulcer job, and all four ulcers working. 
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I never met you, but if I do you11 need a new nose and plenty of 
beefsteak and perhaps a supporter below. Westbrook Pegler, a gutter­
snipe, is a gentleman compared to you. You can take that u more 
of an insult than a reflection on your ancestry. 

The letter was widely publicized and editorial alter editorial de­
nounced Truman's lack of decorum. When Margaret was first told 
about the Jetter, she said angrily, "I am absolutely positive my father 
wouldn't use language like that." But later, when she learned that he 
really had written it, she added, " I appreciated my father's insistence 
on being a human being first, and the Devil take the hindmost." 

There were other letters during that period of grave concern over 
the course of fighting in Korea. When Colorado State Senator N. 
Bishop wrote to him proposing that John L. Lewis be named ambas­
sador to the Soviet Union, Truman replied that he would not appoint 
Lewis dog catcher. Then on December 7, before the publication of 
the diplomatically worded communique on his meetings with Attlee. 
he . wrote a blistering reply to Representative Edward Hebert of 
Louisiana, who had proposed that he ask the churches to set aside a 
day of prayer "to appeal to Almighty God for guidance and wisdom" : 
"I am extremely sorry that the sentiments expressed in your letter 
were not thought of before November 7, when the campaign in your 
state, Utah, North Carolina, Illinois and Indiana was carried on in a 
manner that was as low as I've ever seen and I've been in this game 
since 1906." 

As the grim days of December dragged by, the news from Korea 
continued bad. Pyongyang fell to the Chinese Reds. By January 4, 
1951, Seoul was also in their hands, and M acArthur regrouped his 
armies at new positions running about 70 miles below the 38th 
Parallel. For a time, the Joint Chiefs of Staff warned Truman that 
there was a probability of a r~nactment of the Pusan beachhead 
stand of the previous August-September and perhaps a general retreat 
to Japan. But by the end of January, MacArthur's forces slowly began 
a forward movement. General Walker had been killed in a jeep ac­
cident, and General Matthew B. Ridgway, who replaced him as com­
mander of the Eighth Army, did yeoman work in putting his army on 
the offensive again. The X Corps had been successfully evacuated 
from the northeast sector at Hungnam in North Korea and was ready 
for further action. In March, MacArthur's men were back at the 38th 
Parallel. 
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officer Lt. Colonel R. L. Thompson that there would be no ban 
on " fair and honest criticism," his ca rl icr ordcr that "criticism 
of command decisions or of the conduct of Allied soldiers on the 
battlefield will not be tolerated" raised doubts in the minds of 
reporters. T hompson's revision of the s tatement to add the qual ­
ifying word "unwarranted" was also unreassuring in light of his 
explanation that the army would be the "sole judge and jury on 
whether criticism is unwarranted or not. " Colonel Echols reitera ted 
his request for compliance with the voluntary censorship code as a 
substi tute for formal press cont rols. Echols cha rged that interviews 
with wounded or shell -shocked soldiers demoralized and frigh tened 
"[Korean] men who might otherwise fight on the democra t ic side." 
Correspondent Ray Erwin reported that two newsmen sent to japan 
for " reorientation " had apparently broken the voluntary censorship 
code that forbade mentioning unit affilia tion, specific locations, and 
troop m ovements.3.i 

The censorship issue became linked to the White House in late 
August when President Truman countermanded a ca ll by General 
MacArthur for use of Chinese nationalist troops in Korea. In this 
well-known controversy MacArthur had advanced his proposa l in a 
speech prepared for delivery at the Veterans of Foreign Wars annual 
encampment. Truman, fearful that deployment of Chinese nation­
alist troops could bring Communist China and th e Soviet Union 
in to the fighting and thus precipita te a third world war, ordered thc 
speech withdrawn. Ma cArthur's original address ncvertheless was 
published in the press and in the Congressional Record. Editor and 
Publisher reported that news correspondents lookcd for "censorship 
at the source" to increase in the wake of the pres ident 's displeasure 
over recent public utterances on military and diplomatic policy.3 4 

Fundamental policy differences between the president and the 
general, seemingly resolved in their wel l-publi cized meeting at 
Wake Island in mid-October, took on a larger s igni fica nce after a 
massive Chinese intervention had sent MacArthur's t roops reeling 
backward from advanced positions in North Korea. The urgency 
MacArthur attached to expanding the war to China itse lf through 
the use of American air and sea power with the support of nation­
alist Chinese forces became a common topic of conversa tion in 
Washington.35 

33. Editor and Publisher (July 8, 1950): 7; (August 5, I 950): 9. 
34. Editor and Publisher (August 5, 1950): 9. 
35. McCoy, The Presidency of Harry S. Truman, 244- 45, 26 1. 
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Truman took note of the reports about his and MacArthur's di­
vergent views in a press conference November 30. With a sharp­
ness that increasingly characterized his meetings with reporters, 
Truman rebuked the correspondents for suggesting that the general 
had exceeded his authority. Stunned by Truman's comment that 
MacArthur had done "nothing of the kind," the reporters remained 
silent. 

"Well," Truman asked, "what is the matter?" 
The reporters retraced the differences between the two men as 

evidence of the general's insubordination.36 

The contentious press conference took an even more unexpected 
turn when a reporter asked Truman a follow-up question to the 
president's remark that "we will take whatever steps are necessary 
to m eet the military situation, just as we always have." 

"Will that include the atomic bomb?" the reporter asked. 
"That includes every weapon we have, " the president replied. 

The ensuing questions led Truman to make a number of provocative 
statements, including his explanation that " the military comman­
der in the field will have charge of the use of the weapon, as he 
always has ."37 

In the closing moments of the conference, Truman angrily lashed 
out at reporters for stories he characterized as '(at.tacks.__and..spee..u­
lat ions and lies that have been told on the members of this. Govern­
ment. " He added, "Lam getting t i..r:,ed of alLthisJoolishu,ess;:311d Ifni 
going to 'busdoose' on you one.of these.....days_,5 

While the reporters laughed at Truman's parting shot, Press Secre­
tary Ross acted quickly to defuse Truman's explosive comments on 
the use of the atomic bomb. In a press release that afternoon, Ross 
put the best face on the president's remarks. The release confirmed 
that "Naturally, there has been consideration of this subject [the use 
of the atomic bomb] since the outbreak of the hostilities in Korea, 
just as there is consideration of the use of all military weapons 
whenever our forces are in combat." The statement offered further 
explanation: 

Consideration of the use of any weapon is always implicit in 
the very possession of that weapon. However, it should be em­
phasized, that, by law, only the President can authorize the use 
of the atom bomb, and no such authorization has been given. If 

36. Public Papers. 1950, 725- 26. 
37. Ibid ., 727. 
38. Ibid., 728. 
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and when such authorization should be given, the military com­
mander in the Re id wo.uld have charge of the.,.taoticaJ de li very 
of thl! wl!aoQn. 

The release concluded: " In brief,_.ili.e,.replies to the qu es tion at toda y(s 
press Gonference do nQt re_p resent any c.hange.-in this si.tua ti on~ 39 

While Truman 's remarks on the possible use of the atomi c bomb 
provoked banner headlines in the world press and brought British 
Prim e Minister C lement Attlee scurrying to Washington fo r consul­
tation, the com munique released at th e end of th e prime mini ster's 
mee ting with the president did not change th e exp lanati on provided 
by Truman in h is press conference and the clari fy ing statement 
issued by Secretary Ross. 40 

Sadly, Charl es Ross's handl ing of the uproar over the president 's 
exchange with reporters on the possible use of atomic bombs in the 
Korean confl ict was h is fi nal ac t . As th e sixty-five-yea r-old press 
secretary prepared to give Frank Bourgholtzer of NBC a recorded 
account of the Truman-Attlee mee ting fo r broa dcas t, he slumped to 
his desk, dying ins tantly of a hea rt attack. His dea th on December 
5 rem oved fro m Truman 's inner circle a close fri end and valuable 
adviser, as well as a loyal and hard -working press secretary. 41 

Respectful coverage of Ross's dea th and his service as th e presi­
dent 's spokesman filled the front pages and editori al sections of the 
nation's newspapers for the next few days, 42 providing a brea k in the 
tension-laden exchanges between Truman and reporters. Of all the 
journalistic tributes to Ross, the Wa ll Street Journ al most percep­
tively noted that two loya lti es had commanded th e pres ident 's press 
secretary: 

One was to his old fr iend, schoolma te and President. The other 
was to the bus iness of tell ing the public what goes on in the 
world and, if possible, why. Sometim es th e two inevitably con­
fli cted, and the rema rka ble thi ng is that no one eve r ques ti oned 
his loya lty to the other. 

