e o

Tmwsae;, July drd:

li.v auq é By LEDTOE Luvor) “
Lo gor Jre Tounslly a1l zaw Cw President, off

u:;-n Lo - e

tiae racorde)
b | 4 S 0 o n: g R b Ve T - Tt
_‘.lq o JA | <O Lor '..:_L:'\". Ne « '_’Q:", i® c.

netar <11linm He Urnteady e Ce
Sznutor correst Ue W01, 0.
O GO J(]Z‘,{::ﬁ e ;.-("-1.&‘ . il
oL STess AL Carl LY. wrha, e (a
2:8L00 O '_:mmd.. .T‘I.r. C-)”"ﬂl';y To ani il thwao

Vit G A8 .».l

e vt misiat coll onx bn- Progldent o iavite

o 4 4.. J.u\r«\ A-.»
1 2o attonsd Gilo il -‘um Poothall Garw tla

B e,

> abig e )

11.50 ax  (ouorable L2806 ;‘..t.:eme;«' Gomoral of Califcrnia)
Lo oceoussht waan ST T 3 4 t‘”‘ f3o Chaimenn of ths

State Msm..\,, as well a:z b7

-
TN St
0 Vi §

o

xn, 2alohy PE 3?";1..:. 27 &als c.i.t;, Mr, dguser is a
neroubdlean but vory Srizsndly to tho Adaminigtration and

s

tacy £sal e .*:'.5.3;%::: w2 muite aolpful.)

1l.45 o (The lag etary of the Trcas:r:?}

& L%
{ouasressogn Car Anyourn, Taxog)

( Son_rossoan Hobert Dot wo.‘, e u&
il dre COofmelly yesaterdny

u"ﬂeﬂ"’*oﬁ-ﬂ.ﬂ Gayhawn pi
o arrsage Jor thils ol '.'i‘:w)"z‘}ﬁ{)?" appointinonts)

S EE"*‘LQ.":‘;":].‘,’,- Jeizen .. febl, lLirecicr, Brosu of the Dudgset

n:is
—— L et
yoroodn Bodord LyOochan
(u.\, Fresiden' ssked thws Shy oo in.)

e . B @ b B
12,30 pn T Jecxolary nl Lkabo
s T o o ]
{omorenlo Jom He Ltoolism

(‘_1_; Trogident cald Lo aave Hre Stoslonn cone in chen

.~

a0 Locrotary of Shats nd Ais noxt appointnent)

J»-#AI

100 iz {Lanea)

3z {Tho President, scconpaniod by Adniral Leady, Secrotary
ol t..p Troasury layder : and othor guestis, :b,. arted the
Bits Io.se b, 0% 8b 2420 Dee {T) and arrived

at tie Hoodunrd essals (Jollﬁ‘f) in Charlotliesvilis,
droinia, 8t 4.20 Deze (00), whore thxy wore grosted

oy tanlr aost o bostons, Wre and Ees,. otm.lcy Yoodwaarrd.
lre 3038 anu wxl.Clirrord were 1lso guosis of ir. and
--;.‘-;. ".'006.1‘--?-:}."-.';. -r::‘c :L'Jii‘..‘llﬂ. 6~.. HJ‘O.- -A, wd 6&'. b

ey 413:;;«,\; at %o luaticollo Hotel in Cl .ax'lot,aavina.
-po lozzecli dld nol moke toaa frip. Socretary S

rsoalnod an e rosidened as 2 guest of Lre voodverd for
Alnnor and \ir.:.\.:.:'t* at 11,00 p.oe for tae FParmington Clud
Waord 2o Wil tao c..-o.m. Suost or Wre Frankr X, liouston,
Trosldent of tac U u 23 JoiJorgon Nemorial Lf'om..atlan.)
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AL tlhe Voodward zstabte (Colles) in leottesville, Ya.

050 am The Irosilleni, wccompanied by Admiral Leahy, Adniral
Fogkott, Geoucral Vougaan, Lpe. Rosa, and dr. Clifrord
ooz a ewonbty-cinuto walll around tho Vioodward estate,
returning at 10410 s.ne  Secrotary 4nyder arrived
fran tic Farndncton Club ab 11.25 al.ne

11,40 am 1l:e Prssidenti, accozmpanied by Adniral Leahy, Secretary
angydor, snd otauwr nmembers of the pariy, departed the
sooduard estats for "onuif‘cllo. Upon a"z'iving at the
~38% Foriice of .‘,.).mico....-o, tis President wes greeted
oy Fraosidont frenl ¥, Housbon of the llomorial Poundzation
and Governor Tuck of the Jtate of Virginia., In the
prasoiace of tis other npembora af the Procidentlial
rarey, Lhe Praosident woos presented at tials timo a
sovel mads Iron tre wood of a hree planted by Thomas

on ab .conticello. The P"e:’.:’,de“t then dellvered

& .3‘;1\:3‘33 oo S Topiico of Eaunticello. Follo#.ﬁ}g

¢ Zroescidentls address and tho conclusion of ths
ccremonles at Hontisslio, tho papiy entersd taelr cars

Lo tle B21p o '&’aom ~rrorson's tomb and thence O

L2 Univerasisy of Virginia. TUpoxn arriving at the tomb

L Thoacs Jolffleruon 1, Ghe Presidont, ¢8c0oz rted by ire

“rank L, Houston and accompanied by Govermor Puglk,

adairal Leany, anl o .o:n 2le Col:zske D*a“...eu, President

oir tic vu.;v“m**“'f of Vir: ""e., pmceeded to $he tomb

Wasre the Dresidont 1ald o wroath at the base of the tomb

of Thons s Jeloirson, -olloa*nbwic;z he returned to

Lis car and proccadsd o the Unltverslity of Virginla,

arviving ab 1.20 2.

TUson arrival at tas Mniversity of Virginia,

Tresidcnl was escorted by President Daruen and Jr. Edward
ie ;;;:;’;tlr.:us, formor Socral 'x:':r of State, tlxrouzh the
.goumuﬁ the Lawm, and to tie Colomnade Cludb, where

L 7 Prgslildent attended a luncheon given in his honOre

Tho :’ﬂo_,:,_xjg.,n.; and members of his party departed the
bola‘.:mw cluh atb 5400 penle and rwtored direct to

ton Goodwuard cstatoe.

4,05 pm Tho Prezident sccompanied oy szcﬂcta.z'y Snyder, Nre
wowduard, Goneg. ol Vaughan, and Adalral Fosheti, departed
Colle, %t toodward sstate, and motorod dilreect to Ash
Lasm, the home of lormer President Jumes Monres, whsro
the Prceildent lald g wreablk om Jouos lionroot's tomb, Still
anl newsreol plcutes were teken of the wroalb-lsyinge
Followving tals, tho Tresilent made a tour of the nome
ol ..0--..(:" ?. gsldent ilonroc, and at 4,45 peile ho and ths
mesbors ol Lids party depsrted Ash Lavn,. DSelfore departing
t.e ;.‘r'o.-b enbrance of Aza Lawn, stlll pictures were
takon o the Preasident driving hls Cadlllac convertible
w.allos otacr nembers of his party wvere seated tiorcine
Tho President drov. sack to tiw Woodward estate, riving
at 4.50 p.iie
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S0 pu The ;r\.sident, accompzmied by Secrotary Snyder, ™ o
\dmleel Loahy, General Vuashen, and Admiral FPosketi;

dap: 1 Colla _';:1 tue Cadillac c'mvm'uble, which
voe Frosideunl dove, and mwotorsd to tas Alunmi Club on
tha Undvoersity ¢ 'w.,us, ar; 1v1.nb at 5430 DeZiey whero the
Presidont and mueiboprs of his party attendsd a reception

Jf.; N b:; ‘-k«..—.l‘si—'. ’: --150.'. .'10 J'OD ‘A.m., u...e Uaidsnc’
witn iz sarty, “opt réed thw slummi Club and motored direct
Lo the doodwarl oslste, arriving at Ge20 Pent., where

ey f:tm—'\ 0
= &2

nainsd Jor ke ovendng. Secretary Sunydor was a
Jinner sucst thia evening.
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sunday, July 6th: ‘ T
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[For Lav remaining drive to the dhdte Jouse.

The President and members of his party, with m ]
ekcepiion of Jire Clifford, wbo nad returned So
"’; shington yosstorday wmnmg, depurted the Vood

ectade for the robuwrn trip to mshington. The
regident drove the e avertible Cedilliae in t
admiral Leshy, Secrg a.:':z of tis Lreasuwry .
and cenc.oal ’**allace sreham Yors pLSLSTEerse
President turnad over the car to Agent lorgan
Gies on i Virgiania side of the Humopial Bridge

/mriy roburned to the Soubh Poxtico of %‘no m
/ House at 12.15 p.me (D37]a



llonday, July 7th:

10445 amx  Honorablo Carl Balley, former Governor of
Arlkansas

11,00 an IHonorable Jawws ®. VWebb, Director, Burcau of the i’
Budget
Ir. Frederick J. Lawton
r, Loo C. liartin

T

dr. J. Toldon Joncso
12.00 viece Admiral C. A. Lockwood, U3
(Ia rotirin; voluniarily from tae llavy - to cay
T-ooddye" = arranged by Admiral +ogckett)
12,16 1o (¢ 3 Be Glcker
(iirote ‘. Coimelly, stabing he is nephew of Frank
e =nd faymona Allbee, of Kansas City, friends
o the Iresident. o it leoaving Washington July 12th
o pesidenca in Sen sranclzco, after a tour of duby
- wita dar Deparinma.t. isked to pay respecis before
loeviig. )

12,30 p= Jezoradble Paul VY. felucdt

12,45 2 The Secrstary of Staue
(Usual onday appointment)

1,20 ;1 (Luneh)

Se20 v Honorasle Cordon Re Clop. , Chairman, Board of
Directors, Tennessce Vallay Authority
Lte Genoral R g uiond A. Waoeler, Chlef of Engineers, USA
LajJor General Lewis A, Pick, of Army Engineers
gr. John Steol:xan) :
o flood conirol)

3«30 pm Vice Admiral @i, il. P« Blandy
(Adniral PFPoskstt)
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A. Po Bralley
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E. D, Beck
Larcda, Toxas
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h e Guffoy, former Cconator fron Pa.
rnolly yestorday to ask for this.)
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liow Yorl: las’t weel)

Agents:
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lirs, Louslla Coudoil
Roclsell City, lowa

Alszo present:
TI&'S‘ A. ie Eh’alled
Anarillo, Taxas
T

Parkersburg, W. Vae

Ve A. lolfenstein
Omahs, Hcbraska

Ae o liacDougall
Coucord, iiass

Paul Barger
Taterlao, Ioua

Zoorge Rosenfeld
Storm Lake, lowa

Zdgin Bay
Springfield, Ill.

Joiwni Stepaens
Harion, Arkansas

Je e Cavender
Jonesboro, Arkansas

Se Do Batemmn
Pt. Snith,Arkansas

Lew Lar Price
Richafisld, Utan

idiss Hargaetta Jebsen
Hackensaglk, He Je

iirs, S« D o Beck
,Tem

re. George HRosenfeld
Storm Lake,

Hrs. Ve Ae Eeumteln
Omaha, Hebrasika

{ tho Ixecutive Cormittices
of tix County Hdome Demonstration
the Hational Aazocliation



Tuesdav, July 8th cont'd:

11.45 ann  Colonel Join L. Gaylord
12,15 pm  (lir. Edszar liowrer)

(Arranged by lir. Ross = off record)

12,30 pr1 lir. Jonn Ben Shepmrd, of Texas
lir. Rajmond E. Roberts,Editor, Future Magazine, Publication
of tha United States Junior Chamber of Commerce, Tulsa 3,
Oklanoma
hir. Prank G. FPister, Executive Vice President, U. S.
Junpior Chamber of Cormisrce
(Goel Sullivan wrote lir.Connell; in June that Mr,
Sheppard had just been elected President of the
Junior Chamber of Commerce; at one time very active
in Young Democratié Clubs and how an attorney in
: Longview, Texas. Wants to talk about what *he
~ Junior Chamber of Commerce of Texas can do for
the President and the 1948 campaign)

12,45 pm Honorable W. Stuart Symington
(Wrote lir. Connelly in June that he planned to be
here and wanted to pay his respects to the President -
;" will not stay in Washington shteadily, but expects
" for a while to pay periodic visits.)

1,00 pn  (Luhch)

3.30 prn  (iir. Oscar Ewing)
(Came 1in yesterday to see lr. Connelly and arranged
this appointment. W1ll come, off record, to see
llr.Connelly)
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July Gth:

¥

({r. Jocod 8. Potosky

(Ore Join Re Staclaan)

(ire Potosl:y 1s Traslilent of tixe Anal;oamatod
Clotains Worlk:orc of Amorlea.)

Senator Cerl d. Haich, liow llexico

(Fhonod ire Connolly lLionday to ack for this)

lsgr. Joim Pasfick Carroll—Ab bing
’rm'x_-': ond drector of Boys Town of Italy and

' ative in Italy of Acerican Relierl
s veusuest came Iroa Gasl Sullivan
aad r2czived 1t from Anmorlcav.
Lie e omnelly checked 4t with

by & aid; "isgr. Abbin: is
artoont not only in

ot b

Y, 2N
A% wibeln

538 59O 24 above, but also

53 0 ¥a is a United States
gisizena & s selisves it would

ta a gocd .:=3‘3iae'1t to recoive lsgr.
vbsdns If o do su.")
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Hele ;'.c;.or Zr. origue Sorcia Sayan, the Porsign
‘Winiator of Poru
e Tiars T P o Ly Amba ado E
le E, Sonor Don’ Jorie Prado, the 83 3 of
Poru
’Io'mﬂ:r‘ g TrenticeCoopor, U3« Anbassador to

"\ﬂv\
Honcrable Hormen Arour, Assistant Secretary of State

(Confidential memorandm-~Iro® the State Da‘,arm:zt
as to purposc of tais viait of tre Foreign mnisber
ol Peru, preconted to the Freesideut for his
informatione Tue Department recommended that Ilir,
Arnour sit in on this talk, and the two Ambassedors
asked tha: they be allomd to cone also.)

The Prosidont received tiio Dational Cormitieemen,
Corr:lttesewonmen, Chairmen and Vice Cualrmen, {rom the
Statos ol Arkansas, Xentuelyy, Lonisama. Oklahoma,
Tennesgeo and Texas:

ARTALUSAS @

Te Ne Ds RObins, liat'l Commltteeman, Camden

;«Pb. «t'\. B‘ 3001‘13, COJMOD

Iirs, Jack Cormos, lat'l Cormittcoewoman, Camden
Honorable Arthur Le Adams,Stato C alrman, Jonesboro
»a, Caroll Johnson, Vice Chairman, lorrillton

lire Carroll Joanason and iir. Carroll Joimnson,Jre
Hon. ilarvoy e Conbs, Socrotary, Little Rock

lra. Larvay Ce Comba, Littlo Rock



Wednesday, July 9th cont'd:

1,00

3,30
3445
4,00
4,20

pm

pm

pn
pr
pn

Fm

i
-
T,

KIZITUCKY @ (e

Honorabls Keen Joanson, Nat'l Cormitteeman, Wash., Ds C.

lirse Te C. Carroll, llat'l Committeewoman, Shepherdsville

Hon. J. Lyter Donaldson, State Chairman, Carrollton

llon. William Blanton, Vice Chairman, Paris

lirc. Espey Goodpaster, Pres., Vomen's Dem.Clubs,
Jwingsville.

LOJISIANNA: .