For that, Harry Truma n is deeply in Charli e Ross's debt. And 
th e rl!s t of us arc, too. ' ·1 

39. Ibid ., note-3,--22.7 . 
40. Farrar, Reluctan t Servant, 220- 2 1. 
41. Ibid., 225-26. 
42. Ibid., 227-29. 
43. Quoted in Fa rrar, Reluctant Servant, 228. 
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Truman penned his own tribute to Ross, echoing many of the 
journalistic salutes to an outstanding member of the guild. He found 
the larger contribution of Ross to his presidency in his lifelong 
fri end 's counsel on questions of "high public policy which he could 
give out of the wealth of his learning, his wisdom and his far-flung 
experience . Patriotism and integrity, honor and honesty, lofty ideals 
and nobility of intent were his guides and ordered his life from 
boyhood onward." 

The president, meeting with reporters in the press room where 
Ross had conducted twice-daily news briefings for more than five 
years, started to read his tribute. But his voice broke before he could 
complete the first sentence . A long period of silence followed until 
Truman regained his composure; still he could not complete his 
statement . 

"Aw, hell! I can't read this thing. You fellows know how I feel, 
anyway." 

He laid the text on a table, and he left the room, tears streaming 
down his face .44 

The following month the matter of presidential authority to send 
troops to Europe and a rehash of the potential use of atomic weapons 
in the Korean War resurfaced at the president's news conference. 
Truman, prepared for a question on his authority to send troops 
abroad, read from a statement that cited his constitutional power as 
commander in chief of the armed forces to send troops anywhere in 
the world . That power, he added, had been recognized repeatedly by 
the Congress and the courts. For the next several minutes reporters 
asked questions to elucidate the matter, specifically on whether he 
would consult with Congress before sending more troops to Emope. 
The fury of questions on when and under what circumstances the 
president would consult with Congress produced as much confusion 
as clarity, but the stories published from the exchange reported that 
Truman said that he would consult with Congress on the m atter.45 

The subj ect came up again at the news conference of January 18 
as reporters engaged Truman in semantics over his constitu tional 
authority and th e need to consult Congress on the sending of troops 
abroad. Probably feeling badgered by the line of questioning at two 
previous news conferences and perhaps confused himseli by now on 

44. Ibid., 229-3 1. The tribute is printed in Public Papers, 1950, 737. 
45. Public Papers, 195 1, 4, 18-23. 
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and when uch authorizati on should be given , th e m il itary om ­
mand in th fi ld , uld ha hargc of th t .1c Li cLd de • very 
uf the wca n. 

The rel ea e on luded: "In brief, the rep lie to the que tiun a today's 
pre con£ enc do ot ·epresent an y change in thi situatiGn."39 

While Truman' r mark on the po sible use of the atomic bomb 
provol ed banner headlines in the world press and brought British 
Prime Mini ter 1 ment Attlee scurrying to Washington for con ul ­
tation, the communique released at the end of th e prime mini ter 's 
meeting with the pre ident did not change th e expla nati on provided 
by Truman in hi pre conference and th e clarifying statement 
i ued by ecretary Ross. 40 

Sadly, Charles Ross's handling of th e uproar over the president 's 
exchange with reporters on the possible use of atomic bombs in the 
Korean conflict was his final act . As the six ty-five-year-old press 
ecre tary prepared to give Frank Bourgholtzer of NBC a recorded 

account of the Truman-Attlee meeting for broadcast, he slumped to 
his de k, dying instantly of a hear t attack . His death on December 
5 removed from Truman's inner circle a close friend and valuable 
adviser, as well as a loyal and hard-working press secretary. 4 1 

Respectful coverage of Ross 's death and his ervice as the presi­
dent 's spokesman filled the front pages and editorial sections of the 
nation's newspapers for the next few days,42 providing a break in the 
tension-laden exchanges between Truman and reporters. Of all the 
journalistic tributes to Ross, the Wall Stree t [ournal most percep­
tively noted that two loyalties had commanded th e president 's press 
secretary: 

One was to his old fri end, schoolma te and President. The oth er 
was to the business of te lling the public what goes on in the 
w orld and, if possible, why. Sometim es th e tw o inev itabl y con­
flict ed, and the remarkable thing is th at no one ever ques ti oned 
hi s loya lty to th e other. 

For th a t, Harry Truman is deeply in C har li e Ross's debt . And 
th e rest o f us arc, too. 43 

39. Ibid ., note 3, 727 . 
40. arrar, Reluctan Servan c 220- 2 1. 
41. Ibid. , 225- 26. 
42. Ibid ., 227- 29 . 
43. Quoted in Farrar, Reluctant Serva nt , 228. 
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Truman penned his own tribute to Ross, echoing many of the 
journalistic salutes to an outstanding member of the guild: H~ found 
the larger contribution of Ross to his presidency in his lifelong 
fri end's counsel on questions of "high public policy which he could 
give out of the wealth of his learning, his wisdom and his far~fl.ung 
experience. Patriotism and integrity, honor and honesty, lofty ideals 
and nobility of intent were his guides and ordered his life from 
boyhood onward." 

The president, meeting with reporters in the press room where 
Ross had conducted twice-daily news briefings for more than five 
yea rs, started to read his tribute. But his voice broke before he could 
complete the first sentence. A long period of silence followed until 
Truman regained his composure; still he could not complete his 
statement. 

"Aw, hell! I can't read this thing. You fellows know how I feel, 
anyway." 

He laid the text on a table, and he left the room, tears streaming 
down his face. 44 

The following month the matter of presidential authority to send 
troops to Europe and a rehash of the potential use of atomic weapons 
in the Korean War resurfaced at the president's news conference. 
Truman, prepared for a question on his authority to send troops 
abroad, read from a statement that cited his constitutional power as 
commander in chief of the armed forces to send troops anywhere in 
the world . That power, he added, had been recognized repeatedly by 
the Congress and the courts. For the next se eral minutes reporters 
asked questions to elucidate the matter, pecifically on whether he 
would consult with Congress before sending more troop to Europe. 
The fury of question on when and under what circumstances the 
president would con ult with Congres produced a much confusion 
as clarity, but the stories published from the change reported that 
Truman said that he would con ult with Congre on the matter.45 

The subject came up again at the new onference of January 18 
as reporters engaged Truman in emanti o er hi constitutional 
authority and the need to con ult Congre on the ending of troops 
abroad. Probably feeling badg r d b the line of que tioning at two 
previou new conferenc an p rh p onfu ed himself by now on 

44 . Ibid., 229-31. The tribute i printed in Public Papers, 1950, 737. 
45 . Public Paper , 195 1, 4, 1 -- . 
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what had been reported in the press, Truman blamed the reporter 
for the confu ion: 

You know, it's a peculiar itua tion, some times, that arises here. 
La t week, I made it perfectly plain exactly what 1 wou ld do with 
the legislative branch ... and the statem ent that I m ade about 
consultation [with the Congres ] was not quoted in a single 
paper in the United tate . . . . At the same time, two or three 
weeks ago, there wa a question came up here about atomic 
energy and it u e for national defen e. It was rather bad ly 
garbled and created an argu m ent that was entirely unnecessa ry. 