Hon. Hdenry C. Sevier, Hat'l C omuitteeman, Tallulah

Urs. Henry C. Sevier, Tallulah

Honorable John PPred Odom, State Chairman, Baton Rouge

Hon. Wayles Browne,Vice Chairman, Shreveport

Honorable and irs. J. E. Heale, Tallulah

‘O.LA QLA : )

Honorable Robert S. Kerr, Hat'l Cormitteeman, Oklahoma City

Irs. 0. n. Cafky, Hational Commltteewoman, Forgsan

Hon. H., I. Hinda, State Chairman, Oklanoma Jity

irs. Je I. Hinds

Wrs. Sue Ruble, Vice Chairman, Oklahoma City

Jonorable Elmer Harber, American Hat'l Bank, Shawnee

ilps. Elmer Harber, Shawnee

"-Honorable Forest lHeIntire, Secrstary to Governor Turner,

Cklahoma City
Honoravble Ben Dui;ht
TEINESSEE : ~
Honorabls H. S. Walters, Hat'l Committeeman, Morristown
Mrs. Alvert E. Hill, Nat'l Committeewoman, Nashville
Hon. J. Frank Hobbs, State Chairman, Lawrenceburg
ilrs. J. Frank Hobbs
irs. Hallum W. Goodloe, Vice Chalrman, Nashville
Hon. Joe,Carr, Precsident, Young, Dem. Clubs, Nashville,
irs., Joe Carr

lirc. Ogden Reld, owmer and Fublisher of New York
Herald Tribune

(Arranged sometime ago by lirs Ross)

(lir. John Goodloe, R. F. C.)

(Came to ses kKr.Connelly and saw the President,

off ‘the record,)

(Lunchi - Secretary of the Treasury and Honorable
James Webb, Director, Bureau of the Budget)

(Colonel liles Xnowles)
(Colonel Al Holland)
(¥r, Pete Couch)
(Honorable Bryce Smith)
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Taursdazy, July 10th:
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Senagor Albea L _,a:-"" 87s E¥e e,
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(Ton --w*i,-.u Lvold iz t. como up at this timo) Sl

Pross and Ladio Confurcnc

(. Tom hvans

- L3 - - L2V Gl s

n 8. Nowse, Jasirman, Council of conomic

Hom. wcon L Heyacrling, Vico Chalrman

v
i
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Lile SONSs DOOY ‘e‘ «rre Conzelly yesterday to aak

£20 Liis apsolintoent)

B o o3\ 7
E0Gad,y s C.

oty ighway and Public Works

s =
ey Sia Ve

{ ¥ up wisi Clroctor Fobd,

X Joninr: o2 ks, 3ibbs to present a table
o Lhe Prasiden . “i:ms nes made this table,
:-:ic_. ang bop & r 33 Inches or which he has inlald

- N ing
-5 ap 0L Jae

L J*Juea Trom 81 speocies of
sabural color, fro; eviry cormer

¢

bt e e i T TR Han Bia
T HYSGS A0 W
-

52 tae lohe.)

-~

Cadot Jdack L. Caprs, Co. L 2nd Reglment,
Ce e a:.?.lid-..:u ;"LC-EGLC‘;.;J‘
{To prasent tae Srosidont with copy »i 1947 HOWITLIR,

TJe Se H31izary Academy anaucl. Recelved s appaint-

o

"mont from Lo 1‘;*;;.‘1.;. r.u, tizen Senaltor, 1044, 1Is

froo Libordy, Ho. Preosented tiids to the President
in 1245 and 194G.)

The Fresident recoived tho labtional Comiticonen,
Committocwansn and tae 3tate Presidents ol the
Xoung :anoc:a:i Clubs of America:

A;ne:v, iirec. Anne, Columbia, South Carolina
Allen, :nocn Ses Ironton, Chio

Allison, Kormit, Piler, Idaho

Baker, lioy, Sherman, Texag

- Bapsett, Xay, Texas

Benninste, Do, Arizona

Bernstein, Charles, Phaceriz, Arizona
Rlaciman, Robert, Denver, Colorade
Blatt, Gensvieve, Titisburgh, Pa.
Blundell, James H., Dallas Texas
'J“ouem.fer, lirs. June, Portland, Oregzon
Broclk, Tuomas D., Destrolt, Hichizan
B:‘oughton, Toonas, Lanolr, H. Ce

Brown, Robert, lmtington Zeach, Calif.

Cont?d. . . -



Taursday ,

12,00

1201:) om

&

12,25
12,30

1.00 pm

July 10th cont'd: : R

. ) ) ) \:} & N
Van ulol.'.'c, Thonas e, densac Clty, Kansas i
Vraden 'u.: 2 :, upLse Dorothy, Vice Prosideant, Young
Sanocratic Clube of Amer 1ca, Yredenbur:;h, Alabama

Jallace, noo;.rt;, volumbus, Chilo

arreny illlam, wicaita, XLangas

Wirvel, .olon, Indianapolls, Indiana

wonryle, (4dltk, dldland, Texas

dwsclor, we Pelid ,Colunbla, South Carclina
wiite, Jack Cep Zowa GibLy, Iowa

‘dis, lrus Jack, Iowa Cliy, losa

Whitoener, Basll, ::.:;‘:,mia, Lorth Caroline
hi Gn’u’OE'Jb;;’ :-Yilun)n L.’ q...lZ"vaatm, 'ientw/ky
silasan, Wroe Hary uﬂ':icanc‘, mm‘u;ield, Chlo
’\)'3“, -‘.¢-—. ::i-l-l..‘m’ .01"..4.1{1.., Ol"’

W\&, “i‘.i&m :J., OJ..OZI, T‘:&l’l

domorable Franlz P, Corrigan, Amnerlcan Ambessador
Lo ZDenczuola
{-honed ir. Connsily dirsci for this)

The fresident si med the proclaxzation dsclaring

Friday, August 1, 1847, AIR FORCT DAYe Tho following

wera prescnb:

donorable Ve Stuart Symingtons Assistant Secrotary
ol Wup :

Lt. Zeneral iio;; Se Vandezborg,Actlng Deputy
Cormantier, Aray Air Jorces

ko jor Goneral Lauris iflorstad

Sencral Janecsg . Doclitile

(ioncrable Bryce Smith)

ine Secrstory of Stote
(Ysual ‘l‘.‘m:'a-aj ap;.ointnent )

(~amch)



11.00 ax The Ppre:zident prosented the tropay to the winner
oo tize Prosidont's Cup Rogatias Tao following
vere prasent:

PN - Tremit g e | o
scnatoy Houcr Fersuson

I, Roy Doosin (Ywaor and Vinner) TIT PEP V)
irg. Roy Dosain
Ire Dan Fosbtor (Criver)

L. Jolin Ae Romoin

ir. Jazes A, Councillor
lire. indrew Duilly

:ii:‘. C. .:‘ Ei;:lim;

lire and MHro, Wllson Yardell
ape Zarry Leluc

nle GLivor J. Dosplerce

= N\ P
o D A sAam s
SPe ~QN LTSI 3O

r.:
J
.

3]
Q
5

((oniorabls Stumrt Symington)

{(<r. Arthur S. Barrows, foraoer President, Sears Roebuck)

(iire Dugeps Z. Zuchort, former Dean, Earvard School)
of Business Adninistration)

(ire Cormelius Vanderbilt Whitney))

(Gemaral Curl Spaasz)

iy (-i?s Symington asked to have this arranged, off

recoxd )

11445 am Hgnoradble Janes B. Vebb, Director, Bursau of the
( Budget
| & pned Iir. Connelly yesterday for this)

/ ‘\
12.00 " /Aelede Crown Prince Olav of Iiorway

./ The Ambassador of lorway

12,30 s ' Tho Sécrotary of Asriculture
' (Askad Mr. Comnelly to arrange tiis Saturday)

1.00 pa The President motored to O0fIlce of Attorney
Genaral for surprise birtiday luncheon--ititorney
GEneral's Birthday)

3.30 pm (The Postmastor Cencral)

4.15 pmn  (Honorable mdwin Pauley)

7.20 pa’ ' (The Fpesident leflt for layflower Hotel to attend

© *Dinner of DBusiness Advisory Couneil)

/
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11.30

12,15

12,30

\\\\\
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i ~ T ™ -
Senator Ilarloy il ore
> " T 2 '

(Taoined ir, Connolly
T T =1 »es
1954 - ~ @ 4 58S - [Jul )(4

Yeped e
&-;W‘BLA&j:

= ey = - P I ~ 3 MR
(.xats to discuss als

TN 5% T <o
Jonoradle David

s Vie Ve
la.su Ionday to ask

for thiz)

Chalrman Coiinell of Econonie
quartorly report)

de HOTI7, The Under Secrotary

new Assistent Secrotary

also testimony roguested fron tie Chiefl
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NEW EVIDENCE OBTAINED TO PROVE THE EXISTENCE OF UFOs
-- The BLT Research Team

has provided new evidence of hemoglobin at bovine

mutilation sights. There

is also exciting new evidence from the message held

in General Ramey's hand

that a disk crashed at Roswell.

TWENTY UFO SIGHTINGS OVER TEXAS. Twenty sightings
of triangles, cylinders,

fireballs and discs in the last several weeks indicate

an Alien interest in

Texas. Perhaps they wish to help us remember the
tragedy at Waco and the

deaths of some 60 women and children who died when
government tanks spitting

gas attacked the Branch Davidian Church. Five percent
of our total US

sightings are over Texas.

NEW EVIDENCE ON ROSWELL CRASH

Tom Carey writes that a correction should be made

on the message held in

General Ramey's hand in and photographed by J. Bond
Johnson on July 8, 1947.

Dave Rudiak's line #4 which is a key line to the message
should read:

" xxxx §xS IN THE "DISK" THEY WILL SHIP FOR A1-8TH
ARMY AF**"

The key phrase here is "in the disk' referring to
something that was inside

as well as to where it was being shipped to General
Ramey who is the A-1 at

Ft. Worth. What kind of balloon or radar target carries
something inside?



"

Dave Rudiak is "absolutely certain' that the memo

was addressed to Gen. Hoyt

S. Vandenberg at the Pentagon who at the time was

deputy chief of the Army

Air Force. With the new scan, Rudiak was able to

make out several letters in

Vandenberg's name above Ramey's thumb which protrudes
into the text of the

memo. This ties in neatly with the following statement

on page 57 of "THE

TRUTH ABOUT THE UFO CRASH AT ROSWELL" by Randle and
Schmitt concerning

General Vandenberg: "The Associated Press reported

that Lieutenant General

Hoyt S. Vandenberg, Deputy chief of the Army Air Forces
(AAF), hurried to AAF

press section in Washington to take active charge

of the news about the find

in New Mexico." The message is addressed

To: Vandenburg

l)*******************‘*‘******************NEAR OPERATION

AT THE

2) **RAN)CH AND THE VICTIMS OF THE WRECK YOU FORWARDED
TO THE

3) ***T)EAM AT FORT WORTH, TEX.

4) ****x*xS*S IN THE "DISK" THEY WILL SHIP FOR A1-8TH
ARMYAF**

5) BY B29-ST OR C47. WRIGHT AF ASSIST FLIGHTS AT
ROSWELL. ASSURE

6) THAT CIC-TEAM SAID THIS MISTAKEN MEANING OF
STORY AND THINK

7) LATE TODAY NEXT SENT OUT PR OF WEATHER BALLOONS
WOULD WORK

8) BETTER IF THEY ADD LAND DEMO RAWIN CREWS.

Signed Ramey

EDITORS NOTE: Again I wish to thank those research
groups, Dave Rudiak, Tom

Carey and Don Schmitt, Don Burleson, Neil Morris and

the Roswell Photo

Interpretation Team that are making new evidence available
to us. Vandenberg

was Deputy Commander, US Army Air Forces in 1947.



Later he became Chief of

Staff, United States Air Force. A review of his official
daily activities

calendar revealed he returned from Wichita Falls,
Texas on July 5, 1947, less

than a hundred miles from Ft. Worth, Texas.

On Monday, July 7, General Vandenberg's Dairy is full
of UFO reports, and he

spends most of the day taking care of a flying saucer
recovery in Houston,

TEXAS, an incident that he later claims was a hoax.
One entry sticks out.

He asked General Van what he thought the flying discs
were and General Van

was quite noncommittal. General Van said that ""Some
National Guard planes

were put on duty on their own volition to search for
the discs, but no planes

have been put on duty from Hq. AAF." It is possible
this was a simple code .

to remind him of the exact date for Roswell and where
it was being shipped.

On Tuesday, July 8, Col. Blanchard announces to the

world press a flying

saucer has been captured near Roswell, NM. Late afternoon
J. Bond Johnson

takes General Ramey's photograph in Fort Worth with

a copy of the message

apparently just sent to Vandenberg in his hand. Vandenberg's
Dairy reports

he returned from Congressman Wolverton's office at

5:07 PM and went

immediately to Secretary of the Army Air Force Mr
Symington's Office with

reference to personnel for the President's Air Board.

At 6:20 PM went to Mr.

Leo's office and then home. It is not known what

the President's Air Board,

means and may refer to UFOs. He should have received
Ramey's message by then

or first thing Wednesday morning.

On Wednesday, July 9, General Vandenberg's Dairy reports
he talked with



General Doolittle on the phone and told him to come
in at 10:30 AM. He met

with Mr. Symington apparently with Doolittle at 10:30.
At 10:50 he met with

General Eisenhower Army Chief of Staff, and General
Norstad Psychological

Operations. At 12:15 he met again with Mr. Symington.
At 12:15 Vandenberg

is called by the White House and told to be there

the next day. His diary

also says at 2:15 PM: Vandenberg returned from JCS
(Joint Chief of Staffs)

and met again with Symington. At 3:40 he met with
General Gardner, General

Power and Col. Peterson. He does not mention handling
the UFO situation but,

General Doolittle is known to have investigated UFO
sightings in Sweden.

General Vandenberg's Dairy indicates he meets with
virtually all key

military personnel in Washington DC and something
very important was

happening. It should be noted that Vandenberg is
concerned that the Air

Force was becoming a separate service in a few weeks
and he was attempting to

obtain funding for 70 Groups. Congress appeared to
cutting the Air Force to

only 55 groups. Publicizing the new possible threat
from UFOs could help

increase Air Force funding. The message stating that
there were both victims

of the wreck and shipping a disk speaks volumes.
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, weird kit of tools under his arm, descended into the cavernous bomb

bay. There, in its special cradle, lay a black metallic monster of the
approximate size and shape of a baby whale. It was known vario'usly
to the chosen few who had ever laid eyes on it as “Thin Boy,” or
“The Thing.” It was wholly dormant and innocuous as Captain Par-
sons clambered down into its nest. Only the night before, four B-2g’s
in succession had crashed trying to take off from Tinian. If the
Enola Gay, with its special cargo, had suffered a like fate, a properly
activated “Thin Boy” probably would have blown a good part of
Tinian Island off the map. So Captain Parsons, one of the few men
around who had been trained at Alamogordo, volunteered at the last
minute to fuse the world's first airborne atomic bomb while in flight.
He hoped reverently to God that he knew how, and that he could do
it in time. He was far from certain.

Four alternative targets in the Japanese homeland were circled on
the chart that Colonel Tibbets carried on his lap. An hour ahead of
him were three reconnaissance planes to scout the weather over
each target. Clear visibility from 30,000 feet was a requisite for this
grealestvof all air strikes. As daylight crept up out of the eastern
horizon and spread across the sky, the Enola Gay's navigator, Cap-
tain Theodore Van Kirk, was advised by radio code that conditions
over Target One, the city of Hiroshima, were ideal. He and Colonel
Tibbets set their course accordingly, and the bombardier, Major
Thomas W. Ferebee, got into position behind his bombsight. “Zero
instant” had been calculated for g:15 o'clock. At 8:50 the shoreline
of Honshu, the main Japanese island, swept past in brilliant sunlight
far beneath them. At g:11, with the two accompanying observation
planes deployed a mile away, one on each side, the Enola Gay
reached her “initial point” for a straight run directly over her target.