He would appreciate it, Truman said, if the reporters would state 
the fact "as I tate them to you ."4 r' 

The correspondents quickly cha llenged Truman on hi s command 
of the facts. They had indeed reported that he planned to consult 
with Congress and their editors had printed the story accurately. 
The exchange ended in a standoff, with Truman insisting that the 
reporters would understand his point by reading the news confer­
ence transcript . The reporters stuck by their guns, and properly so. 
What about the comment on the atomic bomb, one reporter asked? 
Read the New Yorker, Truman advised, a reference to writer John 
Hersey's recent article that used "an exact and complete transcript 
of what was said and what was meant ." 47 

In fact, Hersey's article, written with the cooperation of the White 
House Press Office, provided an account of the cont roversy over the 
possible use of the atomic bomb along the same lines expressed in 
the press secretary's news release. Robert Brown sugges ted in his 
weekly column in Editor and Publisher that Truman had purposely 
created a row with the press as a means of taking some of the heat off 
him in the Senate debate over presidential authority. " It is known 
that President Truman and others before him," Brown contended, 
"have been clever enough to use an occasiona l bl ast at the press a a 
smoke screen for some other more dangero us or ticklish subject 
that might arise at the press conference." Truman 's critici m of 
the press for its treatment of his remarks on the atom ic bomb, 
Brown averred, was an attempt to "get off th e hook " even at this 
late date .48 

46 . Ibid ., 112-14. 
47. Ibid., 11 3-14. 
48 . John Hersey, Aspects of the Presidency, 3-8, 59-66; Robert U. Brown, 

"Shop Talk at Th irty, " Editor and Publisher (Janua ry 27, 195 1): 64. 
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Years later New York Herald Tribune reporter Robert Donovan 
returned to this controversy in his history of the Truman admin­
istration. Donovan suspected that Truman had deliberately manip­
ulated reporters on the possible use of tactical atomic bombs in 
the Korean War, ostensibly as a stratagem of war. But finding no 
evidence in Truman's papers to support this suspicion, he concluded 
that the remarks on the subject should be regarded as an "unwise 
provocation by the president. " However, in light of the use of atomic 
diplomacy employed by the Eisenhower administration to obtain an 
armistice in Korea in July 1953, some value may have attached to 
Truman's words, intended or not.49 

Significantly, Truman had both practical and moral grounds for 
not using atomic weapons in Korea . Subsequently declassified pa­
pers revealed that the president feared that an unexploded warhead 
could fall into the enemy's hands and be used to its advantage. 
He had stated the moral reason for not using atomic weapons in 
his November 30 press conference when the subject first arose. 
He told reporters, "It is a terrible weapon. And it should not be 
used on innocent men, women, and children who have nothing 
whatever to do with this military aggression. That happens when it 
is used. "50 

Still, the administration went forward with a multibillion-dollar 
request for nuclear and conventional weapons appropriations &om 
Congress on the day following his controversial remaiks. The pres­
ident's request-the front-page story of the New York Times and 
other newspapers for December 2, 1950-asked that Congre sup­
ply slightly more than a billion dollars in a total defense request 
of $16.5 billion to expand the nation's existing stockpile of atomic 
weapons. 51 

49 . Donovan' quote i in Thompson, ed., Ten Presidents and the Press. 41-
44; see Roger Dingman, " Atomic Diplomacy during the orean War,"' in ean 
M. Lynn-Jone , Steven E. Miller, and tephen Van Evera, uclear Diplomacy 
and Crisis Management. 114-55 . 

SO. A newspaper account of the technical ecurity rea on for not using 
ato mic weapon in Korea wa publi hed in the ew York Post. December 31 , 
1950. ee "H T File, Atom Policy," Box 12, Democratic ational Commit­
tee Clipping File, Truman Library. In 197 document of the enate Foreign 
Relations Committee made public the fa t that the Joint Chief of ta.ff had 
con idered recommending the u e of atam.i born during the Korean War 
but did not find any trategic target worth\ hile . Los Angeles Times. March 
7, 1977. Public Paper . 1950, 727; 195--195 , L00--1201. Truman expanded 
upon hi point about using nuclear\ eapon in hi farewell add.res . 

51 . ew York Time , December 2, 19~0. 
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the privacy of his diary, was already struggling with before the rest of the 

world had even heard of the atomic bomb. 

The contemplated uses of aromic weapons 

One final question merits attention in this brief exploration of the inter­
woven responses of the American people and their president to the atomic 
bomb. What postwar diplomatic and military uses, if any, were envis­

aged for what Bernard Baruch in 1946 called America's "winning 

weapon"? On this critical question, too, Truman vacillated in ways that 
refl ected the larger uncertainty of the American people. In his post­
Hiroshima public pronouncements, Truman always im1sted that a fun­

damental objective of U.S. policy was to devise a ~ystem of international 
control that would end the U.S . atomic suprem.1cy, forestall a dangerous 

nuclear arms race, and ensure that the bomb would never again be used. 
The Achcson-Lilienihal plan of March 1946, to wh1..:h lmtorians have 
given much anention, was presented to the world JS :in expression of this 

high -minded ob1ective. 
At the s:ime tune, Truman was clearly prepared to gain whatever st ra­

tegi c advantage he could from the U.S. atomic monopoly that con tinued 
until September 1949 and the overwhelming U.S. arum1c superio rity that 
lasted considerably longer. As he wrote 1auntdy to Bess from Potsdam on 
3 1 Jul y I 945, using a metaphor drawn from his farnnrc gJme: " I rather 
think Mr. Stalin is stalhn ' because he is not so happy over the English 
tlections. !Clement Anlee had replaced Winston Chun:h1II as prime min­
ister. ] He doesn't know it but I have an ace in the hole and anothe r one 

showing-so unless he has threes or rwo pair (and I know he has not) we 
are si tting all right."51 As numerous srud1es have now demonstra ted, all 
Truman 's thinking and dec1s1on making regarding nuclear weapons from 
July 1945 through the end of his term invariably reflected his preoccu· 

pation with the U.S.-Sov1et power nexus . 
As the cold war wor~cncd, did Truman ever envisage the atomic bomb 

not only as a diplomatic asstr in his maneuvenngs with the Soviets but 
as something that actually might be used again? In various public pro­
nouncements, as well as in occasional private communica11ons within the 

government, Truman firmly rejected such an option. Thus when Army 
Secrttary Kenneth Royall urged a preemptive nuclear strike against the 

Soviets during the l 948 Berlin blockade mm, Truman made plain rhat 

11 HJrry Trum.11110 l\r, , Trumln , 31 Jul y 1945 , ,n Ferrell , cd , " Dear /Jes s," 522 . 
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he considered such an action not only unthinkable morally but appalling 
in its strategic and diplomatic sho rt-sightedness: " You have got to un­

derstand that this isn't a milita ry weapon. It is used to wipe out women 
and children and unarmed people, and not for military uses_ You have 

got to understand that I have go t to think about the effect of such a thing 
on interna ti onal relations. This is no time to be juggling an atom bomb 

arou nd ."52 

When the co ld war rurned hot in Korea, however, Truman himself 
toyed with the nuclear option. At a news conference on 30 November 
1950, after the Chinese invasion across the Yalu River, Truman was asked 

abou t the possi ble use of the atomic bomb. H e replied: "There has al­
ways been active consideration of its use. I don ' t want to see it used. It is 

a terrible weapon a nd it shou ld not be used o n innocent men, women, 
and child ren who have nothing whatever to do with this military aggres­

sion." When the respected M erriman Smith of the United Press asked the 
president ex plicitly to confirm whether dropping the a tomic bomb was, 
indeed , under "active considera tion," he answered tersely: "Always has 
been. It is o ne of our weapons." When asked whether the targets being 
consi dered were civilian or military, he responded that this was a "matter 
that the military people have to decide . I' m no t a military authority that 
pas,es o n those things .... The mi litary commander in the field will have 
cha rge of the use of weapons, as he always has."53 