What premonitory emotions and anxieties gripped the m(ﬂ:],
aboard is not recorded—whether they shouted “Bombs Away!
“There she goes!” “Take this, you bastards!” or anything at all.
William L. Laurence, on special military leave from the New York
Times as press officer for the Manhattan Engin(,@r Distnlct, was the
only reporter with a next-to-eyewitness proximity to this awesome
venture. From his prmlcgvd listening post in the main communica-
tions center at Tinian, he followed the minute-by-minute progress of
the flight and interviewed the crew when they returned that after-
noon. He cuptured some of the drama in these words:

The Enola Cay had a four-minute run on a pvrfrctly open target. Maj.
Ferebee mnnipulatt-d the cross hairs on his bomb slght until the target

was at the intersection between his course line and his rate line. The gres
moment had come. He synchronized on Hiroshima and let go. . . .

Those inside the Enola Gay first saw a little pinpoint of light, purplish
red. In an instant the pinpoint grew into a giant ball of purple fire, a hal
mile in diameter. The great fireball suddenly exploded into a huge mas
of swirling flames and purple clouds. Out of it came giant concentri
white rings of fog, as though the earth itself were blowing mighty smok
rings.

Sguddenly out of the swirling purple cloud came a huge column o
smoke. . . . Then came another phase. The ten-thousand-foot colum
suddenly grew into a giant mushroom, with tremendous clouds of dus
swirling about its base for a distance of three miles. . . .

At exactly g:15 this moring Hiroshima stood out under the clear blu
sky. One tenth of a millionth of a second later, a time imperceptible b:
any clock, it had been swallowed by a cloud of swirling fire as though i
had never existed. The best watches made by man still registered g:15.

Halfway around the world, the United States destroyer August:
was a day out of Norfolk, bringing the almost-brand-new thirty
second President of the United States home from his first interna
tional conference, at Potsdam. As he sat at lunch on August"ﬁ wit]
the ship’s crew, an officer handed him a radiogram that had jus
been received. It read:

To The President
From the Secretary of War
Big bomb dropped on Hiroshima August g at 7:15 p.M. Washingtor
time.® First reports indicate complete success which was even more con
spicuous than earlier test.

In later years, the President recalled:

When I read this I signalled to the crew in the mess hall that I wishec
to say something. I then told them of the dropping of a powerful new
bomb which used an explosive twenty thousand times as powerful as :
ton of TNT. . .. I could not keep back my expectation that the Pacific wa:
might now be brought to a speedy end.?

The decision to atomize Hiroshima not only brought the war ir
the Pacific to a speedy end but did much, much more.

Joseph Stalin probably knew more about America’s atomic-bomt
project than Harry Truman did when he became President. In fact

¢ August 5 in the Western Hemisphere is August 6 in the Eastern.
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Truman did not even know it existed on the evening when he was
sworn in, and it was almost two weeks later before he was to get his
first full-dress briefing on the mysterious operations of the Manhat-
tan Engineer District (the administrative euphemism behind which
this greatest of wartime gambles was concealed) from the Secretary
of War, Henry L. Stimson. Yet, in less than three months he would
be called upon to make the most awesome decision any President
had ever been asked to make—whether to loose this most terrifying
weapon ever devised by man upon human targets.

No man has ever walked with less preparation into a greater
tangle of problems than did Truman when he stepped across that
anomalous Constitutional threshold that separates the figurehead
Vice Presidency from the towering and lonely responsibility of the
Presidency. Since his inauguration in January, he had seen President
Roosevelt privately only three times, and each occasion was brief
and inconsequential. In his established role as presiding officer of
the Senate he was almost totally isolated from the flow of issues and
decisions in the executive branch of government, save as they di-
rectly concerned legislation. What he knew of the grand strategies
of war and peace, then approaching an apocalyptic climax, he
picked up largely from the papers and the gossip of the Senatorial
cloakrooms.

“The President,” Woodrow Wilson wrote nearly half a century
ago, “is at liberty both in law and in conscience to be as big a man as
he can.”

But a Vice President can be only as big a man as his President
wants, or permits, him to be. FDR groomed no one to be his succes-
sor, and if he ever regarded Harry Truman as anything more than a
congenial makeweight on the Democratic ticket in 1944, the fact is
lost to history. Nor is there much evidence that the Vice President
himself contemplated or tried to prepare for the historic crisis that
enveloped him on that April evening in 1945. At a later time he
said:

I felt that I had lived five lifetimes in my first five days as President. 1
was beginning to realize how little the Founding Fathers had been able to
anticipate the preparations necessary for a man to become President so
suddenly. It is a mighty leap from the Vice Presidency to the Presidency
wken one is forced to make it without warning. Under the present system
a Vice President cannot equip himself to become President merely by
virtue of being second in rank.?

A DUBIOUS MILLENNIUM

Of all the vast complexities that lesped out at Truman wh
was thrust into the White House. none was more formidabl
demanding than the A-bomb. The conduct of the war was,
relative sense, in the hands of the generals and the sdmirals;
was no question but that the formative work on the United N
should go forward; and domestic affairs could, i need be, con
to operate under their own momentum, for a time ot least. Bo
discovery and hamnessing of atomic energy involved unmiquely
sonal responsibilities for the President. Ounly a handful of mes
of tens of thousands engaged on the atomic knew :
dimensions or were able to guess at its limi nplications
each major step in this two-billion-dollar fantasy required the }
dent’s personal consent. And he alone, in all the world, must s
or No to that awesome, ultimate question. “Shall we drop the |
on a living target?”

Among the few people in the world who did know, how
imperfectly, what was going on at Oak Ridge, Tennessee, and
Alamos, New Mexico, and at Hanford, Washington, were Pre
Stalin and his top associates in the Kremlin. They bad enjoyes
more than a year fairly accurate and up-to-date intelligence
plied them through the espionage network served by the Ce
physicist Klaus Fuchs, who was attached to the Manhattan ¥
neering District (MED) in a hi and confide
role. (This desolate fact was ::'SHY bo-up:.&m sutho
until several years later, when Fuchs was caught at his sp
by the British.) Senator Truman almost blundered into the
company of the informed in mid-1g44 As Chairman of the Se
War Investigating Committee, he decided to send his inw
gators down to see what was happening to the hundreds of
lions of dollars of appropriated funds being swallowed up by
hush-hush operation in Eastern Tennessee. He was dissuaded o
timebythcpersonalpleaofS«:rﬁuySt"n-lm.-hmhg
agitation to his office and told him: “Senator, I cant tell vou wh
is. but it is the greatest project in the history of the world. It is 1
top secret. Many of the people who are actually engaged in
work have no idea what it is, and we who do would appreciate
not going into those plants.” )

Almost a year later—the date was April 25, 1945—Stimson
relieved to be able to go to the White House and tell the
President in detail what the state of progress on the A-bomb
and to speculate about its enormous implications. Almost at
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outset of the MED program in 1941, Stimson had been designated
by President Roosevelt to be his chief civilian liaison with the scien-
tists and military men carrying on the work. On this visit to the
White House, he brought with him Major General Leslie R. Groves,
the chief administrative officer of the project, who explored the
main technical aspects of the work for the new President.

The substance of Groves’ report was that, as the culmination of
five years of totally unparalleled scientific effort, a workable atomic
bomb was now almost a certainty. The remaining doubts, he said,
would be resolved sometime after the middle of July when an
actual test explosion would be attempted in the New Mexico desert.
If it succeeded at all, this explosion would yield an equivalent force
of about 500 tons of TNT. Thereafter, he went on, the first “opera-
tional” bomb would be ready for use around the first of August.
And—in what turned out to be a historic understatement—this one
should have twice the killing force of its prototype, or the equiva-
lent of 1,000 to 1,200 tons of TNT. It was a 20,000-ton bomb that hit
Hiroshima, and “Thin Boy” was already obsolete before it was
dropped.

(Not every one shared General Groves’ optimism. Admiral Wil-
liam D. Leahy, the crusty old sea rover who had stayed on briefly as
White House Military Adviser after FDR’s death, also sat in on the
briefing for Truman that morning. When Stimson and Groves had
departed, he warned the President: “The damn thing will never go
off, and I say that as an expert on explosives.” Some of the scientific
people of the MED were equally, if less picturesquely, skeptical.)

For his part of the discussion that morning, Secretary Stimson
dwelt less on the weaponry aspects of atomic energy than on the
larger questions of its place in broad military and political strategy
and the moral implications of America’s monopoly of it.* (The Brit-
ish and Canadians were junior partners in the enterprise, but the
essential techniques had been developed by the United States.)
There was first, he said, the issue of whether such a terrifying
weapon should be used at all. Beyond this was the question of our
obligation to humanity as the custodians of this secret cosmic force,

and how that custodianship was to be exercised in a postwar world
\/flull of jealousies and tensions. He urged the President to look be-
yond the immediate prospect of the first man-made atomic blast to
the tremendous long-range ramifications that would begin immedi-
ately to ensue. At Stimson’s suggestion, Mr. Truman agreed to the
prompt creation of a special committee of distinguished civilians to

A DUBIOUS MILLENNIUM €
study, and to advise him on, the whole range of moral and politic:
issues presented by the emergence of atomic energy as a totally nex
aspect of civilization.

Rarely has there been a government committee of higher calibe
than the so-called Interim Committee which resulted from this tall
Stimson, whose record of public service went back to the Taft ac
ministration, was its chairman, and on its roster were such names a
James M. Byrnes, former Supreme Court Justice and War Mobilize
and soon to become Secretary of State; Ralph A. Bard, Assistan
Secretary of the Navy; Vannevar Bush, director of the Office o
Scientific Research and Development, and James B. Conant, wh
left the presidency of Harvard to become chairman of the Nationa
Defense Research Committee. Serving in an advisory capacity wer:
several of the brightest luminaries from the new science of nuclea
physics—such as J. Robert Oppenheimer, Enrico Fermi, and Arthu
H. Compton, each of whom had had a commanding role in th
capture of atomic energy.

The minutes and final report of this group are still classified anc
beyond common reach, but Herbert Feis® has done a thorough jol
of piecing together the proceedings from many competent sources
There were, he says, two basic items on the agenda: (1) how thi
new source of energy (characterized by Stimson as having “mor:
effect on human affairs than the theory of Copernicus and the law o
gravity”) was to be controlled internationally, particularly with re
spect to Russia; and (2) how the bomb was to be used in the wa
against Japan (Germany now being on the brink of defeat).

On the first proposition, the committee was unable to arrive at :
clear-cut consensus. Opinions varied all the way from the argumen!
that it should be jealously hoarded as an exclusive American secret
with this country assuming the Messianic role of enforcer of the
world’s peace, to the opposite extreme where we would immediately
take the Russians into our confidence and, with them, deliver the
secret into the hands of an international commission under the con-
trol of the United Nations.

As one reviews the rationale of these arguments that took place in
such tense secrecy two decades ago (to me, there is an antic paralle]
here to the opening witch scene of Macbeth), one is ruefully re-
minded of how much of its time mankind spends going nowhere on
a treadmill. The arguments have not changed, and the dilemma is
the same in 1965 as it was in 1945: How shall we control atomic
energy? How shall we blunt its power for evil and sharpen its poten-
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tial for good? How, indeed, can we save ourselves from immolation
on an atomic pyre that we have built and fueled with our own
hands? These awesome questions have not been answered through
countless hours of international wrangling, bullying, and negotia-
tion, nor through prayer, nor through “peace strikes,” nor through
the scientists’ blind search for a damper or counterforce against the
atomic holocaust. On this, as on so many stubborn cold war issues,
that evolved in the late 1940’s, we are still pumping that treadmill.
On the second proposition, raised by the Interim Committee, a
sharper consensus did emerge: that the bomb should be used as soon
as possible against a major military target to force Japan promptly to
her knees. There were both pros and cons to this, of course. Most
importantly, a group of scientists at the atomic project in Chicago,
headed by Leo Szilard, protested vehemently against the debase-
ment of their efforts by turning it to the lethal purposes of warfare.
They also argued strongly against the doctrine of an atomic mono-
poly, pointing out that the principles of atomic fission were already
known to scientists in many parts of the world. Any effort by this
country to hoard its knowledge of atomic energy, they said, would
only feed the envious and probably warlike determination of other
nations to develop the bomb for themselves.®
~ Another viewpoint commanding attention was that the bomb
should be employed against Japan, but only by means of a nonlethal
demonstration in the ocean or on a deserted island. There was gen-
eral revulsion within the committee, according to Secretary Stim-
son’s recollections, against the idea of the mass slaughter that would
result from bombing a populated center. But weighing against this
was the prospect that the conventional ground, sea, and air attack
then being waged against the fanatical Japanese would take at least
another year and possibly as many as one million American and
British casualties before victory could be achieved. One or maybe
two well-placed atomic bombs should, on the other hand, end the
war in a matter of days.

" As for the alternative of a harmless demonstration, there were

sound arguments against that, too. To make it effective, the event
would have to be widely billed in advance so that the enemy could
see the awesome blast, or at least know about it and be properly
intimidated. But in the then current state of atomic science, there

® Atomic “proliferation” is a greater concern to Washington as this is being written
(1965) than the imminence of atomic war. Besides the United States, Great Britain,
Russia, France, and Communist China now possess atomic weapons.

A DUBIOUS MILLENNIUM
was no absolute assurance that this primitive device would go of
planned, or that the delivering plane and its crew would not
demolished in the process. Such an eventuality, it was reaso:
would be a mortal blow to the image of Allied invincibility
probably would encourage Japan to fight on more determinc
than ever. It could also, it was believed, cause the Russians, 1
had promised at the Yalta Conference to get into the war aga
Japan three months after Hitler was disposed of, to drag their f
_~ There was, after all, in that baleful, tortured summer of 1945, -
one overriding objective to American world policy: to whip Ja
and end the war in the shortest time with the least possible cost
men and money. The debate in the Interim Committee theref
resolved itself in forwarding to the President the following histc
conclusion on what to do about the atomic bomb: “We can prop
no technical demonstration likely to bring an end to the war. "
can see no acceptable alternative to direct military use.”™

The controversy ove: the moral rightness of this conclusion |
never ceased. But it seemed not greatly to trouble President T
man, to whom it was clear and logical that bombs to be used in 1
war against the Axis had always been the end purpose of this wh
gigantic effort.

Thus reinforced, he embarked aboard the Augusta on July 7 :
his first meeting with Prime Minister Churchill and Premier Sta
at Potsdam. Their basic purpose was to correlate plans for a peac
tul Europe (V-E Day had occurred on May 8) and for finishing t
war in the Pacific. On the evening of the 16th, Stimson, who h
followed the President over by air, handed him, at the “Little Wh
House,” in Potsdam a message just received from General Groves
Alamogordo, New Mexico. In strictly homemade code, it read
follows: “Operated on this morning. Diagnosis not yet complete b
results seem satisfactory and already exceed expectations.” To Prir
Minister Churchill's headquarters, the Secretary sent this meanin
ful paraphrase: “Babies satisfactorily born.” Both meant the san
thing: The static test in the New Mexico desert had handsome
succeeded. The atom bomb was a reality at last.

Now only three important steps had to be taken before tl
doomsday bell would be tolled.

On the 24th, President Truman at Potsdam OK'd what amounte
to the final orders for the Enola Gay’s historic flight. Directed t
General Carl A. Spaatz, Commanding General, U.S. Army Strateg
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Air Forces, and signed by General Thomas C. Handy, Acting Chief
of Staff, the orders read in part:

The sogth Composite Group, 2oth Air Force [the atomic strike force]
will deliver its first special bomb as soon as weather will permit visual
bombing after about 3 August, 1945, on one of the targets: Hiroshima,
Kokura, Niigata and Nagasaki. . . . Additional bombs will be delivered on
the above targets as soon as made ready by the project staff. . . . Dissemi-
nation of any and all information concerning the use of the weapon
against ]apm{ is reserved to the Secretary of War and the President of the
United States.”

Next was the problem of what and how to tell Stalin, now that the
secret of the bomb was about to unfold itself. Truman and
Churchill conferred anxiously about this. Their dilemma was to
convey to the smilingly treacherous old dictator just enough to head
off his complaints that his allies had bypassed him, but not enough
to reveal the true nature of the weapon. (They put off to an uncer-
tain tomorrow facing up to the ultimate political realities raised by
the bomb.) So, at the conclusion of their formal Big Three session
on the 24th, Truman strolled nonchalantly around the table to
where the Russian leader was chatting with some of his aides.

“I casually mentioned to Stalin,” the President has recalled, “that
we had a new weapon of unusual destructive force. The Russian
Premier showed no particular interest. All he said was that he was
glad to hear it and hoped we would make ‘good use of it against the
Japanese.””

Truman and Churchill chortled smugly over their coup as they
left the conference together, blissfully ignorant that the enigmatic
Russian Premier had scored a point in one-upmanship against them.
What he could have said, but didn’t, was: “So? I've known about it
all along.”

Finally, there was the question of whether the Japanese could be
induced to surrender before the A-bomb was used against them. The
country had already been hammered into near helplessness. Tokyo
and dozens of ]ap’an’s other major cities had been turned into
charred shells by the massive fire raids of the B-29’s. Its navy and its
air force had been reduced by the summer of 1945 to virtual impo-
tency. Only its army remained strong, and it was known that the
fanatical ]a’lpnnese soldiery could make an invasion of the Japanese
homeland a costly and long-drawn-out butchery. While there had
been some tentative and ambiguous peace feelers from Tokyo by
way of Moscow, the Allies insisted on “unconditional surrender” as

the sole price of peace. (Churchill demurred over this rigidity,
since the United States was carrying the main burden of the Pa
fighting, he let the President have his way. )

The text of a proposed ultimatum to the Japanese rulers had b
drawn in Washington several weeks earlier. Truman gai
Churchill’s assent to it on the scene at Potsdam; and the assen
Chiang Kai-shek, the Nationalist Chinese leader, by radio. The
contained no hint of an atomic bombing, but sternly promised u
destruction of the Japanese homeland, just as Germany had b
destroyed, unless the terms of unconditional surrender were imm
ately met. The ultimatum (later known as the Potsdam Declarati
was issued on the evening of July 26, and its content was beame:
Japan repeatedly for the next twenty-four hours by the powe
radio transmitters of the Office of War Information on Saipan. 7
nights later, millions of leaflets were dropped over Japan from
ing Fortresses. They repeated the substance of the Declaration,
with an ominous new note added. Eleven cities were listed, of w)
at least four would shortly be picked for total destruction from
air. “Attention Japanese People,” the leaflets read, “Read this ¢
fully as it may save your life or the life of a relative or a friend.”

It is now known that there was a violent split within the Japa)
governing hierarchy at this time in late July over whether to «
tinue the unequal struggle or to give up. The fate of the Emp
and his sacred status, which the Allies had failed to clarify in t
surrender terms, seems to have weighed powerfully in behal
those who counseled a fight to the death. At all events, it was
side that prevailed. Premier Suzuki disclosed the government’s
cial position when he told Japanese reporters on the afternoo
July 29: “I believe the joint proclamation of the three countric
nothing but a rehash of the Cairo Declaration. As for the gov
ment, it does not find any important value in it, and there is no o
recourse but to ignore it entirely and resolutely fight for the succ
ful conclusion of this war.”

His defiant words, broadcast to the world, stamped “Go” on
flight orders of the Enola Gay.

The bomb that exploded a thousand feet above Hiroshima ki
upwards of 78,000 people, most of them instantly, which was ne
twice as great as the number who survived with injuries. It der
ished practically every house within a three-mile radius of the
get zero, or about gg percent of the city’s buildings. The sec
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making it more responsive to papulan sentiment. ... My [uture work will
be concerned almost exclusively with domestic policy matters and with
efforts to transform the political economy ol our domestic in.stilulions."'j"‘

The truth is that, after stimulating much comment with a dramatic
thesis and alter engaging in several polemical articles in the New York
Review of Books and so irritating Herbert Feis that the latter in his
book on the origins of the Cold War relused to mention the author of
Atomic Diplomacy by name, Alperovitz could not prove his major conten-
tion. Adam Ulam, in a caustic analysis of “Dr, f\lpcruvil/," has written,

One would expect Alperovitz to adduce at least a single instance of an American
ing i i s 0451
negotiator saying in cffcct 1o a Russian during the period in question (1945-16) ,

“" " . » n
“You ought 1o remember we have the bomb,” or "Il you go easy on the Poles
we might share our nudear knowhow with you.” Or he might offer a f)lll')llf
statement by an American official that “the Russians ought to keep in mind

before they go too far in Rumania that we have this weapon. Dr. Alperovitz

ren’ 30
does not cite any such instances because there weren't any.?

His supporters were reduced to saying that Alperovitz had widened their
horizons, had made them see that some officials in the United States
Government had believed that the threat of the atomic bomb might help
them resolve their troubles with the Russians. Alperovitz was reduced to
relying on the powers of psychology: Poswsession ol the bomb, he declared,
influenced Amencan ofhcialy more than they knew o said. Ina sideways
movement in one of his New York Reuview essuys, Alperovitz also ook
refuge in logic. American military leaders, he remarked, believed the
bomb unnecessary for victory over Japan, but the United States Govern-
ment failed 1o reassess the military situation. Why did “the momenturp
remauin when the military reasons disappeared?” Answer: "A diplomatic
momentum had by this time taken control of policy."#°

By the time he had made his retreat, half of the graduate students in
the country were believing his original thesis and the other half were
looking for holes in his argument. One ol the later at the University of
Tennessee found that in Alperovitz's claim that on June 18, 1945,
Truman's military advisers had agreed that Japan could be forced to
surrender Ullu)l)(hll')l)'i“\ without the use of the bomb and without an
invasion (and the diplomatic momentum was, therelore, about to set vin)
and had quoted General Marshall as saying, “The impact of Russian

entry on the alieady hopeless Japanese may well be the decisive action

ANCold IWar Essays, p. 4

39-0On Modern History: Rereading the Cold War,” ¢ xcerpted in Paterson, ed., Origins
of the Cold War P 115

10Cold War Essays, p. 3. The psychology is on p 71: “Thus it appears that the natural
military assumption that the bomb would be used became intermeshed with dxglumnlu
SITAlEgY In 2 way o subtle 1t was }):uluhly not (umphul\ undcerstood 1)7 the participants

themsclves.”
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levering them into capitulation,” he had trimmed the quotation so
give it a quite dilterent meaning from what Marshall intended.*t Bu
as the Tennessee sharpshooter was about to draw a bead on Alpert
the enfant terrible of 1965 was, as mentioned, rapidly disappearing
the historiographical horizon.

3

Revisionist critics of U.S. foreign policy during the Cold War era
encountered three problems or issues or aspects of policy that can
decision in the year 1946 that bother them in varying degree. Like
contentions discussed in preceding pages, these also are worth ca
notice in what by this juncture may be beginning to appear as an ¢
to knock down every theory the revisionists have put up. Frankly, ar
risk of appearing to be a traditionalist, a defender of received tr
and a victim of Cold War rhetoric (after all, is there not some mer

41Alperovitz needs to show that there was no military justification for the bomb. 1
his key picee of evidence, because it would mean that President Truman obviousl
ulterior reasons for using atomic weapons, On pp. 237-38 of Atomic Diplomacy, Al
vitz writes as follows: “Before the atomic bomb was dropped each of the Joint Clu
Stafl advised that it was haghly likely that Japan could be forced to surrender 'u
ditionally,” without use of the bomb and withoul an invasion. [Alpcrovitz's italics
deed, this characterization of the position taken by the senior military adviser:
conservative one. General Marshall’s June 18 appraisal was the most cautiously ph
advice offered by any of the Joint Chiefs: “The impact of Russian entry on the al
hopeless Japanese may well be the decisive action levering them into capitulation.
The ellipsis points at the end of this quotation are Alperovitz's, after which he pas:
the opinion of Admiral Leahy. For the quotation from Marshall, Alperovitz cite
Potsdam documents in Foreign Relations, but from a careful reading of Foreign .
tions: The Conference of Berlin, 1945, 1 (Washington, 1960), 905, the same page us
Alperovitz, it is clear that Marshall anticipated the necessity of American troops lar
on Kyushu, an opcration then being planned for November 1, and that it might
be necessary to land troops on Honshu, the island containing Tokyo, which |
landing eventually was scheduled for April 15, 1946, Following is a properly full q
tion of Marshall's opinion (in the document the general was reading, the design.
“Japan" mcant the Honshu landing): “There is reason (o believe that the first 30
in Kyushu should not exceed the price we have paid for Luzon. It is a grim fact that
in not an casy, bloodless way to victory in war and it is the thankless task of the le.
Lo maintain their firm outward front which holds the resolution of their subordii
Any irresolution in the leaders may result in costly weakening and indecision it
subordinates. .. [Ellipsis marks in original.] An important point about Russian
ticipation in the war is that the impact of Russian entry on the already hopeless Jap:
mmay well be the decisive action levering them into capitulation at that time or sh
thereafter if we land in Japan.” Alperovitz omitted these final, italicized words
failed to print the preceding two sentences, lifting his quotation completely ot
context. I am greatly indebted to John Garry Clifford of the University of Connect
who in 1968-1969 taught at Tennessee and devoted part of a seminar to the Alper
book, for calling my attention to this use of quotation,



“Always has been,” Dad said. "It is one of our weapons.”

The truth, of course, as Dad had indicated in his previous com-
ment, was that the atomic bomb would be used only as a last
desperate resource. But he hoped that the threat of using it would
force the Chinese to move more cautiously.

Now the reporters, sniffing a story, really went to work on him.
“Does that mean, Mr. President, use against military objectives
or civilian?” Robert G. Nixon of International News Service
asked. Note the neat way that question penned my father into a
corner. He tried to extricate himself by saying that was “a matter
th the military people have to decide. I'm not a military author-
ity that passes on those things.”

My father was thinking of the way targets wete sclected for
the 'Il[OIﬂiC bombs dropped on Japan. He had ordered his military
advisers to select authentic military targets, and they had done
so. He was trying to avoid the implication that he or anyone else
wopld willingly drop a bomb on a purely civilian target. He was
trying to do this in a nice way, without cutting down Bob Nixon.

“Mr. President,” said Frank Bourgholtzer, “you said this de-
pends on United Nations action. Does that mean that we wouldn't
use the atomic bomb except under United Nations authorization?”

This question tried to pin Dad into another corner. Numerous
congressmen, mostly Republicans, were extremely touchy about
the agreements which President Roosevelt had made with the
British, giving them a say in the use of the atom bomb. When
those agreements expired in 1946, Congress had absolutely refused
to renew them. In fact, their intransigence had forced Dad to
break off all direct relations with British research in atomic
energy. Struggling to avoid giving his home-front critics political
ammunition, Dad replied: “No, it doesn't mean that at all, The
action against Communist China depends on the action of the
United Nations. The military commander in the field will have
charge of the use of weapons, as he always has.”

Here my father was trying to say that even a UN army had per-
mission to use all the weapons in its arsenal, if its survival was at
stake.

None of the reporters tried to pursuc these questions beyond
the single answer my [ather gave them. There was no indication
that the subject was considered the main theme of the press con-
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ference. They again went on to other things and the conference
ended with a plea from Dad for the reporters and the nation to
understand that “we have exerted every effort possible to prevent
a third World War. Every maneuver that has been made since
June 25 has had in mind not to create a situation which would
cause another terrible war. We are still trying to prevent that war
from happening.”

The reporters departed and within minutes, the UP began
carrying the following bulletin: “PRESIDENT TRUMAN SAID TODAY
THE UNITED STATES HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION USE OF THE ATOMIC
BOMB IN CONNECTION WITH THE WAR IN KOREA.”

The AP was just as bad: “PRESIDENT TRUMAN SAID TODAY ACTIVE
CONSIDERATION 1S BEING GIVEN TO USE OF THE ATOMIC BOMB AGAINST
THE CHINESE COMMUNISTS IF THAT STEP IS NECESSARY.”

Only much later in the message did the AP explain the context
of Dad’s remarks on the atomic bomb and make it clear that they
were not in the prepared statement which he had made on Chinese
intervention, at the beginning of the conference. Charlie Ross
hastily summoned reporters to his office and sternly told them that
the story's implication—that new consideration of the atomic bomb
was in the works, because of the Chinese intervention—was simply
not true.

Meanwhile, the AP ticker kept piling distortion on distortion:
“HE SAID . . . THE DECISION OF WHETHER TO DROP ATOMIC BOMBS
WAS ONE FOR THE COMMANDER IN THE FIELD.”

From New York the AP sent orders to its Washington Bureau
to jump this to the top of the story. It now read as follows:

FIRST LEAD TRUMAN KOREA

WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 30TH—(AP) PRESIDENT TRUMAN -
SAID TODAY USE OF THE ATOMIC BOMB IN KOREA HAS ALWAYS
BEEN UNDER CONSIDERATION—AND WHETHER IT IS USED IS UP
TO AMERICAN MILITARY LEADERS IN THE FIELD. . . .

An appalled Charlie Ross hastily put together a clarifying state-
ment—but the damage had been done. The afternoon papers
carried huge headlines making it sound as if my father were
shipping A-bombs to MacArthur with a carte blanche to use them
—the last thing in the world he would have done at such a moment.
In Europe the story created an even bigger sensation. Italian
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papers declared that bombers loaded with atom weapons were
ready to take off from Japanese airfields. The Times of India ran
an editorial under the heading, “NO, NO, NO.” London went
into the biggest flap. The House of Commons had been debating
foreign policy for two days, and Mr. Churchill and other Con-
servative leaders had been urging Prime Minister Attlee to go to
America and confer with my father on Britain's numerous prob-
lems. When the news of the atom bomb story reached the House,
the left wing of the Labour party immediately circulated a peti-
tion, which collected a hundred signatures, declaring that if Attlee
supported Dad’s supposed atomic intentions, they would bolt the
party and bring down the government. A panicked Attlee an-
nounced that he would fly to Washington immediately.

It was all ridiculous, and very disheartening. Douglas Cater in
his book, The Fourth Branch of the Government, about the
relationship between the free press and the government, called
the handling of this story a journalistic lapse that bordered on
“complete irresponsibility.”

Naturally, the person on whom this atomic flap took the most
terrible toll was Charlie Ross. Inevitably, he felt responsible for
his fellow newsmen'’s lapse. He thought he should have anticipated
the question or asked Dad to clarify his remarks before the press
conference ended. Charlie had been press secretary for more than
five grueling years. “This job is like a prison,” he wrote a friend
on May 2, 1950. But he added, "The work remains, of course,
extraordinarily interesting.”

Charlie suffered from severe arthritis, and he also had a bad
heart. He was at the top of Dr. Graham's worry list. After he
wrote that letter, Charlie and the rest of the White House staff
were plunged into the multiple crises of the Korean War. Then
came the exhausting trip to Wake Island and the shock of the
attempted assassination. Finally, on Monday, December 4, Prime
Minister Attlee came hurtling into Washington for a summit con-
ference which only increased the already impossible pressure—
especially on Charlie.

The first day of my father’s talks with the prime minister made
it clear that Mr. Autlee’s trip had been unnecessary. There were
no real disagreements on any of the world problems they were
facing together. But a very garbled account of the first day’s

(498 ]

-

meeting was published in a London paper. Several reporters asked
Charlie to give them a more factual briefing on what was really
being said. The following day Charlie discussed this problem with
Dad and got permission to tell the reporters everything that did
not endanger our security. After lunch that day aboard the yacht
Williamsburg with leaders of Congress, Dad and Mr. Attlee spent
the afternoon discussing the problem of maintaining the Allied
coalition in the United Nations, in the face of the new Chinese
aggression. Charlie arrived back at the White House in the early
evening and gave forty reporters a detailed account of the day’s
discussions. He did his usual masterful job. Then he was button-
holed by TV newsmen and asked to repeat some of the things he
had said for their cameras. Charlie wearily agreed and sat down
at his desk, while they set up a microphone on it. His secretary,
Myrtle Bergheim, started kidding him, in the usual style of the
Truman White House. “Don’t mumble,” she said.