The newspapers repo rted rhe story in banner headlines. A United Press 
bulletin proclaimed: "PRESIDENT TRUMAN SAID TODAY THE UNITED 
STATES HA S UNDE R ACTIVE CONS IDERATION USE OF THE ATOMIC 

BOMB IN CONNEC TION WITH THE WAR IN KOREA. " An alarmed 

Prime Minister Attlee fl ew' to Washington to d issuade the president from 
precipitate ac ti on.54 

In her biography of her fa ther, M arga ret T ruman describes this epi­
sode---as-" -a ll ri diculO_lli,--.-:fill d vecy d ishea rtening." It was, she writes, a 
lass i~ xampJ e..,o f JournJ lis cic di sto rxi o n a nd sensationalism. Indeed, she 

i111pl1 ..:.11i y_ bbmcs the press 's ha ndl ing o f this story for the fatal heart 
ut1:1ck ,uffem:l --a few days- late r by Truman 's old fri end and press secre-
12 Quored in Gregg Hcrken, The Winning Weapon: The Atomic Bomb in the Cold War, 

1945-1950 (New York : Alfred A. Knopf, 1980), 260. Compare this statement with the 
one frnm Truman's memoirs, quoted ea rlier, justifying the decision to drop the bomb on 
H1rosh1ml and Nagasaki: " I rega rded the bomb as a milita ry wea pon, and never had any 
douhr that ir should be used." 

11
Trwn an new} conference, 30 Novem ber 1950;--quoted in Margaret T rum an, Harry S. 
T1111liar1--4New Yorlc..William Morrow,7 973), 495 -96. 

14 lb,d ., 4\1 7. 
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tary Charlie Ro_ss. 55 Yet when o ne reads Truman's clea r answers to a 

scm:s of cl e:1 r qu es tio ns, it i.s Jifficul r.:to..<;c.~ ow- the reporters d isto rted 

pr mi srepresented his views. T ruman 's commen ts seemed clea rl y to indi ­
cate that use of the atomic bomb in the Korean War, while deeply de­
plorable, was inJccJ under _active consideranon and that t:1 rgcung deci­
siorn, would bt: ldt tu " th1: mil1t.a ry commander in .rhe fi eld ... - General 
Dougl i!l> M acArth ur, well known to r .his advocacy of rumtng the-Ko rea n 

conflict into a war of destruction agains t communist Chma. 
In 1952, with his popula rity sagging at home and the armis tice talks 

bogged down at Panmunjom, Truman again considered the nuclea r op­

tio n, th is time in the fo rm of rwo memorandums evidently writt en to 
cl a rify his o wn th ink ing and spelling out in specific detail a nuclea r ulti ­

matum to the Soviets. The fi rst, dated 27 January 1952, s:iys: 

It seems co me that the proper approach now would be an uh1111J1Ull1 with a 1 O­
day ex pira ti on limit, informing Moscow that we ,mend to blocbde the China 
coas t from the Ko rean border to Indochina , and that we ,mend to dc,troy every 
milita ry base in M anchuria by means now 111 our control-and if there,, furthe r 
in1 erfcrc11 cc we , h all el1m1nate any porr, or c111n nccc,sar) to a((omph,h ou r 

purpo,cs. 
Th is mean> all-ou t war . It meam that Moscow, St. Pctcr,burg, Mukden, Via 

di vos to k , Peking, Shanghai, Port Arthur, Dancn, Odessa, Stalingrad, and every 
m.111u fac 1uring plan t ,n China and the Soviet Union will be cl1m111:11cJ.

1
• 

In th e seco nd o f che~e rwo remarkable memos, th1, one wrmen in May 
1952, Trum an acru all y drafted his ultimatum to "the Commies": " Now 
do yo u want an enJ to hostilities in Korea or do you want China and 
Siberia des troyed? You may have one or the other; wh1(hcve r you want, 

these lies o f yo urs at th is conference have gone far enough. You ei ther 
accept o ur fair and just proposal or you will be completely destroyed ."

57 

It is impo rt ant to place these documents 10 context. Ap:1rr fro m the 
1950 news confe rence mentioned above, Truman Ill his public pro­

nounce ments Ji sm1 ssed all talk of employ10g atomic weapom in the Ko­
rean War . Indeed, he had re(alled General Ma(Arthur 111 April 195 1 in 
pa rt over M:icArrhur's insis ten t calls fo r a wider war. And the T ruman 
admini stratio n had fir ml y rl'jl'c tc<l NSC 100, chr 1951 propm:il by StuJ rt 
Symington , ch:ii rman of the N ational Securiry Resou rces Boa rd, to the 

Nati onal Securi ty Council calling fo r a nuclea r arrack on China and pos-

11 lb ,d ., 498-99. 
56 QuoteJ in "Trunun Considered All -out War in 1952," New York Times, 3 August 1980, 

20. 
17 16,d. 
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sibly the Soviet Union. In this context, Gregg Herken is probably correct 
in sugges ting that Trum an's Rambo-like private musings are best seen as 

" mo re an expression o f pique than of policy."58 Yet in a nuclear age, 
even such " pique" by a U.S. pres ident cannot be dismissed lightly. 

C lea rly , Truman's view o f the military and diplomatic utility of the 
atom ic bomb was ambiva lent. H e could readily state the compelling ar­

gu ments against using the bomb (except when looking back on Hiro­
shi ma and N agasaki ) and he recognized the terrible dangers of nuclear 
threa ts and bluster. Yet when his frustration level rose high enough­
whether aga inst Sta lin at Potsdam or the communists in Korea-his 
thinking in va ri abl y circled back to the alluring option of resolving his 
fr ustratio ns once and for all with h is ace in the hole. 

In th is respect, too, Truma n's ambi va lence mirrored to a striking de­

gree the ambi va lence of the American publ ic: fearful of the bomb, aware 
of the ho rror o f nuclear war, yet longing to translate the nation's atomic 
sup remacy into a decisive stroke aga inst the new postwar enemy. Here it 
is im po rtant to note that, at leas t fo r some Americans, Truman's ringing 
defense o f the use of the atomic bomb aga inst Japan had larger implica­
tio ns. If the bomb was justified agai nst one enemy, they plausibly asked, 
why no t against another ? As one reader wrote the N ew Yorker after the 
pu blica tion of John H ersey's Hiroshima in August 1946, "I read Hersey's 
repo rt . It was marvelous. Now let us drop a handful on Moscow." A 
letter published in the New York Daily N ews at about the same time 
drew the sa me linkage : " Russia shows by its spy activities in Canada that 
it badl y wants the atom bomb, so I say give the bomb to Russia the same 
way we gave it to the Japs."59 

Du ring the Korean War, a st rong current of opinion emerged in favor 
of usi ng the atomic bomb. In August 1950, a few weeks after the war 
began, 28 percent of Americans favo red thi s option . When the Chinese 
entered the war in November, U.S. News and W orld Report noted a 

" wave of demand " for an atomic response. By N ovember 1951, with the 
wa r in a cos tl y, fru strating stalemate, 51 percent of Americans supported 
dropping atomi c bo mbs on "mi litary targe ts."60 

" I k rkl'11, Wi11 11 ing Weapon, 334. 
1

• John Gunther, Inside USA (New Yo rk : Harper and Brothers, 1947), 544 (New York 
Daily News quoted ); Joseph Lutt and W. M. Wheeler, " Reaction to John Hersey's ' Hi­
rosh ima,' " Journal of Social Psychology 28 (Augus t 1948 ): 13 8. 