“You know I always speak very distinctly,” Charlie replied.

Suddenly, the cigarette he had just lit fell from his lips. He
slumped back in his chair. Miss Bergheim immediately dialed Dr.
Graham's number and he sprinted from his office in the main part
of the White House. In less than a minute he was giving Charlie
oxygen and administering a heart stimulant. But it was too late.
“He was gone,” Dr. Graham said, “before I got there.”

Dad was shattered by the news. It seemed at the time like the
last possible thing that could go wrong. He knew better than any-
one how totally and unstintingly Charlie had given of himself in
his job. Sadly, Dad sat down at his desk and wrote out in longhand
a statement which is, I think, one of the most moving things he
ever put down on paper.

The friend of my youth, who became a tower of strength
when the responsibilities of high office so unexpectedly fell to
me, is gone. To collect one’s thoughts to pay tribute to Charles
Ross in the face of this tragic dispensation is not easy. I knew
him as a boy and as a man. In our high school years together he
gave promise of these superb intellectual powers which he at-
tained in after life. Teachers and students alike acclaimed him
as the best all-around scholar our school had produced.

His years of preparation were followed by an early maturity
of usefulness. In the many roles of life he played his part with
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exalted honor and an honesty of purpose from which he never
deviated. To him as a newspaperman truth was ever mighty as
he pursued his work from Washington to the capitals of Europe
to the far continents.

Here at the White House the scope of his influence extended
far beyond his varied and complex and always exacting duties
as secretary to the President. He was in charge of press and
radio, a field which steadily broadened in recent years with con-
tinuous advance in the technique of communications. It was
characteristic of Charlie Ross that he was holding a press con-
ference when the summons came. We all knew that he was work-
ing far beyond his strength, But he would have it so. He fell at
his post, a casualty of his fidelity to duty and his determination
that our people should know the truth, and all the truth, in
these critical times.

His exacting duties did not end with his work as press sccre-
tary. More and more, all of us came to depend on the counsel
on questions of high public policy which he could give out of
the wealth of his learning, his wisdom and his far-flung experi-
ence. Patriotism and integrity, honor and honesty, lofty ideals
and nobility of intent were his guides and ordered his life from
boyhood onward. He saw life steady and saw it whole. We shall
miss him as a public servant and mourn him as a friend.

After the statement was typed, Dad walked down the short
corridor to the lounge where the reporters werc waiting. They
formed a semicircle around him and he began to read the words,
“The friend of my youth, who became a tower of="

He could not go on. “Ah, hell,” he said, and threw the typed
words down on the table in front of the reporters. "1 can't read
this thing. You fellows know how 1 feel anyway.”

His head bowed, Dad walked out of the room.

[CHAPTER]

Twenty-Six

I wANDERED into this vortex of grief and crisis. Five hours after
Charlie Ross died, I gave the final concert of my 1950 tour at
Constitution Hall. Although I was on a warm, first-name basis
with all of Dad’s aides, I was closest to Charlie. I treated him like
an uncle and he treated me like a fresh niece. We were always
exchanging wisecracks and friendly insults. From the perspective
of his own grief, Dad had decided that I must not be told what
had happened until the concert was over. This was easy enough
to achieve. When the President of the United States gives an
order, there are dozens of people ready to carry it out. It was far
different from keeping the news of the attempted assassination
[rom me. Then I was in a distant city, with only a handful of peo-
ple to protect me from reporters. Dad’s order was faithfully
obeyed. 1 went onstage knowing nothing about Charlie’s death.

But Dad could not control the reaction of the audience. Charlie
Ross was one of the most popular men in Washington. News of
his death had spread throughout the city. I was the only one in
Constitution Hall who did not know about it. Coming on top of
the bad news from Korea and the phony atomic bomb scare,
Charlie’s death may have made many people in the audience feel
it was bad taste for me to be singing at all. At any rate, I soon
sensed there was something wrong with their reaction. At the
time I blamed it on Korea. I was sure it had nothing to do with
the music. In fact, I thought it was one of my better performances.
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As a result of the 1950 elections, the large Democratic majority in
the House was cut drastically. In the Senate, the new alignment
became 49 Democrats and 47 Republicans, with the Republicans
picking up six seats, knocking out Senator Scott Lucas, the Majority
Leader, and Senator Francis Myers, the Democratic Whip. In Ohio,
Senator Taft won re-election by a whopping 400,000 majority and
became the frontrunner for the Republican Presidential nomination
in 1952.

Only a day after he wired Washington that the Chinese Reds had
intervened on a full scale in Korea, MacArthur sent a revised opinion
that this was not so. But, he added, “hostile planes are operating
from bases west of the Yalu River against our forces in North Korea.
...The present restrictions...provide a complete sanctuary for
hostile air immediately upon their crossing the Manchuria-North
Korea border. . .. Unless corrective measures are promptly taken
this factor can assume decisive proportions.”

Besides the right to “hot pursuit” of planes across the Yalu, Mac-
Arthur also requested permission “to execute the bombing of the
targets under discussion as the only resource left to me to prevent a
potential build-up of enemy strength to a point threatening the safety
of the command.”

In reply, Truman denied MacArthur the right to engage in “hot
pursuit” of enemy planes and rejected his plea to bomb bases in
Manchuria. As he saw it, such action would not only extend the war
to China but would also cause the Russians to intervene as Red
China’'s ally. World War 111 would then be unleashed upon the globe
with all the new hornble weapons of war.

Despite Truman's restrictions, MacArthur began a rencweFi drive
to reach the Yalu. On November 21, scattered units under his com-
mand arrived at the border. Three days later he sent Walker's Eighth
Army on what was 0 be its final offensive. “If successful,” he said,
“this should for all practical purposes end the war, restore peace and
unity to Korea . . . [and] enable the prompt withdrawal of United Na-
tions military forces.” There was also a report that MacArthur had
told one of his commanders that “the boys will be home for Christ-
mas,” a report that the general later denied. ‘

Then, on November 26, MacArthur's hope for a quick victory
vanished. Across the wobbly planks of Yalu River bridges under cover
of darkness, more than 200,000 Chinese Communist troops, well-
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armed and trained, poured into North Korea. By the twenty-eighth,
Walker’s army was reeling under a massive, sustained assault; and on
the east coast the X Corps found Chinese units both to the north and
the south, With utter disregard for life, ignoring gunfire and heavy
casualties, the Red Chinese soldiers swept forward in waves of frontal
attacks. The X Corps soon lost contact with the Eighth Army, and
the competition to reach the Yalu was now forgotten in a headlong
retreat and a fight for survival. Bitterly MacArthur complained that
the sole reason for this disaster was the order from Washington limit-
ing the fighting to Korea. To reporters, he spoke about “extraordinary
inhibitions . ... without precedent in military history.”

“After the Chinese breakthrough,” said Senator Connally, “the
Republicans absolved MacArthur of all blame and loudly demanded
Acheson’s scalp for the blunder.” At the same time, ill-feeling toward
MacArthur ran high at the Pentagon. “It was well known in Washing-
ton that General Bradley disliked MacArthur,” Senator Kilgore said.
As for General Marshall, he and MacArthur had not been friends for
decades. '

While the Chinese Reds continued their savage advance, future
military tactics in the Korean debacle became a matter of international
concern because of Truman’s news conference on November 30,
1950. Speaking to reporters, he remarked that “we will take whatever
steps are necessary to meet the military situation, just as we always
have.”

“Does that mean that there is active consideration of the use of the
atomic bomb?” a reporter asked.

“There has always been active consideration of its use,” Truman
replied. “I don’t want to see it used. It is a terrible weapon, and it
should not be used on innocent men, women and children who have
nothing whatever to do with this military aggression.” '

Most newspapers omitted the words “always” in quoting Truman.
The result was that his statement was given an entirely false inter-
pretation. In England, a hundred Labor MP’s signed a letter to Attlee
protesting the possible use of the bomb, and a long and serious debate
on Truman’s supposed intention to use the bomb followed in the
House of Commons. At the close of the debate, Attlee was loudly
cheered when he announced that he was flying to Washington to dis-
cuss the use of the bomb with Truman.

By the time the Truman-Attlee talks got underway on December
4, Truman was in possession of a MacArthur note that read: “This
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command . . .is now faced with conditions beyond its control and
strength.” Truman promptly pointed out to Attlee that although his
advisers did not believe there was a chance t0 hold the line in Korea,
he intended to make the attempt “until the situation improves the
chances for negotiation.” If the Chinese took Korea, he added, they
would next move into Indo-China, then Hong Kong, then Malaya.
The Soviet Union was the true aggressor, the two agreed, and would
benefit most if Truman listened to MacArthur and extended the war
to China proper. As General Bradley later expressed it, such a con-
flict would involve the United States “in the wrong war, at the wrong
place, at the wrong time and with the wrong enemy.”

On the fifth, Truman and Attlee, with their advisers, met again on
the Williamsburg for lunch and further discussion. This was one of
Truman’s worst days. Afterward, Charlie Ross returned to his office
in the White House, where he suffered a heart attack at his desk and
died.

Truman was stunned. But he had no opportunity to retire alone
with his grief, for that very evening Margaret was giving a concert at
Constitution Hall. Concerned that Ross’s death would affect her sing-
ing, he implored his aides not to inform her. That evening, Margaret
said, when she walked onto the stage, “the atmosphere was charged
not only with grief but with mystery. I think I should have been told
that my friend had died.”

The concert went smoothly enough, but its aftermath produced a
furor because of a letter Truman wrote to the music critic of the
Washington Post while under great emotional stress. The statements
in Paul Hume's review of Margaret’s concert that most infuriated
Truman were: “She is flat a good deal of the time. ... She cannot
sing with anything approaching professional finish. . .. She communi-
cates almost nothing of the music she presents.”

After Truman read the review early the next morning, he did not
wait to reach his office to write a denunciatory letter. Without break-
fast, mourning the loss only thirteen hours earlier of Charlie Ross,
and with both Clement Attlee and a military catastrophe on his hands,
he dashed off a wrathful note in Jonghand on a White House memo
pad. The collector’s item Hume received read:

I have just read your lousy review buried in the back pages. You
sound like a frustrated man that never made a success, an eight-
ulcer man on a four-ulcer job, and all four ulcers working.
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I never met you, but if I do you'll need a new nose and plenty of
befafsteak and perhaps a supporter below. Westbrook Pegler, a gutter-
snipe, is a gentleman compared to you. You can take that as more
of an insult than a reflection on your ancestry.

The letter was widely publicized and editorial after editorial de-
nounced Truman’s lack of decorum. When Margaret was first told
about the letter, she said angrily, “I am absolutely positive my father
wouldn’t use language like that.” But later, when she learned that he
really had written it, she added, “I appreciated my father’s insistence
on being a human being first, and the Devil take the hindmost.”

There were other letters during that period of grave concern over
the course of fighting in Korea. When Colorado State Senator N.
Bishop wrote to him proposing that John L. Lewis be named ambas-
sador to the Soviet Union, Truman replied that he would not appoint
Lewis dog catcher. Then on December 7, before the publication of
the diplomatically worded communiqué on his meetings with Attlee,
he wrote a blistering reply to Representative Edward Hebert of
Louisiana, who had proposed that he ask the churches to set aside a
day of prayer “to appeal to Almighty God for guidance and wisdom™:
“I am extremely sorry that the sentiments expressed in your letter
were not thought of before November 7, when the campaign in your
state, Ut;h, North Carolina, Illinois and Indiana was carried on in a
manner that was as low as I've eve in thi
e e r seen and I've been in this game

A:s the grim days of December dragged by, the news from Korea
continued bad. Pyongyang fell to the Chinese Reds. By January 4
1951, Seoul was also in their hands, and MacArthur regrouped lm'
armies at new positions running about 70 miles below the 38th
Parallel. For a time, the Joint Chiefs of Staff warned Truman that
there was a probability of a re-enactment of the Pusan beachhead

stand of the previous August-September and perhaps a general retreat
to Japan. But by the end of January, MacArthur’s forces slowly began
a forward movement. General Walker had been killed in a jeep ac-
cident, and General Matthew B. Ridgway, who replaced him as com-
mander of‘ the Eighth Army, did yeoman work in putting his army on
the offensive again. The X Corps had been successfully evacuated
from the northeast sector at Hungnam in North Korea and was ready

for further action. In March, MacArthur’s men were back at the 38th
Parallel.
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officer Lt. Colonel R, L. Thompson that there would be no ban
on “fair and honest criticism,” his carlier order that “criticism
of command decisions or of the conduct of Allied soldiers on the
battlefield will not be tolerated” raised doubts in the minds of
reporters. Thompson's revision of the statement to add the qual-
ifying word “unwarranted” was also unreassuring in light of his
explanation that the army would be the “sole judge and jury on
\yhether criticism is unwarranted or not.” Colonel Echols reiterated
his request for compliance with the voluntary censorship code as a
sgbstnute for formal press controls. Echols charged that interviews
X\/lth wounded or shell-shocked soldiers demoralized and frightened

[Korean] men who might otherwise fight on the democratic side.”
Correspondent Ray Erwin reported that two newsmen sent to Japan
for “reorientation” had apparently broken the voluntary censorship
code that forbade mentioning unit affiliation, specific locations, and
troop movements.*?

The censorship issue became linked to the White House in late
August when President Truman countermanded a call by General
MacArthur for use of Chinese nationalist troops in Korea. In this
well-known controversy MacArthur had advanced his proposal in a
speech prepared for delivery at the Veterans of Foreign Wars annual
encampment. Truman, fearful that deployment of Chinese nation-
alist troops could bring Communist China and the Sovict Union
into the fighting and thus precipitate a third world war, ordered the
speech withdrawn. MacArthur’s original address nevertheless was
published in the press and in the Congressional Record. Editor and
Publisher reported that news correspondents looked for “censorship
at the source” to increase in the wake of the president’s displeasure
over recent public utterances on military and diplomatic policy.3*

Fundamental policy differences between the president and the
general, seemingly resolved in their well-publicized meeting at
Wake Island in mid-October, took on a larger significance after a
massive Chinese intervention had sent MacArthur’s troops reeling
backward from advanced positions in North Korea. The urgency
MacArthur attached to expanding the war to China itself through
the use of American air and sea power with the support of nation-
alist Chinese forces became a common topic of conversation in
Washington.*

33. Editor and Publisher (July 8, 1950): 7, [August 5, 1950): 9.
34. Editor and Publisher (August 5, 1950): 9.
35. McCoy, The Presidency of Harry S. Truman, 244-45, 261.
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Truman took note of the reports about his and MacArthur’s di-
vergent views in a press conference November 30. With a sharp-
ness that increasingly characterized his meetings with reporters,
Truman rebuked the correspondents for suggesting that the general
had exceeded his authority. Stunned by Truman’s comment that
MacArthur had done “nothing of the kind,” the reporters remained
silent.

“Well,” Truman asked, “what is the matter?”

The reporters retraced the differences between the two men as
evidence of the general’s insubordination.*

The contentious press conference took an even more unexpected
turn when a reporter asked Truman a follow-up question to the
president’s remark that “we will take whatever steps are necessary
to meet the military situation, just as we always have.”

“Will that include the atomic bomb?” the reporter asked.