weal/up Poll, 11 , 938, 1027 (in the November poll, 41 percent o f those questioned favored 
the atomic bombing of mili tary targets without qua lification; 10 percent qualifi ed their 
answer in va rious ways); " A-Bomb Will Not Beat China : Crowded Mil itary Targets Scarce 
in Fa r Eas t," U.S. News and World Report, 8 December 1950, 23. 
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lthough ome periodica ls like the 'at,m l.iy E11 11 i 11g l'us t wa rned th at 

u e f the a tomi bo mb in Ko rea wo uld ·urd y tri gger Wo rld W'1 r 111 , 

o th r d i uss d th ma tter 4uite ·oo ll y, as a viabl e opt io n to be ca refull y 

weighed . cience lew Letter concl uded th at North Korea' urban­

indu trial center were o few a probably no t to "wa rrant" using the 

atomi bomb on them. fter an a se sment of the tacti ca l pros a nd cons 

that ignored an large r stra tegic (no t to mentio n ethi ca l) conside rations, 

U. . ews and \Vorld Report con luded in December 1950 th a t U.S . use 

of the bomb in Korea would probably be "sparing." 61 

On a different cu ltural fro nt , co mposer Fred Kirb y's 1950 country 
tune "When the H el l Bomb Falls" mingled im ages of nuclea r des truction 

with the wi h that God wou ld " lend a helpin g hand " in Ko rea. In Roy 

Acuff' "Advice to Joe" (195 1) th e wish beco mes ex pli cit , as Acuff warns 

the Russian that when Moscow li es in as hes they wil l regret th eir aggres­

sions. "When the ato mi c bo mbs start fa lling," th e song rh eto rica ll y asks 

Stalin, "do you have a pl ace to hide?"62 

The America n peo ple and th eir pres ident di spla yed strikingly parallel 
pattern of respo nse in th eir ri sky flirta tio n wi th th e :itomic bomb during 
the Korean War. This was o nl y the la test manifes tation o f a co ngruence 
of outlook th a t had been ev ident for yea rs. Fro m the tim e he lea rned of 

th e Al amogo rdo test in Jul y 1945, Truman 's attitude towa rd th e atomi c 
bomb was a bu ndle of contradicti o ns. H e co uld ex press awe, fea r, ca u­

tion , bluster, o r brava do, depending o n hi s mood, his audi ence, and the 
circumstances of the mo ment. The very diversity and unpredictability of 
these reactions accura tely mirro red the mood of th e nati on as a whole. 

Reacting to their political leaders, to the media, and to thei r own in­
sti ncts, the Ameri ca n people di spla yed a wide and so metime quire con­

trad icto ry range of respo nses as they stru ggled to come to term s wi th the 

endless, ramifying implica tio ns of the news they fir t hea rd from Pres i­

dent Truman o n 6 August 1945. 

Ep il ogue: Janua ry 1953 

Truma n's fin al and mos t compl ete co mment on the aro mic dil emm a as 

president ca me in his sta te-o f-th e- uni o n message of 7 January 1953, nine 

61 Ibid. "No Worthwhile Target fo r A-Bomb in North Korea," Scie 11 ce Newsletter, 22 Jul y 
1950, so. 

62 Wolfe, "Nu !ear Count ry," 19. 
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weeks after the United States exploded the world', fim hydrogtn bomb 
at Eniwetok Atoll in the South Pacific. It was an exceptionally depressing 
appraisal: 

Now we have entered the atomic age, and war has undergone a ccchnologjcal 
cha nge which makes it a very different thing from what it med co be. Wu today 
berween the Soviet Empire and the free nations might dig the grnc noc only of 
ou r Stalinist opponents but of ou r own society, our world as wdJ as thcin. 

War's new meaning may not yet be grasped by all the peoples who would~ 
irs victims; nor, perhaps by all the rulers of the Kremlin ... . ~ war of the future 
would be one in which man could extinguish millions of lives a, oric blow, ck­
molish rhe great cities of the world, wipe out the cultural achicvffDCnts of the 
pa t-and destroy the very structure of a civiliz.arion that has been sJowty and 
painfully built up through hundreds of generations. 

uch a wa r i not a possible policy for rational man. We know this. but we 
dare nor a sume that others would not yield to the temptation scicna is now 
placing in their hands . 63 

Truman went on to insist that the United States had done everything 

in its power to avoid a nuclear arms race; the fault lay entirely with the 
Soviet Union. But beneath che cold-war rhetoric lay another theme: the 
inevitabili ty of a n upward spiral of nuclear menace rooted in the nature 
o f science itself. " Science and technology have worked so fast," Truman 
suggested, that mere presidents and premiers were helpless in the of 
its inexorable advance: 

The progress of scientific experiment has outrun our expectations. Aromic 5ciC!M% 
is in the full tide of development; che unfolding of the innermost scettts ol matttt 
is uninterrupted and irresistible. Since Alamogordo we have dadopcd atomic 
wea pons with many times the explosive force of the early models. and ~ hatt 
produced them in substantial quantities. And recently in the thermonuclear t£SZS 
ar Eniwetok, we have entered another stage in the world-shaking ckvdopmcnr of 
atomic energy. From now on man moves in a new era of cia""trUCtrfc powu. 
capable of creating explo ion of an order of magnitude dwarfing~ mushroom 
clouds of Hico hima and 1agasaki. 

We have no rea on to think that the cage we have no reached in the rel~ 
of atomic ene rgy will be the la t. Indeed, the peed of our scientifu: and N:Chnical 
progress over the la t 7 year how no ign of abating. c arc b¢ing hurried 
forward in our ma tery of the atom, from one di ·covery co another, ro a.rd yet 
unforeseeable peaks of desrru rive energy .. . . It i no onder th.tt some people 
w1 h that we had never -u ceeded in plitting the at0m ..... 

63 State of the Union '1essage, 7 January 19-3, in Israel, ed., SluN of rite U-.ioil .\!~ 
of the Presidents, 3006-07. 

6 4 Ibid. 
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cha11ged his mind again a11d decided lhl'rl' must lit· an approach to 
Russia if a catastrophe was to be avoided. One month after l l iro­
shima, he took to the White ! louse a memorandum in wh ich IH' m,1clc 
the momentous proposal for three-power control of the bomb. I le 
argued that the attempt ··10 maintain an Anglo-Saxon liloc" agai nst 
the Soviet Union would lead to "a secret annament race of a rather 
despera te character." 

An inconclusive and somewhat acerbic discussio n took place at the 
special Cabinet meeting called to consider the proposal, and that was 
the last anyone heard of it until it was transmogrified into the Baruch 
Plan and unveiled at the UN. The tide was al ready run ning heav ily 
in an opposite direction so that those who had doub ts or reserva tions 
o r simple amendments were swept along with the all-outers a nd in ­
transigents. Byrnes told McCloy he was against any negot ia tions 
looking to international control of atomic energy. General Groves was 
instructed lo move full speed ahead with the manufacture of atomic 
bombs. We were the only ones who had the secret and we were going 
to make the world dance to our tune and like it. Call it the America n 

en tury, or Pax Americana, or that we had come of age and werl' 
ready to assume our world rcspon~illllilw~-\\'h,1l ca11H· ou l at tht· 
policy end of the f't1nnd w,1~ tlil' ~.111w. Tru111.111 told .1 vi~ito r '" tl 1a t tl 1l' 
Hussians would soon be put in their places; and that the United 
Sta tes wou ld then take the lead in running the world in the way that 
the world ought to be run." The scientists had been saying that Rus­
sia wou ld cover the ground we had traveled within a matter of five 
years, hut the politicians would have none of it. They decided on ev i­
dence be.st known to themselves that it might be as many as twe nty 
years before the American monopoly was broken. (\Vhen the Russians 
exploded tlll:'ir atomic bomb four years l.it,·r Tw1u.in info rmed the 
A11wri<:.11n publi<.;,-,-l>ul Jiu did.JwLr~ ll}· I.H:d i.i;ve it.! 