“That includes every weapon we have,” the president replied.
The ensuing questions led Truman to make a number of provocative
statements, including his explanation that “the military comman-
der in the field will have charge of the use of the weapon, as he
always has.”%

In the closing moments of the conference, Truman angrily lashed
out at reporters for stories he characterized as “attacks and specu-
lations and lies that have been told on the members of this Govern-
ment.” He added, “I am getting tired of all this foolishness,and I'm
going to ‘bust loose’ on you one of these days.”*®

While the reporters laughed at Truman’s parting shot, Press Secre-
tary Ross acted quickly to defuse Truman’s explosive comments on
the use of the atomic bomb. In a press release that afternoon, Ross
put the best face on the president’s remarks. The release confirmed
that “Naturally, there has been consideration of this subject [the use
of the atomic bomb] since the outbreak of the hostilities in Korea,
just as there is consideration of the use of all military weapons

whenever our forces are in combat.” The statement offered further
explanation:

Consideration of the use of any weapon is always implicit in
the very possession of that weapon. However, it should be em-
phasized, that, by law, only the President can authorize the use
of the atom bomb, and no such authorization has been given. If

36. Public Papers, 1950, 725-26.
37. Ibid., 727.
38. Ibid., 728.
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and when such authorization should be given, the military com-
mander in the field would have charge of the tactical delivery
of the weapon.

Therelease concluded: “In brief, the replies to the question at today’s
press conference do not represent any change in this situation.”®

While Truman'’s remarks on the possible use of the atomic bomb
provoked banner headlines in the world press and brought British
Prime Minister Clement Attlee scurrying to Washington for consul-
tation, the communiqué released at the end of the prime minister’s
meeting with the president did not change the explanation provided
by Truman in his press conference and the clarifying statement
issued by Secretary Ross.*’

Sadly, Charles Ross’s handling of the uproar over the president’s
exchange with reporters on the possible use of atomic bombs in the
Korean conflict was his final act. As the sixty-five-year-old press
secretary prepared to give Frank Bourgholtzer of NBC a recorded
account of the Truman-Attlee meeting for broadcast, he slumped to
his desk, dying instantly of a heart attack. His death on December
5 removed from Truman'’s inner circle a close friend and valuable
adviser, as well as a loyal and hard-working press secretary.*!

Respectful coverage of Ross’s death and his service as the presi-
dent’s spokesman filled the front pages and editorial sections of the
nation’s newspapers for the next few days,* providing a break in the
tension-laden exchanges between Truman and reporters. Of all the
journalistic tributes to Ross, the Wall Street Journal most percep-
tively noted that two loyalties had commanded the president’s press
secretary:

One was to his old friend, schoolmate and President. The other
was to the business of telling the public what goes on in the
world and, if possible, why. Sometimes the two inevitably con-
flicted, and the remarkable thing is that no one cver questioned
his loyalty to the other.

For that, Harry Truman is deeply in Charlic Ross’s debt. And
the rest of us are, too.*

39. Ibid., note 3, 727.

40. Farrar, Reluctant Servant, 220-21.

41. Ibid., 225-26.

42. Ibid., 227-29.

43. Quoted in Farrar, Reluctant Servant, 228.
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Truman penned his own tribute to Ross, echoing many of the
journalistic salutes to an outstanding member of the guild. He found
the larger contribution of Ross to his presidency in his lifelong
friend’s counsel on questions of “high public policy which he could
give out of the wealth of his learning, his wisdom and his far-flung
experience. Patriotism and integrity, honor and honesty, lofty ideals
and nobility of intent were his guides and ordered his life from
boyhood onward.”

The president, meeting with reporters in the press room where
Ross had conducted twice-daily news briefings for more than five
years, started to read his tribute. But his voice broke before he could
complete the first sentence. A long period of silence followed until
Truman regained his composure; still he could not complete his
statement.

“Aw, hell! T can’t read this thing. You fellows know how I feel,
anyway.”

He laid the text on a table, and he left the room, tears streaming
down his face.*

The following month the matter of presidential authority to send
troops to Europe and a rehash of the potential use of atomic weapons
in the Korean War resurfaced at the president’s news conference.
Truman, prepared for a question on his authority to send troops
abroad, read from a statement that cited his constitutional power as
commander in chief of the armed forces to send troops anywhere in
the world. That power, he added, had been recognized repeatedly by
the Congress and the courts. For the next several minutes reporters
asked questions to elucidate the matter, specifically on whether he
would consult with Congress before sending more troops to Europe.
The fury of questions on when and under what circumstances the
president would consult with Congress produced as much confusion
as clarity, but the stories published from the exchange reported that
Truman said that he would consult with Congress on the matter.*

The subject came up again at the news conference of January 18
as reporters engaged Truman in semantics over his constitutional
authority and the need to consult Congress on the sending of troops
abroad. Probably feeling badgered by the line of questioning at two
previous news conferences and perhaps confused himself by now on

44.1bid., 229-31. The tribute is printed in Public Papers, 1950, 737.
45. Public Papers, 1951, 4, 18-23.
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and when such authorization should be given, the military com-
mander in the field would have charge of the tactical delivery
of the weapon.

The release concluded: “In brief, the replies to the question at today’s
press conference do not represent any change in this situation.”?’

While Truman’s remarks on the possible use of the atomic bomb
provoked banner headlines in the world press and brought British
Prime Minister Clement Attlee scurrying to Washington for consul-
tation, the communiqué released at the end of the prime minister’s
meeting with the president did not change the explanation provided
by Truman in his press conference and the clarifying statement
issued by Secretary Ross.*

Sadly, Charles Ross’s handling of the uproar over the president’s
exchange with reporters on the possible use of atomic bombs in the
Korean conflict was his final act. As the sixty-five-year-old press
secretary prepared to give Frank Bourgholtzer of NBC a recorded
account of the Truman-Attlee meeting for broadcast, he slumped to
his desk, dying instantly of a heart attack. His death on December
5 removed from Truman'’s inner circle a close friend and valuable
adviser, as well as a loyal and hard-working press secretary.*

Respectful coverage of Ross’s death and his service as the presi-
dent’s spokesman filled the front pages and editorial sections of the
nation’s newspapers for the next few days,*? providing a break in the
tension-laden exchanges between Truman and reporters. Of all the
journalistic tributes to Ross, the Wall Street Journal most percep-
tively noted that two loyalties had commanded the president’s press
secretary:

One was to his old friend, schoolmate and President. The other
was to the business of telling the public what goes on in the
world and, if possible, why. Sometimes the two inevitably con-
flicted, and the remarkable thing is that no one ever questioned
his loyalty to the other.

For that, Harry Truman is deeply in Charlie Ross’s debt. And
the rest of us are, too.*?

39. Ibid., note 3, 727.

40. Farrar, Reluctant Servant, 220-21.

41. Ibid., 225-26.

42. Ibid., 227-29.

43. Quoted in Farrar, Reluctant Servant, 228.
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Truman penned his own tribute to Ross, echoing many of the
journalistic salutes to an outstanding member of the guild. He found
the larger contribution of Ross to his presidency in his lifelong
friend’s counsel on questions of “high public policy which he could
give out of the wealth of his learning, his wisdom and his far-flung
experience. Patriotism and integrity, honor and honesty, lofty ideals
and nobility of intent were his guides and ordered his life from
boyhood onward.”

The president, meeting with reporters in the press room where
Ross had conducted twice-daily news briefings for more than five
years, started to read his tribute. But his voice broke before he could
complete the first sentence. A long period of silence followed until
Truman regained his composure; still he could not complete his
statement.

“Aw, hell! I can’t read this thing. You fellows know how I feel,
anyway.”

He laid the text on a table, and he left the room, tears streaming
down his face.*

The following month the matter of presidential authority to send
troops to Europe and a rehash of the potential use of atomic weapons
in the Korean War resurfaced at the president’s news conference.
Truman, prepared for a question on his authority to send troops
abroad, read from a statement that cited his constitutional power as
commander in chief of the armed forces to send troops anywhere in
the world. That power, he added, had been recognized repeatedly by
the Congress and the courts. For the next several minutes reporters
asked questions to elucidate the matter, specifically on whether he
would consult with Congress before sending more troops to Europe.
The fury of questions on when and under what circumstances the
president would consult with Congress produced as much confusion
as clarity, but the stories published from the exchange reported that
Truman said that he would consult with Congress on the matter.*

The subject came up again at the news conference of January 18
as reporters engaged Truman in semantics over his constitutional
authority and the need to consult Congress on the sending of troops
abroad. Probably feeling badgered by the line of questioning at two
previous news conferences and perhaps confused himself by now on

44.1bid., 229-31. The tribute is printed in Public Papers, 1950, 737.
45. Public Papers, 1951, 4, 18-23.
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what had been reported in the press, Truman blamed the reporters
for the confusion:

You know, it’s a peculiar situation, sometimes, that arises here.
Last week, I made it perfectly plain exactly what I would do with
the legislative branch . . . and the statement that [ made about
consultation [with the Congress] was not quoted in a single
paper in the United States. . . . At the same time, two or three
weeks ago, there was a question came up here about atomic
energy and its use for national defense. It was rather badly
garbled and created an argument that was entirely unnecessary.

He would appreciate it, Truman said, if the reporters would state
the facts “as I state them to you.”*

The correspondents quickly challenged Truman on his command
of the facts. They had indeed reported that he planned to consult
with Congress and their editors had printed the story accurately.
The exchange ended in a standoff, with Truman insisting that the
reporters would understand his point by reading the news confer-
ence transcript. The reporters stuck by their guns, and properly so.
What about the comment on the atomic bomb, one reporter asked?
Read the New Yorker, Truman advised, a reference to writer John
Hersey's recent article that used “an exact and complete transcript
of what was said and what was meant.”*’

In fact, Hersey's article, written with the cooperation of the White
House Press Office, provided an account of the controversy over the
possible use of the atomic bomb along the same lines expressed in
the press secretary’s news release. Robert Brown suggested in his
weekly column in Editor and Publisher that Truman had purposely
created a row with the press as a means of taking some of the heat off
him in the Senate debate over presidential authority. “It is known
that President Truman and others before him,” Brown contended,
“have been clever enough to use an occasional blast at the press as a
smoke screen for some other more dangerous or ticklish subject
that might arise at the press conference.” Truman’s criticism of
the press for its treatment of his remarks on the atomic bomb,
Brown averred, was an attempt to “get off the hook” even at this
late date.*®

46. Ibid., 112-14.

47. Ibid., 113-14.

48. John Hersey, Aspects of the Presidency, 3-8, 59-66; Robert U. Brown,
“Shop Talk at Thirty,” Editor and Publisher (January 27, 1951): 64.
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Years later New York Herald Tribune reporter Robert Donovan
returned to this controversy in his history of the Truman admin-
istration. Donovan suspected that Truman had deliberately manip-
ulated reporters on the possible use of tactical atomic bombs in
the Korean War, ostensibly as a stratagem of war. But finding no
evidence in Truman’s papers to support this suspicion, he concluded
that the remarks on the subject should be regarded as an “unwise
provocation by the president.” However, in light of the use of atomic
diplomacy employed by the Eisenhower administration to obtain an
armistice in Korea in July 1953, some value may have attached to
Truman’s words, intended or not.*

Significantly, Truman had both practical and moral grounds for
not using atomic weapons in Korea. Subsequently declassified pa-
pers revealed that the president feared that an unexploded warhead
could fall into the enemy’s hands and be used to its advantage.
He had stated the moral reason for not using atomic weapons in
his November 30 press conference when the subject first arose.
He told reporters, “It is a terrible weapon. And it should not be
used on innocent men, women, and children who have nothing
whatever to do with this military aggression. That happens when it
is used.”*°

Still, the administration went forward with a multibillion-dollar
request for nuclear and conventional weapons appropriations from
Congress on the day following his controversial remarks. The pres-
ident’s request—the front-page story of the New York Times and
other newspapers for December 2, 1950—asked that Congress sup-
ply slightly more than a billion dollars in a total defense request

of $16.5 billion to expand the nation’s existing stockpile of atomic
weapons.®!

49. Donovan’s quote is in Thompson, ed., Ten Presidents and the Press, 41-
44; see Roger Dingman, “Atomic Diplomacy during the Korean War,” in Sean
M. Lynn-Jones, Steven E. Miller, and Stephen Van Evera, Nuclear Diplomacy
and Crisis Management, 114-55.

50. A newspaper account of the technical security reasons for not using
atomic weapons in Korea was published in the New York Post. December 31,
1950. See “HST File, Atom Policy,” Box 12, Democratic National Commit-
tee Clipping File, Truman Library. In 1977 documents of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee made public the fact that the Joint Chiefs of Staff had
considered recommending the use of atomic bombs during the Korean War
but did not find any strategic targets worthwhile. Los Angeles Times, March
7, 1977. Public Papers, 1950, 727; 1952-1953, 1200-1201. Truman expanded
upon his point about using nuclear weapons in his farewell address.

51. New York Times, December 2, 1950.
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the privacy of his diary, was already struggling with before the rest of the
world had even heard of the atomic bomb.

The contemplated uses of atomic weapons

One final question merits attention in this brief exploration of the intef-
woven responses of the American people and their president to the atomic
bomb. What postwar diplomatic and military uses, if any, were envis-
aged for what Bernard Baruch in 1946 called America’s “winning
weapon”? On this critical question, too, Truman vacillated in ways that
reflected the larger uncertainty of the Amerncan people. In his post-
Hiroshima public pronouncements, Truman always insisted that a fun-
damental objective of U.S. policy was to devise a system of international
control that would end the U.S. atomic supremacy, forestall a dangerous
nuclear arms race, and ensure that the bomb would never again be used.
The Acheson-Lilienthal plan of March 1946, to which historians have
given much attention, was presented to the world as an expression of this
high-minded objective.

At the same time, Truman was clearly prepared to gain whatever stra-
tegic advantage he could from the U.S. atomic monopoly that continued
until September 1949 and the overwhelming U.S. atomic superiority that
lasted considerably longer. As he wrote jaunuly to Bess from Potsdam on
31 July 1945, using a metaphor drawn from his favorite game: | rather
think Mr. Stalin is stallin’ because he is not so happy over the English
clections. [Clement Artlee had replaced Winston Churchill as prime min-
ister.] He doesn’t know it but | have an acein the hole and another one
showing—so unless he has threes or two pair (and | know he has not) we
are sitting all right.”*" As numerous studies have now demonstrated, all
Truman’s thinking and decision making regarding nuclear weapons from
July 1945 through the end of his term invariably reflected his preoccu-
pation with the U.S.-Soviet power nexus.

As the cold war worsened, did Truman cver envisage the atomic bomb
not only as a diplomatic asset in his mancuverings with the Soviets but
as something that actually might be used again? In various pubhg pro-
nouncements, as well as in occasional private communications within the
government, Truman firmly rejected such an opuon. Thus when Army
Secretary Kenneth Royall urged a preempuive nuclear strike against the
Soviets Junng the 1948 Berlin blockade crisis, Truman made plain that

$1 Harry Truman to Bess Truman, 31 July 1945, n Ferrell, ed., “Dear Bess,” 522.
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he considered such an action not only unthinkable morally but appalling
in its strategic and diplomatic short-sightedness: ‘“You have got to un-
derstand that this isn’t a military weapon. It is used to wipe out women
and children and unarmed people, and not for military uses. You have
got to understand that I have got to think about the effect of such a thing
on international relations. This is no time to be juggling an atom bomb
around.”’?

When the cold war turned hot in Korea, however, Truman himself
toyed with the nuclear option. At a news conference on 30 November

1950, after the Chinese invasion across the Yalu River, Truman was asked
about the possible use of the atomic bomb. He replied: “There has al-
ways been active consideration of its use. I don’t want to see it used. It is
a terrible weapon and it should not be used on innocent men, women,
and children who have nothing whatever to do with this military aggres-
sion.” When the respected Merriman Smith of the United Press asked the
president explicitly to confirm whether dropping the atomic bomb was,
indeed, under “active consideration,” he answered tersely: “‘Always has
been. It is one of our weapons.” When asked whether the targets being
considered were civilian or military, he responded that this was a “matter
that the military people have to decide. ’'m not a military authority that
passes on those things. . . . The military commander in the field will have
charge of the use of weapons, as he always has,”*3

The newspapers reported the story in banner headlines. A United Press
bulletin proclaimed: “PRESIDENT TRUMAN SAID TODAY THE UNITED
STATES HAS UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION USE OF THE ATOMIC
BOMB IN CONNECTION WITH THE WAR IN KOREA.” An alarmed
Prime Minister Attlee flew to Washington to dissuade the president from
precipitate action.** '

In her biography of her father, Margaret Truman describes this epi-
sode as “all ridiculous, and very disheartening.” It was, she writes;'a
classic example of journalistic distortion and sensationalism. Indeed, she
implicitly blames the press’s handling of this story for the fatal heart
attack suffered a few days later by Truman’s old friend and press secre-

*Quoted in Gregg Herken, The Winning Weapon: The Atomic Bomb in the Cold War,
19451950 (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1980), 260. Compare this statement with the
one from Truman's memoirs, quoted earlier, justifying the decision to drop the bomb on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki: “I regarded the bomb as a military weapon, and never had any
doubt that it should be used.”