At the same jamboree in early October, I 945, where he charmed 
the 1' 1e thodist ladies with a rendition of Paderewski's Minuet, the cor­
responde nts were invited for a press c.-onference to the lodge on Heel­
foot Lake in Tennessee, just across the state line from \'l issou ri, where 

• t\d1111111I t\obe,t Let' l),•1l111,011 11wl "11h '11111 111 JH IY lo .,d,m·. ,t,· work 011 ,1 hy • 

drogt'11 bo111b. :\, ,111 .11g11me11t lur hi, 1iropo,.d, h,· po111ll'd lo li1l' ll11"1.11,,' '""" 

Ct'» "1111 lht' ,1\0111 bolllb ,b proof of then c,1p.1bil11 1e,. T1L1111,111 told 111 111 h,• 

11grt't'd "1th h,, propo",I. wht"reupo11 l),•1lll1'0II ,111d h" u1ll,·.1g11t', g.,tlw,ed up 

liw11 p,,pt'rs .,nd ,l.1rtt'd lo it',I\ t' -\, they 1e,1dwd th<' cloo, llw 1'1t•,1de11l g,1ve 

liwlll lilt' p,ut,ng ,hol, " 8111 I ,1111 don't bd1t· , ,. 11." 
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the !'resident was relaxing. The repo rters resembled some of the Cab­
ine t members who had participated in the consideration of Stimson'i 
men10rand11 111. All they could focus on was : W ere we going to givt 
our "secret" to the Hussia ns or anybody else, or were we going to hu~ 
the "secret" to ou r own bosoms? In a nswer to a question, Truma n ex­
plai ned , "The scientific knowledge that resulted in the atomic bomb 
is a lready worldwide knowledge. It is only the know-how of putting 
that knowledge practically to work that is our secret." When the re­
porter wanted to know, "Would it apply to letting them in on tht 
know-how?" T ruma n told him, "W ell, I don't think it would do an)' 
good to let them in on the know-how, because I don't think they 
cou ld do it, anyway. You wo uld have to have the industrial plant 
and our engineering abil ity to do the job." On this matter Truman 
was the incarnation of the dominant American spirit in the high noon 
of its vainglory. Others may b e great with theory. But we're the onl)' 
folks who know how to put it to work. We have come up with a 
product no one else has got. Now the smart thing to do is to cash in 
on our advantage. Nor was the react ion uniquely American, Midwest­
ern , o r Missou rian. The Brit ish aristocrats a nd laborites displayed 
t'<Jllal s11111g11t'ss, a ll the more pitiable since they were cavo1ting at 
smn('IHldy cls(''s wedding. To repeat the pla titude of our times, th< 
atom was split before mankind was ready for it. It was appropria te 
that Truman should make his pronouncement on this world-shaking 
question in the set t ing of a rustic lodge, surrounded by his good-time 
cronies, w ith his remarks interrupted by an exuberant follower at the 
other end of the porch bellowing, until he was quieted, "Tennessee 
for Truman." Nothi ng had dau nted us in our history up to now, and 
there was no reason w hy an atom bomb should make us change our 
habi ts. 

The British (and Canadians) had worked with us on the Manhattan 
Project, and under the Roosevelt-Churchill understanding reached at 
Quebec in August, 1943, a combined policy committee, consisting of 
three Americans a nd three Britons, had been set up for a free inter­
change of informa tion. Upon reading of the President's p ress inter­
v iew blazoned in headli nes: THUMA N SA YS u .s. TO KEEP ATOM IC BOMB 

si-:c:11i-:T, the Brit ish were perturbed and p ressed fo r an early meeting. 
Befo re Truman met with Attl ee and Mackenz ie King in early Novem­
be r, the State Depa rtment se nt him a paper arguing that the ex­
change of information had referred to scientific research and develop• 
me nt, but that "information concerning manufacturing know-how" 
applied o nlx to bringing the wartime project to "speedy fruit ion." 
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Truma n w rote in his i\lemuirs th a t he w as also of the op inion th at 
"the nature of the p artnership h ad to b e readjusted. " 'v\lhat he did, 
though, was to init ial at the conclusion of the confe rence a m<:'moran­
dum draw n up by Van nevar Bush. th e Di recto r of Scienti fic Resea rch, 
to continue the wartime cooperation between the three n,1tions. 
Groves, on T ruma n's ins truction, made an ag reement to p rovide the 
Brit ish wi th h elp fo r th e C-'O nstruction of th eir own plan t. 0 Attlee and 
King th en accepted the American proposition of dump ing the matter 
of interna tio nal cont rol into the United Nations (which Stimson had 
warned agains t if an agreem ent w ith the Sovie ts was rea lly desi red ). 
They instructed th e still -uncreated UN Commissio n th at the pl an it 
offe red would have to "p roceed by separate stages, the successful 
completion of each one o f which will deve lop the necessary confi­
dence of the wo rld before th e next stage is undertaken"-all o f which 
was incorpora ted in the Truman-Att lee- Ki ng d eclaration. 

Byrn es was to leave for 1'- loscow a t the e ncl of the year. He was 
g iven an intercl epartmenta l memorandum in line with the three- power 
declaratio n; this h e intended to use to secure the Russia ns' ag reement 
fo r the c reatio n of a UN commissio n to conside r interna tional co nt rol. 
Tha t was w hen his t ro uble w ith Truman a nd oth l' rs rea lly sta rt ed. 
The a to mic lever was rising a ll alo ng th e l'otrnnac. Ge ne rals , ad1ni rals , 
congressm en, Cabinet m embers, were wo rking th emselves to a pitch. 
General Groves, upon learn ing of the memorandum, protested vigo r­
ously. Although no o ne could cl aim better Cold War cred entials tha n 
Byrnes, F'o rrestal jo ined forces wi th Groves. Senato rs Con nally and 
Vandenbe rg w ere c<1ually agita ted lest Byrnes g ive away secrets in 
order to induce th e Russia ns to p articipate in th e work of a UN atom ic 
energy commiss ion. When Byrnes read to a se natorial group a draft 
of the proposal he inte nded to make in Moscow, Vandenberg said 
they were all shocked . "W e are opposed to g iving any of the atomic 
secrets away unless and unti l th e Soviets a re prepared to be 'pol iced' 
by UNO in respect to th eir prohibition. We co nsider an ·exchange· of 
sc ien tists a nd scientiRc info1m atio n as sheer appeasement because 
Russia had no thing to ·excha nge.'" Since By rnes refused to take the ir 

• \Vhen aft e r ,<·,·e ral 111011111' ih l' ,\ ll ll' r ic:t11' cl icl 1H1l l':lny 0111 Jh vi r p l,·cl g ,·,, llril ­

ish represental i\'t'S m et "'ith r\dw,on, \\' ho tole! 1! 1<•111 "it "'"·' q u it,· irnpos,ih ll' lo 

1'11 l fi ll th e obl igation o f th e ,11-r:111ge111<· 11t. II' :t ><' l Tt' I :1 rr:1 11g ,·11w nt " '<' l'l' l'Hrril'cl out , 

it " o, ,ld blo\\' thl' .,elm i ni., t ra t io n 0111 o f' I h<' "'" t,· r. T l1<·y '" ' "t ju,t rl',ig n t h,·111 -

,elve, to th e !:,ct th a t a ltho ug h \\'e m ade the .,g reem <·nt, w c ,imi>ly co u ld no t 

c:.1 n y it o ut ; t h.i t thing, like th,,t h appen in th e go, e rnrnent o f th e U.S. d ue to 

th e loose way th ings ,ire h and led." 
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fears seriously, the delegation arranged to meet w ith the President 
th e fo llowing morning. The senators were shocked all over again after 
Truman read to them his directive to Byrnes, which listed the consec­
ut ive steps that Byrnes had read off the day before. Although Vanden­
berg made it clear that the directive would make it possible for Byrnes 
"to prematurely give away, while in Moscow, at least half of all our 
'trading stock' when we seek essential controls," the President "for 
some inscrutable reason" fai led to grasp his point. Vandenberg went 
into his Indian war dance again when he read the communique is­
sued at the conclusion of the Moscow Conference containing the 
same innocuous homily that for him had a sinister connotation. 