“Truman news conference, 30 November 1950, quoted in Margaret Truman, Harry S.
! T'ruman (New York: William Morrow, 1973), 495-96.
‘Ibid., 497.
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tary Charlie Ross.”* Yet when one reads Truman’s clear answ'grs to a
series of clear questions, it is difficult o see how the reporters dlstortcd
or misrepresented his views. Truman’s comments seemed clearly to indi-
cate that use of the atomic bomb in the Korean War, while deeply dg-
plorable, was indced under acuve consideration and that_mrgcnng deai-
sions would be left to “the military commander in the field’—General
Douglas MacArthur, well known for his advocacy.of turning the Korean
conflict into a war of destruction against communist China. .

In 1952, with his popularity sagging at home and the armistice talks
bogged down at Panmunjom, Truman again considered the nuclear op-
tion, this time in the form of two memorandumﬁ evidently written to
clarify his own thinking and spelling out in specific detail a nuclear ulti-
matum to the Soviets. The first, dated 27 January 1952, says:

It scems to me that the proper approach now would be an ulimatum with .}hIO-
day expiration limir, informing Moscow that we intend 1o blockade the L ‘ma
coast from the Korean border to Indochina, and that we intend to dcsm))f g\ler?'
military base in Manchuria by means now in our control—and f (h‘crc ul L;:( her
interference we shall eliminate any ports or Citics nNECessary to accomplish our

purposcs. N , .
This means all-out war. It means that Moscow, St. Petersburg, Mukden, Via

. ; _—
divostok, Peking Shanghai, Port Arthur, Darien, Odessa, 5‘-“'”5”‘3 ‘J..nd every

' Y 5 1 ¢ > g »
manufacturing plantin China and the Soviet Union will be climinated.

In the second of these two remarkable memos, this one W”-“cf: u‘w‘]f\:hy
1952, Truman actually drafted his ulm’na(um to “‘the u',“mw{-, i ::1\:;
do you want an end to hosulities in Korea or do you “M,“ .’nn.)’. [
Siberia destroyed? You may have one or the other; whichever )’ou \?a:},
these lies of yours at this conference have gone far cnnrgl&.‘\oul L:it:g
accept our fair and just proposal or you will be complete :\ u(r;)ri)cm.the

It is important to place these documents in context. Apart gt
1950 news conference mentioned above, Truman 1n his pu 1; pK -
nouncements dismissed all talk of employing atomic weapons n‘x ;;CSI 0
rean War. Indeed, he had recalled General MacArthur in Apni 1 in
part over MacArthur's insistent calls for a wider war. And the lr%unan
administration had firmly rejected NSC 100, the 1951 proposal l:jy S(uahr(
Symington, chairman of the N.lm_)nal Security Rc»ouncs‘Buar : ;o t c
National Security Council calling for a nuclear attack on China and pos

53 98-99. ‘ o ) ) =
‘"g:iuc.:! in “Truman Considered All-out War in 1952, New York Times, 3 August 1980,

20.
1bid.
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sibly the Soviet Union. In this context, Gregg Herken is probably correct
in suggesting that Truman’s Rambo-like private musings are best seen as
“more an expression of pique than of policy.”*® Yet in a nuclear age,
even such “pique” by a U.S. president cannot be dismissed lightly.

Clearly, Truman’s view of the military and diplomatic utility of the

atomic bomb was ambivalent. He could readily state the compelling ar-
guments against using the bomb (except when looking back on Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki) and he recognized the terrible dangers of nuclear
threats and bluster. Yet when his frustration level rose high enough—
whether against Stalin at Potsdam or the communists in Korea—his
thinking invariably circled back to the alluring option of resolving his
frustrations once and for all with his ace in the hole.

In this respect, too, Truman’s ambivalence mirrored to a striking de-
gree the ambivalence of the American public: fearful of the bomb, aware
of the horror of nuclear war, yet longing to translate the nation’s atomic
supremacy into a decisive stroke against the new postwar enemy. Here it
is important to note that, at least for some Americans, Truman’s ringing
defense of the use of the atomic bomb against Japan had larger implica-
tions. If the bomb was justified against one enemy, they plausibly asked,
why not against another? As one reader wrote the New Yorker after the
publication of John Hersey’s Hiroshima in August 1946, “I read Hersey’s
report. [t was marvelous. Now let us drop a handful on Moscow.” A
letter published in the New York Daily News at about the same time
drew the same linkage: “Russia shows by its spy activities in Canada that
it badly wants the atom bomb, so [ say give the bomb to Russia the same
way we gave it to the Japs.”*?

During the Korean War, a strong current of opinion emerged in favor
of using the atomic bomb. In August 1950, a few weeks after the war
began, 28 percent of Americans favored this option. When the Chinese
entered the war in November, U.S. News and World Report noted a
“wave of demand” for an atomic response. By November 1951, with the
war in a costly, frustrating stalemate, 51 percent of Americans supported
dropping atomic bombs on “military targets.””¢°
"Herken, Winning Weapon, 334.

*John Gunther, Inside USA (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1947), 544 (New York
Daily News quoted); Joseph Lutt and W. M. Wheeler, “Reaction to John Hersey’s ‘Hi-
roshima," " Journal of Social Psychology 28 (August 1948): 138.

“Gallup Poll, 11, 938, 1027 (in the November poll, 41 percent of those questioned favored
the atomic bombing of military targets without qualification; 10 percent qualified their
answer in various ways); “A-Bomb Will Not Beat China: Crowded Military Targets Scarce
in Far East,” U.S. News and World Report, 8 December 1950, 23.
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Although some periodicals like the Saturday Evening Post warned that
use of the atomic bomb in Korea would surely tnigger World War 111,
others discussed the matter quite coolly, as a viable option to be carefully
weighed. Science News Letter concluded that North Korea’s urban-
industrial centers were so few as probably not to “warrant’ using the
atomic bomb on them. After an assessment of the tactical pros and cons
that ignored any larger strategic (not to mention ethical) considerations,
U.S. News and World Report concluded in December 1950 that U.S. use
of the bomb in Korea would probably be “sparing.”®"

On a different cultural front, composer Fred Kirby’s 1950 country
tune “When the Hell Bomb Falls” mingled images of nuclear destruction
with the wish that God would *“lend a helping hand” in Korea. In Roy
Acuff’s “Advice to Joe” (1951) the wish becomes explicit, as Acuff warns
the Russians that when Moscow lies in ashes they will regret their aggres-
sions. “When the atomic bombs start falling,” the song rhetorically asks
Stalin, ““do you have a place to hide?"®*

The American people and their president displayed strikingly parallel
patterns of response in their risky flirtation with the atomic bomb during
the Korean War. This was only the latest manifestation of a congruence
of outlook that had been evident for years. From the time he learned of
the Alamogordo test in July 1945, Truman’s attitude toward the atomic
bomb was a bundle of contradictions. He could express awe, fear, cau-
tion, bluster, or bravado, depending on his mood, his audience, and the
circumstances of the moment. The very diversity and unpredictability of
these reactions accurately mirrored the mood of the nation as a whole.
Reacting to their political leaders, to the media, and to their own in-
stincts, the American people displayed a wide and sometimes quite con-
tradictory range of responses as they struggled to come to terms with the
endless, ramifying implications of the news they first heard from Presi-
dent Truman on 6 August 1945.

Epilogue: January 1953

Truman’s final and most complete comment on the atomic dilemma as
president came in his state-of-the-union message of 7 January 1953, nine
611bid. “No Worthwhile Target for A-Bomb in North Korea,” Science Newsletter, 22 July

1950, 50.
62\Wolfe, *‘Nuclear Country,” 19.
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weeks after the United States exploded the world’s first hydrogen bomb
at Eniwetok Atoll in the South Pacific. It was an exceptionally depressing
appraisal:

Now we have entered the atomic age, and war has undergone a technological
change which makes it a very different thing from what it used to be. War today
between the Soviet Empire and the free nations might dig the grave not only of
our Stalinist opponents but of our own society, our world as well as theirs.

War's new meaning may not yet be grasped by all the peoples who would be
its victims; nor, perhaps by all the rulers of the Kremlin. . . . The war of the future
would be one in which man could extinguish millions of lives at one blow, de-
molish the great cities of the world, wipe out the cultural achievements of the
past—and destroy the very structure of a civilization that has been slowly and
painfully built up through hundreds of generations.

Such a war is not a possible policy for rational man. We know this, but we
dare not assume that others would not yield to the temptation science is now
placing in their hands.*?

Truman went on to insist that the United States had done everything
in its power to avoid a nuclear arms race; the fault lay entirely with the
Soviet Union. But beneath the cold-war rhetoric lay another theme: the
inevitability of an upward spiral of nuclear menace rooted in the nature
of science itself. “Science and technology have worked so fast,” Truman
suggested, that mere presidents and premiers were helpless in the face of
its inexorable advance:

The progress of scientific experiment has outrun our expectations. Atomic science
is in the full tide of development; the unfolding of the innermost secrets of marrer
is uninterrupted and irresistible. Since Alamogordo we have developed atomic
weapons with many times the explosive force of the early models, and we have
produced them in substantial quantities. And recently in the thermonuclear tests
at Eniwetok, we have entered another stage in the world-shaking development of
atomic energy. From now on man moves in a new era of destructve power,
capable of creating explosions of an order of magnitude dwarfing the mushroom
clouds of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

We have no reason to think that the stage we have now reached in the release
of atomic energy will be the last. Indeed, the speed of our scientific and rechnical
progress over the last 7 years shows no sign of abating. We are being hurried
forward in our mastery of the atom, from one discovery to another, toward yet
unforeseeable peaks of destructive energy. . . . It is no wonder that some people
wish that we had never succeeded in splitting the atom.**

"‘St‘.\tc of the Union Message, 7 January 1953, in Israel, ed., Szaze of the Union Messages
of the Presidents, 3006—-07.
*bid.



/ 276 ARMS RACE AND THE BOMB

changed his mind again and decided there must be an approach to
Russia if a catastrophe was to be avoided. One month after Iliro-
shima, he took to the White House a memorandum in which he made
the momentous proposal for three-power control of the bomb. Ile
argued that the attempt “to maintain an Anglo-Saxon bloc” against
the Soviet Union would lead to “a secret armament race of a rather
desperate character.”

An inconclusive and somewhat acerbic discussion took place at the
special Cabinet meeting called to consider the proposal, and that was
the last anyone heard of it until it was transmogrified into the Baruch
Plan and unveiled at the UN. The tide was already running heavily
in an opposite direction so that those who had doubts or reservations
or simple amendments were swept along with the all-outers and in-
transigents. Byrnes told McCloy he was against any negotiations
looking to international control of atomic energy. General Groves was
instructed to move full speed ahead with the manufacture of atomic
bombs. We were the only ones who had the secret and we were going
to make the world dance to our tune and like it. Call it the American
Century, or Pax Americana, or that we had come of age and were
|c;l(|y to assume our world 1«‘51)011511)”1(1('5—\\||.|t came out at the
[)()li("\’ end of the funnel was the same. Trouman told o visitor “that the
Russians would soon be put in their places; and that the United
States would then take the lead in running the world in the way that
the world ought to be run.” The scientists had been saying that Rus-
sia would cover the ground we had traveled within a matter of five
years, but the politicians would have none of it. They decided on evi-
dence best known to themselves that it might be as many as twenty
years before the American monopoly was broken. (When the Russians
'vxplndvd their atomic bomb four vears later. Truinan informed the
American pul;lic——l)ul lLie did not really believe it.®)

At the same jamboree in early October, 1945, where he charmed
the Methodist ladies with a rendition of Paderewski's Minuet, the cor-
rcsp(m(h'nts were invited for a press conference to the lodge on Reel-
foot Lake in Tennessee, just across the state line from Missouri, where

* Admiral Robert Lee Dennison met with him n 1949 to advocate work ona hy
(ll()g('ll l)()llll). As an .Ilf\'llllu‘nl for his l”“l)“\"l' he lunn(u(' to (]I(' HII\\I.[II\, S
cess with the atom bomb as proof of thei capabilities. Traman told him he
Agl’vrnl with his Pl‘\\lun.l!, W Iu'u'n])un Dennison Alnd his k‘(ll](‘.lL’ll(‘\ g.n”n‘lt‘(l lll)

their papers and started to leave. As they reached the door the President gave

them the parting shot, "But | still don't believe it.”

ARMS RACE AND THE BOMB 277

the President was relaxing. The reporters resembled some of the Cab:
inet members who had participated in the consideration of Stimson’s
memorandum. All they could focus on was: Were we going to give
our “seeret” to the Russians or anybody else, or were we going to hug
the “secret” to our own bosoms? In answer to a question, Truman ex-
plained, “The scientific knowledge that resulted in the atomic bomb
is already worldwide knowledge. It is only the know-how of putting
that knowledge practically to work that is our secret.” When the re-
porter wanted to know, “Would it apply to letting them in on the
know-how?” Truman told him, “Well, I don’t think it would do any
good to let them in on the know-how, because I don't think they
could do it, anyway. You would have to have the industrial plant
and our engineering ability to do the job.” On this matter Truman
was the incarnation of the dominant American spirit in the high noon
of its vainglory. Others may be great with theory. But we're the only
folks who know how to put it to work. We have come up with a
product no one else has got. Now the smart thing to do is to cash in
on our advantage. Nor was the reaction uniquely American, Midwest-
ern, or Missourian. The British aristocrats and laborites displayed
cqual smugness, all the more pitiable since they were cavorting a
somebody else’s wedding, To repeat the platitude of our times, the
atom was split before mankind was ready for it. It was appropriate
that Truman should make his pronouncement on this world-shaking
question in the setting of a rustic lodge, surrounded by his good-time
cronies, with his remarks interrupted by an exuberant follower at the
other end of the porch bellowing, until he was quieted, “Tennessee
for Truman.” Nothing had daunted us in our history up to now, and
there was no reason why an atom bomb should make us change our
habits.

The British (and Canadians) had worked with us on the Manhattan
Project, and under the Roosevelt-Churchill understanding reached at
Quebec in August, 1943, a combined policy committee, consisting of
three Americans and three Britons, had been set up for a free inter-
change of information. Upon reading of the President’s press inter-
view blazoned in headlines: TRUMAN SAYS U.S. TO KEEP ATOMIC BOMB
secnet, the British were perturbed and pressed for an early meeting.
Before Truman met with Attlee and Mackenzie King in early Novem-
ber, the State Department sent him a paper arguing that the ex-
change of information had referred to scientific research and develop-
ment, but that “information concerning manufacturing know-how”
applied only to bringing the wartime project to “speedy fruition.”






/ 278 ARMS BRACE AND TIHE BONMB

Truman wrote in his Memoirs that he was also of the opinion that
“the nature of the partnership had to be readjusted.” What he did,
though, was to initial at the conclusion of the conference a memoran-
dum drawn up by Vannevar Bush, the Director of Scientific Research,
to continue the wartime cooperation between the three nations.
Groves, on Truman’s instruction, made an agreement to provide the
British with help for the construction of their own plant.® Attlee and
King then accepted the American proposition of dumping the matter
of international control into the United Nations (which Stimson had
warned against if an agreement with the Soviets was really desired).
They instructed the still-uncreated UN Commission that the plan it
offered would have to “proceed by separate stages, the successful
completion of each one of which will develop the necessary confi-
dence of the world before the next stage is undertaken”—all of which
was incorporated in the Truman-Attlee-King declaration.

Byrnes was to leave for Moscow at the end of the year. He was
given an intcrdepartm(‘nt;ll memorandum in line with the three-power
declaration; this he intended to use to secure the Russians” agreement
for the creation of a UN commission to consider international control.
That was when his trouble with Traman and others really started,
The atomic fever was rising all along the Potomac. Generals, admirals,
congressmen, Cabinet members, were working themselves to a pitch.
General Groves, upon learning of the memorandum, protested vigor-
ously. Although no one could claim better Cold War credentials than
Byrnes, Forrestal joined forces with Groves. Senators Connally and
Vandenberg were equally agitated lest Byrnes give away secrets in
order to induce the Russians to participate in the work of a UN atomic
energy commission. When Byrnes read to a senatorial group a draft
of the proposal he intended to make in Moscow, Vandenberg said
they were all shocked. “"We are opposed to giving any of the atomic
secrets away unless and until the Soviets are prepared to be ‘policed’
by UNO in respect to their prohibition. We consider an ‘exchange’ of
scientists and scientific information as sheer appeasement because
Russia had nothing to ‘exchange.”” Since Byrnes refused to take their

* When after several months the Americans did not cary out their pledges, Brit-
ish representatives met with Acheson, w ho told them it was quite impossible to
fulfill the obligation of the arrangement. If o secret arrangement were auried out,
it would blow the administration out of the water. They must just resign them-
selves to the fact that although we made the agreement, we \iml)|)f could not
carry it out; that things like that happen in the government of the U.S. due to

the loose way things are handled.”
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fears seriously, the delegation arranged to meet with the President
the following morning. The senators were shocked all over again after
Truman read to them his directive to Byrnes, which listed the consec-
utive steps that Byrnes had read off the day before. Although Vanden-
berg made it clear that the directive would make it possible for Byrnes
“to prematurely give away, while in Moscow, at least half of all our
‘trading stock” when we seek essential controls,” the President “for
some inscrutable reason” failed to grasp his point. Vandenberg went
into his Indian war dance again when he read the communiqué is-
sued at the conclusion of the Moscow Conference containing the
same innocuous homily that for him had a sinister connotation.

On January 16 of the new year, Lilienthal made the following entry
in his journal:

Saw Acheson. He talked frankly and in detail: Those
charged with foreign policy—the Secretary of State and
the President—did not have either the facts or an under-
standing of what was involved in the atomic energy issue,
the most serious cloud hanging over the world. Commit-
ments, on paper and in communiqués, have been made
and are being made without a knowledge of what the hell
it is all about—literally! The War Department, and really
one man in the War Department, General Groves, has by
the power of the veto on the ground of “military security”
really been determining and almost running foreign pol-
icy. He had entered into contracts involving other coun-
tries (Belgium and their Congo deposits of uranium, for
example) without even the knowledge of the Department
of State. Finally realizing that this could not go on, Ache-
son was able to persuade the President and Secretary to
do something about it. [Byrnes appointed a committee,
headed by Acheson, to work out the American position for
our UN representative, and Acheson, in turn, got Lilien-
thal to head an advisory panel to canvass the field.]

Out of the mill came the recommendations known as the Acheson-Lil-
ienthal Report, in the main the work of J. Robert Oppenheimer,
former director of the Los Alamos Laboratory and often referred to as
the father of the atom bomb. It was a bold and far-reaching plan; in-
deed, a revolutionary one. An international agency was to take over
ownership or the lease of all mines containing atomic materials, all
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ervoir area, the badly mauled X Corps had to be evacuated from
Hungnam by a fleet of over a hundred ships. The campaign was over

y

the greatest defeat suffered by American arms since the Battle of

Manassas.

Despite later intimations to the contrary, up to this time MacAr-
thur had followed administration policy in the main. His manner had
been insufferable, his contempt for the President and his associates
ill-concealed, his rejection of tactical suggestions haughty—and he
had been guilty of a number of provocations. But the decision to con-
quer North Korea had been the administration's, and so was the deci-
sion to send the fleet to Formosan waters and to resume aid to the
Nationalists. Having only South Korean troops occupy the immediate
zone adjoining the Manchurian and Russian borders, and the sugges-
tion of the British and others to establish a shallow demilitarized
zone in the north were distinctly second-rate questions preoccupying
worried UN delegates who wanted to hunt with the hounds but avoid
the risks of the chase. It was clear that the Chinese were concerned
about the military presence of a hostile superpower on their borders.
Deploying only South Koreans in the immediate zone or the creation
of a shallow demilitarized zone while American forces were in com-
mand of the entire area would not have altered the basic military
equation. The decision that counted was whether to cross the 38th
parallel to wipe out the North Korean regime, or not to cross and re-
tain the prewar demarcation and division. Once the decision for forc-
ible unification was made, tactical variations left unaffected the sub-
stance of the risk. The later insinuation that the decision had been
based on MacArthur’s false advice at Wake was equally self-serving.
Truman, Acheson, Marshall, the Joint Chiefs, knew the Chinese had
armies massed behind the Yalu. Whether the Chinese would choose
to use them was a political estimation for which they were not depen-
dent on MacArthur. Though his omniscient pose was afterward an
embarrassment to him, they had made their decision independently
before the Wake conference. They suffered from the same malady
that he did. "They [the Chinese| really fooled us when it comes right
down to it, didn't they?” Senator Leverett Saltonstall asked Acheson.
“Yes, sir,” the Secretary acknowledged. Where MacArthur was vul-
nerable to criticism was in his special domain of expertise: in separat-
ing the Eighth Army from the X Corps with a huge gap of trackless
mountain terrain open between the two forces and the flanks of both
exposed, and in rushing ahead so recklessly after he knew that
Chinese forces were in the battle area. Excessive self-confidence had
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grown into blundering foolhardiness when he permitted his techni-
cally superior army to be trapped into fighting on the enemy’s ground
and on the enemy's terms.

Now his raging ego dictated his further conduct. He was under the
double compulsion of rewriting recent history and transferring the
blame for the disaster onto other shoulders. His occasional pinpricks
and provocations he now integrated into a systematic campaign to
overturn administration policy, his scattered policy differences, he
now built up into a counterposition. Press statements gushed from the
Tokyo headquarters as water from an overladen mountain stream.
The orders forbidding him to strike across the Manchurian border put
his forces under “an enormous handicap unprecedented in military
history.” He told the Joint Chiefs that he was opposed to a defensive
strategy, that “unless some positive and immediate action” was taken,
“steady attrition leading to final destruction” was in the offing. Tru-
man’s patience wore thin. He ordered all military commanders to halt
direct communication with publicity media on military or foreign af-
fairs, and sent General Lawton Collins to the Far East to find out what
was going on. )

Truman himself added to the panic of that week with a rash utter-
ance to the press that use of the atom bomb was under active
consideration. His statement followed two earlier sensations. In Au-
gust, Navy Secretary Francis Matthews had called for preventive war,
thought by newspapermen to be a trial balloon of a cabal that in-
cluded Defense Secretary Louis Johnson. This was followed by the
announcement of General Orville Anderson, commandant of the Air
War College, that the Air Force was ready and willing to bomb Mos-
cow. Truman’s statement set off a nervous debate in the British House
of Commons and Attlee’s hurried trip across the ocean to confer with
the President. Collins returned with the report that it was MacAr-
thur’s position, or conditions, that if he was to continue under the re-
strictions imposed on him, the war was lost, evacuation was inevita-
ble, and it was unnecessary to seek an anmistice since our troops
could disembark without one. If, however, we would accept full-scale
war with China, MacArthur would be willing to combine the X Corps
with the Eighth Army to hold a position across the peninsula as far
north as possible. The British took a diametrically opposite stand.
They wanted to grant Communist China recognition and a seat in the
UN, negotiate a cease-fire around the 38th parallel, and liquidate the
conflict,

The American planners decided on a course midway between the
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still, and Harry Truman, in the privacy of his diary, was all_'eady strug-
gling with it before the rest of the world had even heard of the atomic

bomb.

THE CONTEMPLATED USE OF ATOMIC WEAPONS

Whar postwar diplomatic and military uses, if any, were envisaged for
what Bernard Baruch in 1946 called America’s “winning weapon”? On
this critical question, too, Truman vacillated in ways that reflected the
larger uncertainty of the American people. In his post—HirOShima pub]ic
pronouncements, Truman always insisted that a fundamental objective
of U.S. policy was to devise a system of international control that would
end U.S. atomic supremacy, forestall a dangerous nuclear arms race,
and ensure that the bomb would never again be used. The Acheson-
Lilienthal plan of March 1946, to which historians have given much
attention, was presented to the world as an expression of this high-
minded objective.

At the same time, Truman was clearly prepared to gain whatever stra-
tegic advantage he could from the American atomic monopoly, which
continued until September 1949, and the country’s overwhelming
atomic superiority, which lasted considerably longer. As he wrote jauntily
to Bess from Potsdam on July 31, 1945, using a metaphor drawn from
his favorite game: “I rather think Mr. Stalin is stallin’ because he is not so
happy over the English elections. (Clement Attlee had replaced Winston
Churchill as prime minister.] He doesn't know it burt I have an ace in the
hole and another one showing—so unless he has threes or two pair (and
[ know he has not) we are sitting all right.” As numerous studies have
now demonstrated, all Truman's thinking and decision-making about
nuclear weapons, from July 1945 through the end of his presidency, in-
variably reflected his preoccupation with the U.S.-Soviet power nexus.

As the Cold War worsened, did Truman ever envisage the atomic
bomb not only as a diplomatic asset in his maneuverings with the Soviets
but as something that actually might be used again? In various publ'ic
pronouncements, as well as in occasional private communications within
the government, Truman firmly rejected such an option. When army
sccr&ar)‘ Kenneth Royall urged a preemptive nuclear strike against the
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Soviets during the 1948 Berlin blockade crisis, Truman made plain that
he considered such an action not only unthinkable morally but appalling
in its strategic and diplomatic shortsightedness: “You have got to under-
stand that this isn’t a military weapon. It is used to wipe out women and
children and unarmed people, and not for military uses. You have got to
understand that I have got to think about the effect of such a thing on
international relations. This is no time to be juggling an atom bomb
around.”

When the Cold War turned hot in Korea, however, Truman himself
toyed with the nuclear option. At a news conference on November 30,
1950, after the Chinese had crossed the Yalu River, Truman was asked
about the possible use of the atomic bomb. He replied: “There has always
been active consideration of its use. I don’t want to see it used. It is a
terrible weapon and it should not be used on innocent men, women, and
children who have nothing whatever to do with this military aggression.”
When the respected Merriman Smith of the United Press asked the presi-
dent explicitly to confirm whether dropping the atomic bomb was, in-
deed, under “active consideration,” he answered tersely: “Always has
been. It is one of our weapons.” When asked whether the targets being
considered were civilian or military, he responded that this was a “matter
that the military people have to decide. I'm not a military authority that
passes on those things. . . . The military commander in the field will have
charge of the use of weapons, as he always has.”

The newspapers reported the story in banner headlines. A United
Press bulletin proclaimed: “PRESIDENT TRUMAN SAID TODAY
THE UNITED STATES HAS UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDER-
ATION USE OF THE ATOMIC BOMB IN CONNECTION WITH
THE WAR IN KOREA.” An alarmed Prime Minister Actlee flew to
Washington to dissuade the president from precipitate action.

In her biography of her father, Margaret Truman describes this epi-
sode as “all ridiculous, and very disheartening.” It was, she writes, a clas-
sic example of journalistic distortion and sensationalism. Indeed, she
implicitly blames the press's handling of this story for the fatal heart at-
tack suffered a few days later by Truman’s old friend and press secretary
Charlie Ross. Yet when one reads Truman’s clear answers to a series of
clear questions, it is difficult to see how the reporters distorted or



36 CHAPTER THREE

misrepresented his views. Truman's comments, while perhaps mcrc‘ly
propaganda bluster, did clearly indicate that use of the atomic bomb in
the Korean War, while decply deplorable, was indeed under “active con-
sideration” and that targeting decisions would be left to “the military
commander in the field”—General Douglas MacArthur, who publicly
advocated turning the Korean conflict into a war of destruction against

Communist China.

In 1952, with his popularity sagging at home and the armistice talks

bogged down at Panmunjom, Truman again considered the nuclear op-
tion, this time in the form of two memoranda that came to light years
later (New York Times, August 3, 1980, p. 20). Evidently written to for-
mulate hypothetical options as a way of clarifying his own thinking, they

spell out in specific derail a nuclear ultimatum to the Soviets. The first,

dated January 27, 1952, says:

It seems to me that the proper approach now wt)uld be
an ultimatum with a 10-day expiration limit, informing
Moscow that we intend to blockade the China coast
from the Korean border to Indochina by means now in
our control—and if there is further interference we shall
eliminate any ports or cities necessary to accomplish
our PUrPOSCS.

This means all-out war. It means that Moscow, St.
Petersburg, Mukden, Vladivostok, Peking, Shanghai,
Port Arthur, Darien, Odessa, Stalingrad, and every man-
ufacturing plant in China and the Soviet Union will be

eliminated.

S . 1 > 1 F C
In the second of these two remarkable memos, written in May 1952,
Truman actually drafted his ultimatum to “the Commies™: “Now do you

want an end to hostlities in Korea or do you want China and Siberia

destroved? You may have onc or the other; whichever you want, these

lies of vours at this conference have gone far enough. You cither accept
our fair and just proposal or you will be completely destroyed.” .

It is important to place these documents in u)ll[c.)(l, r\.p.m ir(‘)m the
1950 news conference mentioned above, Truman in his public pro-

nouncements dismissed all talk of employing atomic weapons in the
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Korean War, He had even recalled General MacArthur in April 1951 i
part over MacArthur's insistent calls for a wider war. And the Truma
administration had firmly rejected NSC 100, the 1951 proposal by Stu
art Symington (chairman of the National Security Resources Board) t
the National Security Council calling for a nuclear attack on China an
possibly the Soviet Union. In this context, historian Gregg Herken .
probably correct in suggesting that Truman’s Rambo-like private mu:
ings are best seen as “more an expression of pique than of policy.” Yet i
a nuclear age, even pique by a U.S. president cannot be dismissed lightl

Clearly, Truman’s feelings about the military and diplomatic utilit
of the atomic bomb were ambivalent. He could readily state the compe
ling arguments against using the bomb (except when looking back o
Hiroshima and Nagasaki), and he recognized the terrible dangers «
nuclear threats and bluster. Yet when his frustration level rose hig
enough—whether against Stalin at Potsdam or the Communists in Ke
rea—his thinking invariably circled back to the alluring option of resol
ing his frustrations once and for all with his ace in the hole.

In this respect, too, Truman’s ambivalence mirrored the attitudes «
the American public: fearful of the bomb, aware of the horror of nucle:
war, yet longing to translate the nation’s atomic supremacy into a decisix
stroke against the new postwar enemy. Here it is important to note tha
at least for some Americans, Truman’s ringing defense of the use of t
atomic bomb against Japan had larger implications. If the bomb was ju
tified against one enemy, they asked, why not against another? As or
reader wrote the New Yorker after the publication of John Hersey's Hir
shima in August 1946, “I read Hersey’s report. It was marvelous. No
let us drop a handful on Moscow.”

During the Korean War, a strong current of opinion emerged in f
vor of using the atomic bomb. In August 1950, a few weeks after the w
began, 28 percent of Americans endorsed this option. When the Chine
entered the war in November, U.S. News & World Report noted a “wa
of demand” for a nuclear response. A year later, as the conflict dragg
on inconclusively, slightly more than half those polled by the Gallup o
ganization supported dropping atomic bombs on “military targets.”

Although periodicals like the Saturday Evening Post warned that u
of the atomic bomb in Korea would surely trigger World War 111, othe