On January 16 of the new year, Lilienthal made the following entry 
in his journal : 

Saw Acheson. He talked frankly and in detail: Those 
charged with foreign policy-the Secretary of State and 
the President-did not have either the facts or an under­
standing of what was involved in the atomic energy issue, 
the most serious cloud hanging over the world. Commit­
ments, on paper and in communiques, have been made 
and arc be ing made without a knowledge of what the hell 
it is al l about-literaUyl The War Department, and i:eally 
one man in the War Department, General Groves, has by 
the power of the veto on the ground of "military security" 
really been de termining and almost running foreign pol­
icy. He had entered into contracts involving other coun­
tries (Belgium and their Congo deposits of uranium, for 
example) without even the knowledge of the Deparbnent 
of State. FinaUy realizing that this could not go on, Ache­
son was able to persuade the President and Secretary to 
do something about it. [ Byrnes appointed a committee, 
headed by Acheson, to work out the American position for 
our UN representative, and Acheson, in turn, got Lilien­
thal to head an advisory panel to canvass the field.] 

Out of the mi ll came the recommendations known as the Acheson-Lil­
ie nthal Heport, in the main the work of J. Robert Oppenheimer, 
fo rmer directo r of the Los Alamos Laboratory and often referred to as 
the fath er of the atom bomb. It was a bold and far-reaching plan; in­
deed, a revolutionary one. An international agency was to take over 
ownership or the lease of aJI mines containing atomic materials, all 
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ervoir area, the badly mauled X Corps had to be evacuated from 
Hungnam by a Acct of over a hundred ships. The campaign was over, 
the greatest defeat uffcrcd by merican arms since the Battle of 
Manas as. 

Despite later intimations to the co 11t rn1y, up tu this time MacAr­
thur had foll owed admi ni tration policy in the main. His manner had 
been insufferable, his contempt for the Pres ident and his associates 
ill -concealed , hi rejection of tactical suggestions ha ughty-and he 
had been guilty of a number of p rovocations. But the decision to con­
quer 1orth Korea had been the administratio n's, and so was the deci­
sion to end the Aeet to Fonnosan waters and to resume a id to the 
1 ationalists. Having only South Korean troops occupy the immediate 
zone adjoi ning the Manchurian and Russian borders, and the sugges­
tion of the British and o thers to establish a shallow demilitarized 
zone in the north were distinctly second-rate questions preoccupying 
worried U delegates who wanted to hunt with the hounds but avo id 
the risks of the chase. It was clea r that the hincse were concerned 
about the military presence of a hostil e superpower on their borders. 
Deploying only South Korea ns in the immediate zone or the creation 
of a shallow demil itarized zone whi le American forces were in com­
mand of the entire a rea would not have altered the basic military 
equation. The decision that counted was whether to cross the 38th 
paral lel to w ipe out the North Korean reg ime, or not to cross and re­
tain the prewar d emarca tion and division. Once the decision fo r forc­
ible unification was made, tactical variations left unaffected the ub­
stance of the risk. The later insinuation that the decision had been 
based on MacArthur's fa lse advice at Wake was equally self-serving. 
Truman, Acheson, 1\l a rsha ll , the Joint Chiefs, knew the Chinese had 
armies massed behind the Ya lu. vVhcther the Chinese wou l<l choose 
to use them was a polit ica l estimation fo r which they were not depen­
dent o n MacA rthur. Though his omniscient pose was afterward ,111 

embarrassment to him , they had made the ir decision independently 
before the \Vake co nference . They suffered frnlll th e same 1n;dacly 
that he did . .. They [ the Chinese] real ly fooled us whL·n it COllll'S right 
down to it, didn 't they? .. Senato r Leverett Sa lto nstal l asked Acheso n. 
.. Ye, ir," the ecre tary acknowledged. 'vVhere 1\ lact\ rthur was vul ­
nerable to criticism was in his special domain of expertise: in separat ­
ing the Eighth Army from the X Co1vs with a huge gap of trackl ess 
mountain terrain open between the two fo rces and the Aanks of both 
exposed, and in rushing ahead so recklessly after he knew that 
Chinese forces were in the batt le area. Excess ive self-confidence had 
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grown into blundering foolhardiness when he permitted bis tedmi­
cally superior army to be trapped into fighting on the enemy's ground 
and o n the enemy's terms. 

Now his raging ego dictated h is further conduct. He was under the 
double compulsion of rewriting recent history and transferring the 
blame for the disaste r onto other shoulders. His occasional pinpriclcs 
and provocations he now integrated into a systematic campaign to 
overturn administration policy, his scattered policy differences. he 
now built up into a counterposition_ Press statements gushed from the 
Tokyo headquarters as water from an overladen mountain stream. 
The orders forbidding him to strike across the Manchurian border put 
his fo rces under ··an enormous handicap unprecedented in military 
history." He told the Joint Chiefs that he was opposed to a defensive 
strategy, that "unless some positive and immediate action• was taken, 
"steady attrit ion leading to final destruction" was in the offing. Tru­
man's patience wore thin. He ordered all military commanders to halt 
direct communication with publicity media on military or foreign af­
fairs, and sent General Lawton Collins to the Far East to find out what 
was going on. 

Truman himself added to the panic of that week with a rash utter­
ance to the press that use of the atom bomb was under active 
consideration. His statement followed two earlier sensations. In Au­
gust, Navy Secretary Francis Matthews had called for preventive war. 
thought by newspapermen to be a trial balloon of a cabal that in­
cluded Defense Secretary Louis Johnson_ This was followed by the 
announcement of General Orville Anderson., commandant of the Air 
War College, that the Air Force was ready and willing to bomb Mos­
cow. Truman's statement set off a nervous debate in the British House 
of Commons and Attlee's hurried trip across the ocean to confer with 
the President. Collins returned with the report that it , MacAr­
thur's position, or conditions, that if he was to continue under the re­
strictions imposed on him, the war was lost, e acuation w inevita­
ble. and it was 1111ncces a ry to seek an annistice since our troops 
coul d disembark w ithout one. If, however, we would accept full-scale 
war with China, MacArthur would be willing to combine the Corps 
wi th the Eighth Amly to hold a position across the peninsul far 
north a possible. The Briti h took a diametricall opposite tanci 
T hey wanted to grant Communist China recognition nd e t in the 
UN, negotiate a cease-fi re around the 3 th p rallel, and liquidate the 
conflict. 

The American planners decided on course mi<h b t\ een the 
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scill, and H arry Truman, in the privacy of his diary, was already scrug­
gling with it before che rest of che world had even heard of che ato mic 

bomb. 

THE CONTEMPLATED USE OF ATOMIC WEAPONS 

Whac postwar diplomatic and military uses, if any, were envisaged for 
what Bernard Baruch in 1946 called America's "win ning weapon"! On 
chis critical question, coo, Truman vaci llated in ways chat re flected che 
larger uncercainry of the American people. In his pose-H iroshima public 
pronouncements, Truman always insisced thac a fu ndamental objective 
of U.S. policy was co devise a system of inrernarional control chac would 
end U.S. a comic supremacy, fores call a dangerous nuclear arms race, 
and ensure rhat the bomb would never again be used. The Acheson­
Lilirnthal pl.111 01 M.irch 1946, co which hi~rnria ns h:1vc given much 
accention, was presented co the world as an exprcs~ ion of chis high­

minded objective. 
Ac che same time, Truman was clearly prepared co gain whatever scra­

cegic advantage he could from che American atomic monopoly, which 
continued until September 1949, and the country's ove rwhelming 
a comic superioriry, which lasted considerably longer. As he wrote jauntily 
co Bess from Potsdam on July 31, 1945, using a metaphor drawn from 
his favorite game: ul rather chink Mr. Stalin is scallin' because he is not so 
happy over che English elections. [Clement Acclee had replaced Winston 

hurchill as prime minister.] He doesn't know ic bur I have an ace in che 
hole and another one showing-so unless he has threes or two pai r (and 
I know he has not) we are siccing all right." As numerous studies have 
now demonscrared, all Truman's chinking and decision-maki ng about 
nuclear weapons, from July 1945 rhrough che end of his presidency, in­
variably reAecced his preoccupation wirh che U.5.-Soviec power nexus. 

As che Cold War worsened, did TrumJn eve r envis:ige the :icomic 
bomb nor only as a d1plomacic asset in his maneuverings with the Soviets 
bur as something char acrually might be used again) In various public 
pronouncements, as well as in occasional private communications wichin 
rhe government, Truman firmly rejected such an option. W hen army 
secretary Kenneth Royall urged a preemprive nucl ea r str ike against che 
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Soviets during che 1948 Berlin blockade crisis, Truman made plain that 

he considered such an action not only unthinkable morally but appalling 
in ics strategic and diplomatic shortsightedness: "You have got to under­
stand rhar chis isn't a military weapon. le is used to wipe out women and 
children and unarmed people, and nor for military uses. You have got co 
understand chat I have got to chink about the effect of such a thing on 
internarional relations. This is no time co be juggling an acorn bomb 
around." 

When the Cold War turned hot in Korea, however, Truman himself 
coyed wirh rhe nuclear option. At a news conference on November 30, 
1950, after the Chinese had crossed the Yalu River, Truman was asked 
about the possible use of the atomic bomb. He replied: "There bas always 
been active consideration of its use. I don't wane to see it used. It is a 
terrible weapon and it should not be used on innocent men, women, and 
children who have noth ing whatever to do with chis military aggression." 
When the respectcJ Merriman Smith of the UnitcJ Press asked the presi­
dent explicicly co confirm whether dropping the atomic bomb was, in­
deed, under "active consideration, " he answered tersely: "Always has 
been. le is one of our weapons." When asked whether the targets being 
considered were civilian or military, he responded that chis was a "matter 
chat rhe milirary people have co decide. I'm not a military authoriry that 
passes on those things . . .. The military commander in che field will have 
charge of the use of weapons, as he always has. " 

The newspapers reported the story in banner headlines. A United 
Press bullerin proclaimed: "PRESIDENT TRUMAN SAID TODAY 
THE UNITED STATES HAS UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDER­
ATION USE OF THE ATOMIC BOMB IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE WAR IN KOREA." An alarmed Prime Minister Acdee flew to 
Washington co dissuade che president from precipitate action. 

In her biography of her father, Margaret Truman describes this epi­
sode as "all ridiculous, and very dishearten ing." Ir was, she writes, a clas­
sic example of journalistic distortion and sensationalism. Indeed, she 
implicitly blames the press's handling of chis story for che fatal heart at­
tack suffered a few days later by Truman's o ld friend and press secretary 
Charlie Ross. Yee when one reads Truman's dear answers to a series of 
clear questions, it is difficult to see how the reporters distorted or 
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misrepresenred his views. Truman's comments, whi le perhaps merely 
propaganda bluster, did clearly indicate char use of the atom ic bomb in 
the Korean War, while deeply deplorable, was indeed under "active co n­
sideration" and that targeting decisions would be left to "che military 
commander in the field" -General Douglas MacArthur, who publicly 
advocated turning the Korean conflic t into a war of descruccion against 

Communist China. 
In 1952, with his popularity sagging at home and the armis tice talks 

bogged down ac Panmunjom, Truman again considered che nucl ear op­
tion , chis time in the form of two memorJnda chat came co light yea rs 
lace r (New York Times, August 3, 1980, p. 20). Evidently wr ircen to fo r­
mulate hypothetical options as a way of clarifying his own chinking, they 
spel l out in specific detail a nuclear ultimatum to che Soviecs. The first, 

dated January 27, 1952. says: 

le seems to me th,H the prop<:r Jpp10Jch 11uw wou ld lie 
an ulc1ma1um with a 10-day expiration limit, informing 
Moscow chat we intend to blockade che ChinJ coas t 
from che Korean border to Indochina by means now in 
our control-and if ,here is furcher interference we shall 
eliminate any pons or cities necessary to accomplish 

our purposes. 
This means all-out war. le means chat Moscow, t. 

Petersburg, Mukden , Vladivostok, Peking, Shanghai , 
Pore Arthur, Darien , Odessa , Stalingrad, and every man­
ufacturing planr in China and the Soviet Union wi ll be 

eliminated . 

In che second of chese rwo remarkable memos, written in May 1952, 
Truman actually drafted his ulumacum co "che Commies": "Now do you 
wane Jn n 1J co hoscditH:s 111 Kor<:.t 01 do you w.1n1 China .i nd Siberia 
descroyed ? You mJ)' have one or the ocher; whiLhcvcr you _w.111l , cl1 <:si: 
lies of yours Jt chis conference have gone L1r enough. You rnher accept 
our f.ur .inJ jmc proposal or you will be complete ly JescroyeJ. ". 

le i import .int co plJce these documents 111 con cexc. Apart from the 
1950 ne\\'s conference mentioned above, Truman in his public pro­
nouncements dis1111s ed all talk of employing atomic weapons in the 
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Korean War. He had even recalled General MacArthur in April 1951 i 
part over MacArthur's insistenr calls for a wider war. And the Truma 
administration had firmly rejected NSC 100, the 1951 proposal by Stu 
art Symington (chai rman of the National Security Resources Board) t 
the National Security Council calling for a nuclear attack on China an 
possibly the Soviet Union. In this context, historian Gregg Herken . 
probably correct in suggesting chat Truman's Rambo-like private mw 
ings are best seen as "more an expression of pique than of policy." Yeti 
a nuclear age, even pique by a U.S. president cannot be dismissed light! 

Clearly, Truman's feel ings about the military and diplomatic utili, 
of the atomic bomb were ambivalent. He could readily state the compe 
ling arguments against using the bomb (except when looking back o 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki), and he recognized the terrible dangers < 

nuclear threats and bluster. Yee when his frustration levd rose hig 
enough-whether agains t Stalin at Potsdam or the Communises in K, 
rea - his thinking invariably ci rcled back to the alluring option of resol, 
ing his frustrations once and for all with his ace in the hole. 

In chis respect, too, Truman's ambivalence mirrored the attitudes ·c 
the American public: fearful of the bomb, aware of the horror of nude: 
war, yet longing to translate the nation's atomic supremacy into a decisi, 
scroke against the new postwar enemy. Here it is important co note cha 
at lease for some Americans, Truman's ringing defense of the use of cl 
atomic bomb against Japan had larger implications. If che bomb was ju 
tified against one enemy, they asked, why not against another? As or 
reader wrote the New Yorker after che publication of John Hersey's Hir 
shima in August 1946, "I read Hersey's report. It was marvelous. No 
let us drop a handful on Moscow." 

During the Korean War, a strong currenr of opinion emerged in f 
vor of using the atomic bomb. In August 1950, a few weeks after thew 
bega n, 28 percenc of Ameri cans endorsed this option. When che Chine 
c:ncc:rcd chc war in November, U.S. News & World Report noted a "wa· 
of demand" fo r a nuclear response. A year later, as the conflict dragg, 
on inconclusively, slightly more than half chose polled by che Gallup o 
gan iza tion supporced dropping atomic bombs on "military targets ." 

Although periodicals like che Saturday Evening Post warned chat u 
of the atomic bomb in Korea would surely trigger World War III , oth{ 


